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whose mother or dad may be in prison
finds a mentor, somebody to love them.
One of our missions is to teach—is to help
teach children right from wrong so that
they can enjoy the great fruits of the great-
est country on the face of the Earth. And
to the extent you're helping, I thank you
from the bottom of my heart.

Thank you all for coming. I look forward
to getting to shake hands with the members
of the Young Gentlemen’s Club, if that’s
okay with you.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor An-
thony A. Williams of Washington, DC; Paul
L. Vance, superintendent, District of Colum-
bia Public Schools; Annie R. Mair, principal,
Cleveland Elementary School; NBA Wash-
ington Wizards player Jahidi White; Elayne
Bennett, founder, Best Friends Program; Ni-
cole Keller, mother of Isaiah Greene; and
Robert Howard, founder, Young Gentle-
men’s Club.

Remarks on Plans for Release of United States Navy Aircraft

Crewmembers in China

April 11, 2001

Good morning. I'm pleased to be able
to tell the American people that plans are
underway to bring home our 24 American
service men and women from Hainan Is-
land.

This morning the Chinese Government
assured our American Ambassador that the
crew would leave promptly. We're working
on arrangements to pick them up and to
bring them home.

This has been a difficult situation for
both our countries. I know the American
people join me in expressing sorrow for
the loss of life of a Chinese pilot. Our
prayers are with his wife and his child.

Remarks at Concord Middle School in

April 11, 2001

Thank you all very much. Okay. “Dr.
0,” thank you for your hospitality. It's an
honor to be here. I want to thank you
all for coming.

Before I talk about a subject dear to
my heart, which is education, and before
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I appreciate the hard work of our Am-
bassador to China, Joseph Prueher, and his
entire Embassy team, who worked tirelessly
to solve this situation. The American peo-
ple, their families, and I are proud of our
crew, and we look forward to welcoming
them home.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 a.m. in
the James S. Brady Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Ruan Guoqin, widow of Chinese pilot Wang
Wei, and their son, Wang Ding.

Concord, North Carolina

I recognize all the distinguished guests, I
do want to say that right after my visit
here, I am going to meet with the family
of Petty Officer Third Class Steven
Blocher. As you know, Steven is one of
our 24 service men and women in China.
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