AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Feb. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

throughout the school year. Mrs. Bush dis-
cussed the impact and value of teachers
to the Nation and said she hopes to attract
young people to the profession.]

The President. Brenda, have you got any-
thing else you want to say, now that you're
warmed up? [Laughter]

Ms. Seffrin. No, but thank you for being
here. It really meant a lot.

The President. Well, thanks. We're de-
lighted.

Well, what do you think, Gov?

Governor Taft. 1 think you've got Con-
gressman Tiberi’s vote. [Laughter] Senator
DeWine is looking very supportive back
there.

The President. He is supportive.

Governor Taft. And Congresswoman
Pryce, as well; T think that she looks sup-
portive. I think you're making some head-
way. And I just want to say this, we really
appreciate the fact that you have come to
Ohio to highlight your education program.

The President. It’s a great State.

Governor Taft. Really, your first domestic
trip outside of Washington. We're honored.

The President. Well, thanks. It's a great
State. And it seems like every time I come
to Columbus, I'm coming to another
school. That's a great testimony to the
school district.

And for those in Columbus who don’t
realize this, actually I've got some roots
here. My grandfather was raised in Colum-
bus, Ohio. Yes, Prescott S. Bush. So we're
proud of the city and really appreciate the
hospitality always shown when we come
here.

Thanks very much for having us. Appre-
ciate it.

NotE: The discussion began at 10:42 a.m.
in Room 19/20 at Sullivant Elementary
School. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Representatives Deborah Pryce and
David L. Hobson; Senator Mike DeWine;
and Les Wexner, State chairman, Business
Leadership Council for OhioReads.
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This has been a difficult day for those
who love our country, and especially for
those who serve our country in law enforce-
ment and in the intelligence community.

Allegations of espionage of an FBI coun-
terintelligence agent are extremely serious
and are deeply disturbing, particularly dis-
turbing for the thousands of men and
women who work for the FBI, whose mis-
sion is to protect our national security and
who now must deal with allegations that
one of their own may have undermined
it.

I have the utmost confidence in Director
Louis Freeh and the men and women who
serve in the FBI, those who represent our
country in the CIA and in the Justice De-
partment. I thank them for their service.
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I commend them for their sacrifice. Allega-
tions of espionage are a reminder that we
live in a dangerous world, a world that
sometimes does not share American values.
I thank the men and women who proud-
ly serve our country. But to anyone who
would betray its trust, I warn you: We'll
find you, and we’ll bring you to justice.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m.
aboard Air Force One en route from Colum-
bus, OH, to St. Louis, MO. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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