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visit yesterday. He’s a very interesting man. 
If there were, kind of, objective observers, 
they would have said the body language 
was very strong between us. Prime Minister 
Blair and I get along well. 

I will get along with every leader. I 
haven’t had a chance to nurture a relation-
ship beyond some casual conversations with 
some of the leaders, but I suspect we’ll 
have very close relations with all the lead-
ers. But those two initially are people that 
I feel very comfortable in singling out. 
Havel is a very interesting guy whom I 
admire a lot. I’ve read some of his writings, 
and he’s a legend in many ways in Eastern 
Europe. And I have a great relationship 
with him. 

Q. Is he one of your strongest allies on 
missile defense? 

The President. Well, as I said, there’s 
kind of a code of silence. But I appreciate 
his friendship. 

Okay, get out of here. [Laughter] We’ve 
got to pay for this. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:24 p.m. at 
Mary Chocolatier. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of the United Kingdom; President Jose Maria 
Aznar of Spain; Michel Boey, proprietor, 
Mary Chocolatier; and President Václav 
Havel of the Czech Republic. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
exchange.

Exchange With Reporters in Göteborg, Sweden 
June 14, 2001

European Union-U.S. Summit 
Q. Mr. President, can you share with 

us your message for the European leaders? 
The President. See, Fournier [Ron 

Fournier, Associated Press] asked you to 
ask that. [Laughter] I haven’t made up my 
mind who I’m calling on at the press con-
ference yet, so if you don’t behave, you 
may not get called. 

Q. And chances keep diminishing. Right, 
sir? [Laughter] 

The President. Did you put him up to 
that, Ron? 

Q. I’m not that smart, sir. [Laughter] 
The President. Let me just say this: I’m 

honored to be the first United States Presi-

dent to come to Sweden, and I appreciate 
so very much the hospitality that we’ve re-
ceived, and I’m so looking forward to these 
discussions. What the people of Sweden 
and Europe will realize is that mine is an 
administration that is deeply committed to 
a prosperous Europe and a whole Europe 
and a free Europe. And we look forward 
to a constructive relationship. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:24 p.m. at 
Gunnebo Manor House, prior to the plenary 
session of the European Union-U.S. Summit. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this exchange.
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