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Apr. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in 
Colombia 
April 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia that 
was declared in Executive Order 12978 of 
October 21, 1995. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April 
25.

Remarks in New Orleans, Louisiana 
April 25, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you all. It’s an honor to be here. 
This ballpark kind of reminds me of home. 
And seeing my friend Will Clark, who used 
to play for the mighty Texas Rangers, it 
really reminded me of home. I want to 
thank you for being here, Will. 

I also want to thank my friend David 
Vitter, the great Congressman from this 
district, for his introduction. I’m pleased 
to have been traveling today, as well, with 
the Congressman from northern Louisiana, 
John Cooksey. I appreciate John being 
here. And you should appreciate them, as 
well, because when it came to trying to 
figure out what to do with the people’s 
money, they stood strong for tax relief. 

At the airport when I arrived, it was good 
to see my old friend and fellow Governor, 
the Governor of Louisiana, Michael Foster. 
And with Mike was a friend of mine, the 
elections commissioner of the State of Lou-
isiana, Suzie Haik Terrell. It’s good to see 
Suzie, as well. Just to make it clear that 
tax relief is not necessarily a Republican 

idea or a Democrat idea, today I’m proud 
that Karen Carter and Lambert Boissiere, 
both good elected Democrats here in the 
State of Louisiana, stand in this crowd in 
solid support of tax relief on behalf of the 
working people. 

And finally, before I get going, there are 
two folks here who I’m glad they’re here—
I wish I would have been here to hear 
them sing—Mr. Percy Sledge and Aaron 
Neville.

After this, I’m going to Arkansas, and 
then I’m going to spend a couple of days 
in my State of Texas. I’ll be spending some 
quality time with the First Lady, and she’s 
going to be envious to know that I got 
to shake Percy Sledge and Aaron Neville’s 
hand. 

By the way, I’m proud of the job that 
Laura is doing. One of the things she is 
doing is traveling our country, reminding 
people of how important it is to be a teach-
er, telling the teachers of this good land 
how much we appreciate them, but also 
telling those young and old alike that if 
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