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to announce new rules that will make it easier
to do that.

First, since our goal is to enroll more chil-
dren, we have to go where the children are;
that’s the schools. Sixty percent of uninsured
children nationwide are enrolled in school lunch
programs. Under the new rules I’m announcing
today, States will be able to use school lunch
enrollment data in order to contact families who
may be eligible for assistance with health insur-
ance.

Second, under these new rules parents will
now be able to enroll their children in CHIP
or Medicaid the moment they fill out an applica-
tion at child care centers, school nurse offices,
and other convenient places. No longer will they
have to wait weeks or even months, while their
applications are being processed, before they
can get health care for their children.

Third, these new rules will make it possible
for more employers to provide health coverage
to the children of their low-wage employees,
with much of the cost picked up by CHIP.

With 3.3 million children now enrolled in
CHIP, we’re getting closer than ever to the goal
I set 4 years ago of providing 5 million unin-
sured children with health coverage. With the
new rules I’ve announced today, we’ve now
done all we can at the Federal level to help
meet that goal. It’s now up to the States to
do their part and to the parents, too.

So if you have a child without health insur-
ance, call this toll-free number: 1–877–KIDS–
NOW. That’s 1–877–KIDS–NOW, for more in-
formation. If we all work together, we can make
certain that our children get the health care
they need to make the most of their lives in
this wondrous new century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:44 a.m.
on January 5 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 6.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 5 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation To Implement
the Jordan-United States Free Trade Agreement
January 6, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit a legislative proposal

to implement the Agreement between the
United States of America and the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan on the Establishment of a
Free Trade Area. Also transmitted is a section-
by-section analysis.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) provides critical support for a pivotal re-
gional partner for U.S. efforts in the Middle
East peace process. Jordan has taken extraor-
dinary steps on behalf of peace and has served
as a moderating and progressive force in the
region. This Agreement not only sends a strong
and concrete message to Jordanians and Jordan’s
neighbors about the economic benefits of peace,
but significantly contributes to stability through-
out the region. This Agreement is the capstone
of our economic partnership with Jordan, which
has also included U.S.-Jordanian cooperation on
Jordan’s accession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO), our joint Trade and Investment

Framework Agreement, and our Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty. This Agreement is a vote of con-
fidence in Jordan’s economic reform program,
which should serve as a source of growth and
opportunity for Jordanians in the coming years.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
achieves the highest possible commitments from
Jordan on behalf of U.S. business on key trade
issues, providing significant and extensive liberal-
ization across a wide spectrum of trade issues.
For example, it will eliminate all tariffs on indus-
trial goods and agricultural products within 10
years. The FTA covers all agriculture without
exception. The Agreement will also eliminate
commercial barriers to bilateral trade in services
originating in the United States and Jordan. Spe-
cific liberalization has been achieved in many
key services sectors, including energy distribu-
tion, convention, printing and publishing, cou-
rier, audiovisual, education, environmental, fi-
nancial, health, tourism, and transport services.
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In the area of intellectual property rights, the
U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement builds on
the strong commitments Jordan made in acced-
ing to the WTO. The provisions of the FTA
incorporate the most up-to-date international
standards for copyright protection, as well as
protection for confidential test data for pharma-
ceuticals and agricultural chemicals and stepped-
up commitments on enforcement. Among other
things, Jordan has undertaken to ratify and im-
plement the World Intellectual Property Organi-
zation’s (WIPO) Copyright Treaty and WIPO
Performances and Phonograms Treaty within 2
years.

The FTA also includes, for the first time ever
in the text of a trade agreement, a set of sub-
stantive provisions on electronic commerce.
Both countries agreed to seek to avoid imposing
customs duties on electronic transmissions, im-
posing unnecessary barriers to market access for
digitized products, and impeding the ability to
deliver services through electronic means. These
provisions also tie in with commitments in the
services area that, taken together, aim at encour-

aging investment in new technologies and stimu-
lating the innovative uses of networks to deliver
products and services.

The FTA joins free trade and open markets
with civic responsibilities. In this Agreement, the
United States and Jordan affirm the importance
of not relaxing labor or environmental laws in
order to increase trade. It is important to note
that the FTA does not require either country
to adopt any new laws in these areas, but rather
includes commitments that each country enforce
its own labor and environmental laws.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement will
help advance the long-term U.S. objective of
fostering greater Middle East regional economic
integration in support of the establishment of
a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace, while
providing greater market access for U.S. goods,
services, and investment. I urge the prompt and
favorable consideration of this legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 6, 2001.

Remarks at the Foundry United Methodist Church
January 7, 2001

Reverend Wogaman, staff, choir, congregation
of this wonderful church. I would like to thank
many people in this audience, but if I might,
a few by name.

My good friend Bishop May and Mrs. May,
thank you for being here. My councilman, Mr.
Evans, and Mrs. Evans, thank you so much for
your friendship and for being here. [Laughter]
Senator Max Cleland, my friend of many years,
before either one of us were in our present
positions—surprising all but our mothers by our
success. [Laughter] I am so proud of you, sir,
and I thank you for all you have done.

I think of this church when reading the words
of Paul that Hillary cited earlier, speaking of
his gratitude to the Thessalonians, or constantly
remembering their work of faith, their labor of
love, their steadfastness of hope. I thank Found-
ry for all that and for being a church home
to my family these last 8 years.

I thank especially those of you who were so
kind to Chelsea over the years, who provided

her opportunities to participate in the life of
the church, especially in the Appalachia Service
Project, from which she learned so much. I
thank those of you who have taken special care
to befriend Hillary and to support her. And I
thank you especially for the wonderful welcome
you gave her last week, when she came back
here for the first time as a Senator-to-be.

I thank you all for your prayers and your
welcome to all of us in the storm and sunshine
of these last 8 years. I will always have wonder-
ful memories of every occasion where we passed
the peace, for all the people, young and old,
who came up to me and said a kind word of
welcome, to remind me that no matter what
was going on in Washington, DC, at the mo-
ment, there was a real world out there with
real people and real hearts and minds reaffirm-
ing the timeless wisdom of de Tocqueville’s ob-
servation so long ago, that America is great be-
cause America is good. You cannot imagine the
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