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Prime Minister has said about reforms.
Now, I believe he’s a man who is intent
upon reforming the system. I had a good
visit with him on the telephone. I look for-
ward to meeting him in person. I look for-
ward to discussing ways in which our im-
portant friendship can remain strong. And
I look forward to hearing from him what
he and his government intend to do to
reform the system.

Japan is a very important partner of the
United States. And it's not only an eco-
nomic partner, but it’s an important partner
to keep stability in the Far East. It’s impor-
tant for us to work closely together, and
I look forward to meeting him soon. And

The President’s Radio Address
May 12, 2001

Good morning. I wish every mother lis-
tening a happy Mother’s Day, including my
own. And I want to remind every daughter
and every son to tell Mom first thing to-
morrow how much you love her.

Today I want to talk about how we can
meet some of our energy needs through
a new kind of conservation, a 21st century
conservation that saves power through tech-
nological innovation. We are near the be-
ginning of the summer driving and air con-
ditioning season, the months of the year
when energy use rises and energy prices
jump. This year, like last year, gasoline and
electricity prices are rising sharply, squeez-
ing family budgets, and disrupting the lives
and work of our fellow Americans. Energy
is a problem that my administration will
address.

This week we will introduce a com-
prehensive energy plan to help bring new
supplies of energy to the market, and we
will be encouraging Americans to use more
wisely the energy supplies that exist today.

I am very concerned about the possibility
of blackouts in California this summer. My
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I'm confident we’ll have a very good dialog
when I'm able to do so.

Thank you all very much. Have a very
good weekend.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 2:04 p.m. in the James S. Brady
Briefing Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan; Judge William
H. Webster, former Director, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, who led the espionage
investigation of Special Agent Robert Philip
Hanssen; and President Olusegun Obasanjo
of Nigeria.

administration will do our part to help by
cutting peak hour energy use at Federal
facilities in California. Military installations
will reduce their peak hour use by 10 per-
cent. Civilian buildings will raise their ther-
mostats and turn off escalators and other
nonessential equipment. These are imme-
diate measures to help with an immediate
problem, and I applaud the many Califor-
nians and Americans who are finding their
own ways to use less energy this summer.

Over the long term, the most effective
way to conserve energy is by using energy
more efficiently. For example, a new refrig-
erator uses 65 percent less power than a
refrigerator built in 1972. Overall, we use
40 percent less energy to produce new
goods and services than we did in 1973.

Some think that conservation means
doing without. That does not have to be
the case. It can mean building sensors into
new buildings to shut the lights off as soon
as people leave a room. It can mean up-
grading the transmission lines that deliver
electricity to your home so less is wasted
on the way. It can mean encouraging
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homeowners to invest in energy improve-
ments.

Twenty-first century conservation har-
nesses new technology to squeeze as much
out of a barrel of oil as we have learned
to squeeze out of a computer chip. We
can raise our standard of living wisely and
in harmony with our environment.

Pushing conservation forward will require
investment in new energy technology, and
that will be a part of my administration’s
energy plan. Conservation will require im-
proving appliance standards. That will also
be a part of the plan. And conservation
will require new incentives to encourage
industry to replace outdated equipment.
That will be a part of the plan, as well.

But conservation will require one more
thing, something that cannot be written

into any plan: the problem-solving spirit of
the American scientist and the American
entrepreneur. My administration will take
their side as they conserve and expand our
energy supply for the benefit of all Ameri-
cans.

Thank you very much for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9 a.m.
on May 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
12. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary at 7 a.m. on
May 12 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. The Mother’s Day
proclamation of May 9 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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Thank you. You're still the man, Mr.
Mayor. [Laughter] It's an honor to be intro-
duced by the mayor. One of the reasons
why I asked him to sit next to Laura during
my State of the Union Address—or state
of the budget address, I guess—is because
of the fantastic work the mayor has done
with faith-based programs in Philadelphia.
He understands that government is limited.
We can spend money, but what govern-
ment cannot do is put hope into hearts
of our fellow citizens. And Mr. Mayor, I
appreciate your leadership, and I'm hon-
ored that you would welcome me to this
great city.

I was thinking, coming in, that had things
worked out differently, Philadelphia could
have been the Nation’s Capital, and I
would have been calling you neighbor. And
we would have had a baseball team in the
Nation’s Capital, and it would have been
a pretty good one, too. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be traveling with the At-
torney General, who I'll introduce in a
minute. It’s a great honor to be with the
senior Senator from the State of Pennsyl-
vania—that’s Arlen Specter—as well as the
junior Senator, Rick Santorum. Thank you
both for being here.

And we've got members of the congres-
sional delegation here as well, Weldon,
Hoeffel, and Toomey. I want to thank you
guys for coming. We're flying back on Air
Force One; I look forward to listening to
what you need to tell me. I probably won’t
do it, but nevertheless, I look forward to
listening. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be here with the Lieu-
tenant Governor and the attorney general
of the great State of Pennsylvania. I'm sorry
my close friend the Governor, who’s not
here—but I understand he’s trying to drum
up some business for the State of Pennsyl-
vania, so he’s got an excused absence.
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