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injury and disability. And we’re so grateful 
to those who have retired after honorable 
careers and, of course, to those who are 
on the job this very day. 

At times, law enforcement must seem 
like the most thankless work you could ever 
do. But I’m here to tell you that yours 
is one of the great callings, and your coun-
try thanks you for it. 

A Texas State trooper spoke for many 
last year after a colleague was struck down 
in the line of duty. America must hear what 
this man said. He said, ‘‘It’s a rough thing, 
and people ask, ‘Why do you do it?’ It’s 
the profession I chose, and I honestly think 
good officers are called by God.’’

For too many officers and their families, 
that calling has come at the highest price, 
in lives ended and hopes destroyed. For 
those who suffer it, this loss can never be 
measured. But long ago, we were told how 
to measure the men and women who make 
this sacrifice: ‘‘Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.’’

Each one of you chose your profession, 
understanding the risks. This memorial 
stands as a reminder of those dangers and 

of how men and women died facing them. 
For each name, there was a family left 
behind. We must never forget how sud-
denly their pain comes and how long it 
lingers. 

The widow of a U.S. marshal said, 
‘‘Whenever men who spend their lives serv-
ing their country are killed in the line of 
duty, we all lose a piece of ourself. I lost 
a bigger piece than others.’’

We cannot today cover the grief or repay 
the sacrifice, but it is a way, a lasting way, 
to acknowledge the debt. And that is the 
best we can do, after others had given all 
there was to give. America honors their 
memory today, and we always will. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. on 
the West Grounds at the Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gilbert G. Gallegos, 
national president, Fraternal Order of Police; 
Daniel Rodriguez, police officer, New York 
City Police Department; and country/west-
ern singer Billy Gilman. The Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and Police Week proclama-
tion of May 8 is listed in Appendix D at the 
end of this volume.

Statement on Proposed Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation 
May 15, 2001

The bipartisan proposal introduced today 
by Senators Frist, Breaux, and Jeffords 
makes important progress in our efforts to 
provide patients with a strong and effective 
Patients’ Bill of Rights. 

This bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights 
reflects the principles I laid out earlier this 
year. It provides strong patient protections 
for all Americans, ensures that doctors and 
patients make medical decisions, and holds 
health plans accountable by providing pa-
tients with meaningful remedies when they 
have been wrongly denied medical care. 
The bill also protects employers and their 

employees from unnecessary litigation that 
would increase health care premiums and 
force too many Americans to do without 
health insurance. 

Congress has been long divided over this 
issue. I applaud Senators Frist, Breaux, and 
Jeffords and the many patient and provider 
groups working with them for finding a 
commonsense compromise. 

I am similarly encouraged by the bipar-
tisan discussions on this issue between the 
administration and Speaker Hastert and 
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other House leaders. These efforts, com-
bined with the introduction of this bipar-
tisan bill in the Senate, give me great hope 

that the Congress will send a good Patients’ 
Bill of Rights to my desk this year.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Burma 
May 15, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to Burma is to continue in effect 
beyond May 20, 2001. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 19, 
2000. 

As long as the Government of Burma 
continues its policies of committing large-
scale repression of the democratic opposi-
tion in Burma, this situation continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign policy 
of the United States. For this reason, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties beyond May 20, 2001. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
May 15, 2001. 

NOTE: The notice of May 15 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Burma 
May 15, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit 
herewith a 6-month periodic report on the 

national emergency with respect to Burma 
that was declared in Executive Order 13047 
of May 20, 1997. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
May 15, 2001.
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