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Soldiers enlist, but families reenlist. 
[Laughter] And we have many family mem-
bers here. You’re not taking an oath, but 
you’re making an important commitment. 
And along the way, all of you have made 
your share of sacrifices. And I appreciate 
the chance to thank you for it. When I 
speak of supporting the military, that means 
family members as well, the bases you call 
home, and the schools where you send your 
children. 

For those who are about to take the 
oath, congratulations. You repeat some fa-

miliar words. You will do so with self-assur-
ance that you might not have had the first 
time, that comes with hard work and dis-
cipline and service to our country. I want 
each of you to return to your posts with 
the knowledge that you have my gratitude 
and full confidence. Thank you again. 

And now it is my honor to turn over 
the proceedings to General Shelton, who 
will administer the oath of office. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Education Reform 
Legislation 
May 23, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives 
for taking a giant step toward improving 
America’s public schools. The education re-
forms adopted today build on the principles 
of accountability, flexibility, local control, 
and greater choices for parents. The re-
forms require annual testing of students in 
grades three through eight, give States un-
precedented flexibility to meet critical edu-
cation needs and, for the first time, tie 
Federal education funding to results. These 

education reforms also give parents real op-
tions to get their children out of persist-
ently failing schools through public school 
choice with transportation provided, and 
supplemental services such as tutoring and 
summer school. I look forward to working 
with Members of the House and Senate 
to make sure this vital legislation becomes 
law so that no child in America is left be-
hind.

Message to the Congress on Additional Measures Prohibiting the 
Importation of Rough Diamonds From Sierra Leone 
May 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report that I have 
exercised my statutory authority to expand 
the scope of an existing national emergency 
in response to the unusual and extraor-

dinary threat posed to the foreign policy 
of the United States by the Government 
of Liberia’s complicity in the illicit trade 
in diamonds from Sierra Leone by the in-
surgent Revolutionary United Front of Si-
erra Leone (RUF) and by the Government 
of Liberia’s other forms of support for the 
RUF. I also have exercised my statutory 
authority to issue an Executive Order that 
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prohibits the importation into the United 
States of all rough diamonds from Liberia, 
whether or not such diamonds originated 
in Liberia. These actions are mandated in 
part by United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1343 of March 7, 2001. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, is au-
thorized to issue regulations in exercise of 
my authorities under the IEEPA and the 
United Nations Participation Act, 22 U.S.C. 
287c, to implement this prohibition. All 
Federal agencies are also directed to take 
actions within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of the Executive Order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued. The Order was effec-
tive at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on 
May 23, 2001. 

I have authorized these measures in fur-
therance of Executive Order 13194 of Janu-
ary 18, 2001, and in response to the Gov-
ernment of Liberia’s continuing facilitation 
of and participation in the RUF’s illicit 
trade in diamonds from Sierra Leone and 
its other forms of support for the RUF. 
The Government of Liberia’s actions in this 
regard constitute an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States because they directly chal-
lenge United States foreign policy objec-
tives in the region and the rule-based inter-
national order that is crucial to the peace 
and prosperity of the United States. 

In Executive Order 13194, President 
Clinton responded to the RUF’s illicit 
arms-for-diamonds trade that fuels the bru-
tal, decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone 
by declaring a national emergency and, 
consistent with United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1306, by prohibiting the 
importation into the United States of all 
rough diamonds from Sierra Leone except 
for those importations controlled through 
the certificate of origin regime of the Gov-
ernment of Sierra Leone. In a report issued 
on December 14, 2000, the United Nations 
Panel of Experts established pursuant to 
resolution 1306 found that diamonds rep-

resent a major and primary source of in-
come for the RUF to sustain and advance 
its military activities; that the bulk of the 
RUF diamonds leaves Sierra Leone through 
Liberia; and that such illicit trade cannot 
be conducted without the permission and 
involvement of Liberian government offi-
cials at the highest levels. The Panel rec-
ommended, among other things, a com-
plete embargo on all diamonds from Libe-
ria until Liberia demonstrates convincingly 
that it is no longer involved in the traf-
ficking of arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra 
Leone. 

