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God?” Indeed, it is appropriate to mark
this occasion by remembering the words
of President Jefferson and the examples of
Americans of the past and today who in
times of both joy and need turn to Al-
mighty God in prayer. Times of plenty, like
times of crisis, are tests of American char-
acter. Today, I seek God’s guidance and
His blessings on our land and all our peo-
ple. Knowing that I cannot succeed in this
task without the favor of God and the pray-
ers of the people, I ask all Americans to
join with me in prayer and thanksgiving.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim January 21, 2001, a Na-
tional Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving and
call upon the citizens of our Nation to gath-
er together in homes and places of worship
to pray alone and together and offer
thanksgiving to God for all the blessings
of this great and good land. On this day,
I call upon Americans to recall all that
unites us. Let us become a nation rich not
only in material wealth but in ideals—rich

in justice and compassion and family love
and moral courage. I ask Americans to bow
our heads in humility before our Heavenly
Father, a God who calls us not to judge
our neighbors, but to love them, to ask
His guidance upon our Nation and its lead-
ers in every level of government.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

GEORGE W. BuUsH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 8:45 a.m., January 24, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 22,
and it was published in Federal Register on
January 25. It is included here as an example
of the proclamations which are listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume and com-
piled annually in title 3 of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for White House Staff

January 22, 2001

Thank you very much. Thank you. Don’t
go overboard. [Laughter] Sit down,
please—no place to sit. [Laughter] Okay,
don’t sit down.

Thank you all for coming. Mr. Vice
President, thank you very much. Chief of
Staff Card, I'm honored to have you by
my side. I started work this morning, and
there he was, smiling and ready to go on
behalf of the American people.

The First Lady and I are honored to
be living here, and we’re honored to be
hosting this event, the first we've done in
this glorious room since the Inauguration.

I want to thank the family members who
are here. Thank you for your sacrifice.
Thank you for the long hours—accepting
the long hours that your loved one is about
to put in on behalf of the American people.
Some of the folks that are here have
worked in past administrations. Some of us,
this is a new experience. But for all of
us, it is an honor of a lifetime, and it is
our privilege to share this together.

I am here to lead the executive branch
of Government. You all are here because
you have my full confidence. And we are
here with the same basic purpose, to serve
the American people. We have all taken
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an oath, and from this moment on, it is
our jobs to honor it.

Today everything is so promising and
new. My hope is that the day will never
come when any of us take this place for
granted and this honor for granted. As we
serve, we must always remember three
things.

First, we must remember the high stand-
ards that come with high office. This begins
with careful adherence to the rules. T ex-
pect every member of this administration
to stay well within the boundaries that de-
fine legal and ethical conduct. This means
avoiding even the appearance of problems.
This means checking and, if need be,
doublechecking that the rules have been
obeyed. This means never compromising
those rules. No one in the White House
should be afraid to confront the people
they work for, for ethical concerns. And
no one should hesitate to confront me, as
well. We're all accountable to one another.
And above all, we're all accountable to the
law and to the American people. My White
House Counsel, Al Gonzalez, is my point
man on these issues. If you have even a
hint of ethical doubt, I urge you to talk
to Al

Second, we must remember that high
standards of conduct involve not only obey-
ing the law but showing civility. As we go
about our work, there is no excuse for arro-
gance and never a reason for disrespect
toward others. People who work here are
highly visible throughout the Government.
In many ways, in many of your dealings,

you'll be the face and voice of the White
House staff. You will be my representative.
I expect each of you, as an official of this
administration, to be an example of humil-
ity and decency and fairness.

And finally, we must all remember that
we are here for a reason. You and I and
the Vice President share the same goals
for our country and the same commitment
to achieving them. We are here to make
progress. We are not here just to mark
time. The next few weeks, we’ll affirm the
central policy goals of this administration,
beginning this week with education reform.
Everyone will know where we stand. Every-
one will know where we’re headed. Every
morning I want you to remember these
goals. Every evening I want you to review
the progress we have made. I want it said
of us, at the end of our service, that prom-
ises made were promises kept.

On a mantelpiece in this great house is
inscribed the prayer of John Adams, that
only the wise and honest may rule under
this roof. He was speaking of those who
live here. But wisdom and honesty are also
required of those who work here. T know
each of you is capable of meeting that
charge.

This is only our second day, but time
moves fast around here. So let us begin
the work we were hired to do and leave
this a better place than we found it.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Republican Congressional Leaders and

an Exchange With Reporters
January 22, 2001

The President. Thank you all for coming.
It’s been my honor to host a working lunch
with the Speaker and Members from the
House and even Members from the United

States Senate. This is the beginning of a
series of luncheons and dinners that I will
have and the Vice President will have with
Members of the Congress. If we're to get
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