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children are educated, too. We’re going to 
focus on keeping the promise to the elder-
ly, and then we’re also going to make sure 
that the young have a good chance for real-
izing the American Dream by making sure 
the schools are strong at the local level, 
making sure children aren’t left behind. 

I know you all care about that a lot. 
Many of you have got grandchildren, and 
you want to make sure the public school 
system holds out the hope for every child, 
regardless of their background, regardless 
of where they’re from. And that’s our 
dream; that’s our dream for the country. 

This is a fabulous land. I’m so honored 
to be your President. It is a huge, huge 
honor for me. So I want to thank you for 
your warm greeting. I look forward to walk-
ing around and shaking your hands and 
thanking you in person. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. in 
the ballroom at the Sociedad Cubana de Or-
lando community center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

Remarks to Catholic Leaders 
March 21, 2001

Thank you all very much for that warm 
reception, and welcome to the White 
House, the people’s house. It is such an 
honor to live here, and it’s an honor for 
me to receive you all. And I look forward 
to thanking you in person for coming. 

It’s also a high honor for me to be on 
the podium with so many outstanding lead-
ers of faith. I’ve had the honor of meeting 
many of the cardinals who are here and 
many of the bishops and archbishops from 
around the country. I’ve been struck by 
how humble the good folks are, how there’s 
a universal love for mankind and a deep 
concern for those who are not as fortunate 
as some of us. The Catholic Church is for-
tunate to have such strong, capable, decent 
leadership, and America is fortunate to 
have such strong leaders in our midst. I 
want to thank the cardinals and bishops 
who are here, and thank you for your serv-
ice and love for your fellow mankind. 

I’ve been struck by a lot of things as 
I’ve had the opportunity to meet the lead-
ership of the Catholic Church. I think the 
thing that has captured my heart the most 
is the—not only universal care for the weak 

and the suffering but also the strong focus 
on making sure every child is educated. 

And for those of you involved with the 
education system in America, thank you for 
your hard work. For those of you who are 
the administrators, thanks for providing 
great education. For those who give your 
hard-earned dollars to support the edu-
cation systems around America, please con-
tinue to do so. [Laughter] Isn’t that right, 
Bishop? [Laughter] It’s an incredibly im-
portant part of the mosaic of a hopeful 
tomorrow. 

I also appreciate the prayers of many 
of my fellow Americans. Many times lay-
man and leader alike says, ‘‘Mr. President, 
we pray for you,’’ and for that I’m most 
grateful. It does remind me that I think 
there’s a great awakening in America. Peo-
ple are rediscovering the inspiration of faith 
in their lives and the importance of faith 
in our society. Faith gives our lives dignity, 
and faith gives our lives direction. Faith 
makes our Nation more just and more gen-
erous and welcoming. 
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All of you are part of the humanizing 
mission which is part of the ‘‘Great Com-
mission’’ and the Pope John Paul II Cul-
tural Center, which we will dedicate tomor-
row, will bring this message to generations 
of Americans in this Capital of our Nation. 
The best way to honor Pope John Paul 
II, truly one of the great men, is to take 
his teaching seriously, is to listen to his 
words and put his words and teachings into 
action here in America. This is a challenge 
we must accept. 

But you know something about our coun-
try? With the right focus and the right lead-
ership, it’s a challenge this Nation will ac-
cept, because this is a great land. The 
greatness of the country lies in the hearts 
and souls of our citizens. And again, I want 
to thank those of you who inspire and teach 
love and compassion and hope. 

God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Implement the Faith-Based 
Initiative 
March 21, 2001

Earlier this year, I sent to the Congress 
my agenda to rally America’s armies of 
compassion to address many of our tough-
est community challenges. 

Government does not have a monopoly 
on compassion. And while Government 
cannot be replaced by charities, it should 
welcome them as partners, not view them 
as rivals. 

Today, on a bipartisan basis, Members 
of the House and Senate took important 
first steps to advance this agenda to aid 
churches, synagogues, mosques, and com-
munities in helping neighbors in need. 

I welcome the bipartisan proposals that 
have been offered in the House by Rep-

resentative J.C. Watts, Representative Tony 
Hall, and Speaker Dennis Hastert, and in 
the Senate by Senator Rick Santorum and 
Senator Joseph Lieberman. These new leg-
islative initiatives demonstrate that momen-
tum continues to build behind my agenda 
to rally America’s armies of compassion. 
They represent a bipartisan consensus that 
Government must support our quiet heroes 
who are lifting lives and healing neighbor-
hoods one heart and one act of kindness 
at a time. 

I will continue to work in a bipartisan 
fashion with Congress to help those most 
in need by encouraging charitable giving 
and eliminating barriers to charitable works.

Remarks to the National Newspaper Association Government Affairs 
Conference 
March 22, 2001

The President. Thanks for coming, and 
thanks for having me. Diane, I appreciate 
so very much the invitation. Ken, thank 
you for escorting me up here. And Jerry, 
thank you for that kind introduction. I do 

remember the Fourth of July parade. I re-
member how hot it was. And next time, 
let’s make it a Christmas parade. [Laughter] 
He comes from a great town in a State 
I love a lot. 
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