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after all, is an overcharge of American tax-
payers. And on your behalf, I am asking
for a refund.

My tax plan reduces income tax rates
across the board, giving the largest percent-
age reductions to working families who
need the most help. My plan reduces the
marriage penalty and gets rid of the death
tax. It will boost the economy and help
create new businesses, new jobs, and new
growth at a time when we need all three.

When the tax cut takes effect, the typical
family of four will save $1,600 every year.
Some say that’s not much. But they ought
to talk to people like Steven and Josefina
Aramos, young parents trying to build a
better life for their family. Right now they
pay about $8,000 a year in Federal income
taxes. My plan will save this hard-working
family more than $2,000. Steven says, and
I quote, “Two thousand dollars is a lot to
my family. If we had this money, it would

help us reach our goal of paying off our
personal debt in 2 years time.”

Well, T want the Aramos family and mil-
lions of others like them to meet their goals
and to live out their best hopes for them-
selves and their children. Our Federal
budget must be good for the family budget.

That was my message to Congress on
Tuesday. And now I hope you'll send a
message in favor of tax relief to your Con-
gressman or your Senator. After all, the
surplus is your money.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:05 p.m.
on March 2 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 3. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 2 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast.

Statement on the National Guard Aircraft Tragedy in Georgia

March 3, 2001

I was deeply saddened to learn of the
loss of 21 members of the Florida and Vir-
ginia National Guard aboard a C-23 trans-
port plane that crashed this morning out-
side Macon, Georgia. This tragic loss on
a routine training mission reminds us of
the sacrifices made each and every day by
all of our men and women in uniform. The
price of freedom is never free. Today’s
events remind us that it is sometimes un-

speakably high. On behalf of the entire
Bush family, I extend our deepest condo-
lences to the families of the victims and
to all members of the 171st Aviation Bat-
talion of the Florida Army National Guard
and the 203d Red Horse Flight of the Vir-
ginia Air National Guard. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you all during this very
difficult time.

Remarks on Arrival in Hampton, Virginia

March 4, 2001

Well, thank you all very much. And
thank you for your service to this great
land of ours. Laura and I are thrilled to
be here. I'm traveling today with members
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of my Cabinet: the Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, and Alma—she is the true general
in that family—[laughter|—the Secretary of
Defense, Secretary Rumsfeld, and his
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bride; the Secretary of Energy, Secretary
Abraham, and his bride.

We've assembled the finest national secu-
rity team of any administration. We under-
stand our job is to keep the peace. But
we also understand in order to do so, our
military must be well prepared, well
trained, well housed, and well paid.

One of the first policy speeches I gave
was to send the message, loud and clear,
to the U.S. Congress that we expect there
to be a pay raise for those who wear the
uniform. But what you can expect from
us is a clear mission, a clear, focused mis-
sion that says our military will be trained

and ready to fight and win war and, there-
fore, prevent war from happening in the
first place.

We're honored to be here. Thank you
for your service to America. Our country
and the world is better off for it.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
1 p.m. at Langley Air Force Base. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary Powell’s wife,
Alma; Secretary Rumsfeld’s wife, Joyce; and
Secretary Abraham’s wife, Jane. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the Christening Ceremony for the U.S.S. Ronald Reagan in

Newport News, Virginia
March 4, 2001

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.
Mr. Secretary, thank you for those kind
words. I picked the right man to be the
Secretary of Defense at this time in history.

Mrs. Reagan, it is an honor to be with
you. Reagan family members, friends of the
great President, Laura and I are honored
to be here.

We join with the Governor and Senator
of this State in asking for God’s blessings
on those who lost their lives yesterday and
for their families.

Bill, thank you very much for your hospi-
tality. Secretary Powell and Secretary
Abraham, Leader Lott, Chairman War-
ner—I can’t tell if you're trying to retire
me early—[laughter]—or influence my be-
havior.

Senator Allen, Governor Gilmore, Rep-
resentative Scott, and Members of Con-
gress, Justice Kennedy, Admiral Clark, wel-
come. But most of all, I want to welcome
the men and women of the United States
Navy, including the officers and crew who
will soon be on the Ronald Reagan.

Looking at the bow of this great ship,
we think of those who will sail it and of
those who built it. Into this ship, 6 years
in the making, we have put the finest of
American workmanship. On board this ship,
we'll put the finest sailors in the world.
And upon this ship, we have put the finest
of American names.

Forty-nine years ago, another outstanding
American took that name herself. Mrs.
Reagan, I know today is your 49th anniver-
sary, wedding anniversary. Since your wed-
ding day, you've seen the name “Reagan”
written large in many places, from theater
marquees to the archways of great build-
ings. But there is something especially fit-
ting in the place it holds today, on the
newest ship in the greatest navy in the
world. When we send her off to sea, it
is certain that the Ronald Reagan will meet
with rough waters as well as smooth, and
headwinds as well as fair. But she will sail
tall and strong, like the man we have
known.

A man cannot be strong forever, but if
he is very fortunate, life will send him a
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