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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Congressional Black Caucus

January 31, 2001

The President. 1 want to thank Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson from Dallas,
Texas, and you all for coming. I appre-
ciate—Madam Chairman. I look forward to
a good dialog on subjects that are on the
Members” minds and on my mind, as well.

I think well have a good discussion
about public education. While there may
be some discussion about details, all of us
surely believe the great hope for this coun-
try is to make sure every child—I mean
every child—is educated. I look forward to
sharing with the Members who don’t know
me well some of my experiences as the
Governor of the State of Texas and what
I've tried to do to fulfill that promise and
fulfill that pledge.

This will be the beginning of, hopefully,

a lot of meetings. I hope you come back,

and Tl certainly be inviting. But thanks
for coming. It’s an important part of my
job—is to talk to everybody who is in the
legislative body. I will remind you all, I
understand the difference between the ex-
ecutive branch and the legislative branch.
I only get to suggest. You all pass the laws.
And that's what we’re here to work

Representative Cynthia A.  McKinney.
That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. 1 understand that well.
But thank you all for coming. It's an honor
for you to be here.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating

Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the “Act”), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that
on September 19, 2000, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 2000-30
(copy attached) and thereby exercised his
authority to grant certain exemptions under
section 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2000-30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that would
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion concerning that operating location to
unauthorized persons. Information con-

cerning activities at the operating location
near Groom Lake has been properly deter-
mined to be classified and its disclosure
would be harmful to national security. Con-
tinued protection of this information is,
therefore, in the paramount interest of the
United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision
of law permits or requires the disclosure
of classified information to unauthorized
persons. The determination also was not
intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location
near Groom Lake except those provisions,
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if any, that would require the disclosure
of classified information.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Feb-
ruary 1.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast

February 1, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Laura and I are honored
to be here this morning. I did a pretty
good job when it came to picking my wife,
by the way. She’s going to be a fabulous
First Lady.

Mr. Vice President, it’s good to see you;
of course, your wife, Lynne. And I want
to thank the members of my Cabinet who
are here.

I appreciate you, Senator Frist, for your
commitment and strong comments. And
Zach, thanks for your introduction. And
thank you both for organizing this impor-
tant event. I want to thank the Members
of the House and the Senate who are here.

I appreciate the number of foreign dig-
nitaries who are here. It just goes to show
that faith crosses every border and touches
every heart in every nation.

Every President since the first one I can
remember, Dwight Eisenhower, has taken
part in this great tradition. It’s a privilege
for me to speak where they have spoken
and to pray where they have prayed. All
Presidents of the United States have come
to the National Prayer Breakfast, regardless
of their religious views. No matter what
our background, in prayer we share some-
thing universal, a desire to speak and listen
to our Maker and to know His plan for
our lives.

America’s Constitution forbids a religious
test for office, and that’s the way it should
be. An American President serves people
of every faith and serves some of no faith
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at all. Yet, T have found my faith helps
me in the service to people. Faith teaches
humility—as Laura would say, I could use
a dose occasionally—[laughter]—a recogni-
tion that we are small in God’s universe,
yet precious in His sight. It has sustained
me in moments of success and in moments
of disappointment. Without it I would be
a different person, and without it I doubt
I'd be here today.

There are many experiences of faith in
this room. But most of us share a belief
that we are loved and called to love, that
our choices matter now and forever, that
there are purposes deeper than ambition
and hopes greater than success. These be-
liefs shape our lives and help sustain the
life of our Nation. Men and women can
be good without faith, but faith is a force
of goodness. Men and women can be com-
passionate without faith, but faith often in-
spires compassion. Human beings can love
without faith, but faith is a great teacher
of love.

Our country, from its beginnings, has
recognized the contribution of faith. We
do not impose any religion; we welcome
all religions. We do not prescribe any pray-
er; we welcome all prayers. This is the tra-
dition of our Nation, and it will be the
standard of my administration. We will re-
spect every creed. We will honor the diver-
sity of our country and the deep convictions
of our people.

There’s a good reason why many in our
Nation embrace the faith tradition.
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