On March 7, 2001, the Security Council 
unanimously adopted resolution 1343 to im-
pose sanctions against the Government of 
Liberia. The resolution determined that the 
Government of Liberia’s active support for 
the RUF in Sierra Leone and other armed 
rebel groups in neighboring countries con-
stitutes a threat to international peace and 
security in the region and decided that all 
states shall impose an immediate arms em-
bargo on Liberia and also shall impose trav-
el and diamond bans on Liberia on May 
7, 2001, unless the Council determined be-
fore that date that the Government of Li-
beria had ceased its support for the RUF 
and for other armed rebel groups and, in 
particular, had taken a number of concrete 
steps identified in the resolution. In fur-
therance of this resolution, the Secretaries 
of State, Commerce, and Defense have 
taken steps, under their respective authori-
ties, to implement the arms embargo. 

With regard to the travel ban and dia-
mond embargo, the Government of Liberia 
has failed, notwithstanding the two-month 
implementation period granted by resolu-
tion 1343, to honor its commitments to 
cease its support for the RUF and other 
armed rebel groups. As a result, the Secu-
rity Council did not determine that Liberia 
has complied with the demands of the 
Council. 

In Proclamation 7359 of October 10, 
2000, President Clinton suspended the 
entry as immigrants and nonimmigrants of 
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persons who plan, engage in, or benefit 
from activities that support the RUF or 
that otherwise impede the peace process 
in Sierra Leone. The application of that 
Proclamation implements the travel ban im-
posed by resolution 1343. 

Finally, for the reasons discussed above 
and in the enclosed Executive Order, I also 
have found that the Government of Libe-
ria’s continuing facilitation of and participa-
tion in the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds 
from Sierra Leone and its other forms of 
support for the RUF contribute to the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States described 
in Executive Order 13194 with respect to 
which the President declared a national 
emergency. In order to deal with that 
threat, and consistent with resolution 1343 
and this finding, I have taken action to 
prohibit the importation into the United 

States of all rough diamonds from Liberia, 
whether or not such diamonds originated 
there, in order to contribute to the inter-
national effort to bring a prompt end to 
the illicit arms-for-diamonds trade by which 
the RUF perpetuates the tragic conflict in 
Sierra Leone. This action, as well as those 
discussed above, also expresses our outrage 
at the Government of Liberia’s ongoing 
contribution to human suffering in Sierra 
Leone and other neighboring countries, as 
well as its continuing failure to abide by 
international norms and the rule of law. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
May 23, 2001. 

NOTE: The Executive order of May 22 is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the St. Augustine Parish Community in Cleveland, Ohio 
May 24, 2001

Father McNulty, thank you very much, 
sir, for your hospitality and your introduc-
tion. It’s a privilege for me to be here 
with Bishop Pilla, whose reputation at least 
has preceded him as far as the President 
goes. I’ve been looking forward for this op-
portunity to meet such a fine, noble man, 
firmly committed to helping the poor. So, 
Bishop, thank you so much for being here, 
sir. 

I’m honored also to be—to have been 
welcomed by Sister Ambroe. The Sister is 
pretty firm in her—[laughter]—she kept us 
on time. [Laughter] I am thankful to be 
here with distinguished public servants 
from the State of Ohio, your Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, both very good 
friends of mine. Thank you all for being 
here. Two fine United States Senators, 
Mike DeWine and George Voinovich, trav-
eled with me from Washington today. I 

think you’re going back. [Laughter] But 
Ohio is well represented in the Halls of 
the United States Senate with these two 
fine Americans. And two Members of the 
United States Congress, Steve LaTourette 
and Tony Hall from south Ohio, are here 
as well. Thank you all for traveling with 
us today. 

Tony is not from this area, but I can 
assure you that if you got to know him, 
you would know that he shares the same 
passion most of us do for figuring out ways 
to help people in need. The other thing 
that I want to make note of is that Tony 
is a Democrat. And what we’re going to 
talk about today is not a party issue. The 
idea of helping people transcends political 
party. And so, Tony, thank you for coming. 

I want to thank Pam Delly, the principal 
of Our Lady of Angels, for the tour and 
the opportunity to meet the students here. 
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