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Jan. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the
Middle East Peace Process
January 19, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared with respect
to grave acts of violence committed by foreign
terrorists that disrupt the Middle East peace
process is to continue in effect beyond January
23, 2001, to the Federal Register for publication.
The most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register on
January 21, 2000.

The crisis with respect to grave acts of vio-
lence committed by foreign terrorists that
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess that led to the declaration on January 23,
1995, of a national emergency has not been

resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage
in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process, and
that are hostile to United States interests in
the region. Such actions threaten vital interests
of the national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. On August 20, 1998,
I identified four additional persons, including
Usama bin Ladin, who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities necessary to
deny any financial support from the United
States for foreign terrorists who threaten to dis-
rupt the Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s Radio Address
January 20, 2001

Good morning. Every Saturday for the past
8 years, I’ve had the privilege of speaking with
you by way of this radio address. Most often,
I’ve talked about meeting our common chal-
lenges with commonsense solutions, practical,
progressive steps to build an America with op-
portunity for every responsible citizen, a com-
munity of all Americans, and a more peaceful,
prosperous world.

We’ve had more than 400 of these Saturday
conversations now, so it’s fitting that this last
one comes on my final day in office. This is,
of course, Inaugural Day, an extraordinary day
for freedom when the magic, the mystery, the
miracle of American democracy is on full dis-
play.

The peaceful transfer of power from one ad-
ministration to the next, from one party to an-
other, may confound others around the globe.
But it reflects the underlying strength of our
Constitution and rule of law.

As my time in office comes to an end, the
most important thing I can say is a simple,
heartfelt thank you. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your President and as Com-
mander in Chief to our fine men and women
in uniform. Thank you for the honor of working
with you to build our bridge to the 21st century.
Thank you for the prayers, love, and support
you’ve extended to Hillary, Chelsea, and me
every single day.
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