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Ours is the first administration that has 
laid out a broad strategy, a comprehensive 
strategy, a strategy that goes beyond the 
stale debates of whether or not we ought 
to drill for natural gas in Alaska, or not. 
This strategy is much broader than that. 
And while I strongly believe we ought to 
explore for natural gas and hydrocarbons 
without destroying our environment—and 
I believe we can do so in Alaska—it’s im-
portant for the American people to under-
stand that we’re talking way beyond just 
one single issue that seems to dominate 
the landscape here in Washington, DC. 

Ours is a program that says: We must 
conserve; we must advance technologies 
that are smart and reasonable and make 
eminent sense for the future of our coun-
try; and that while we’re promoting addi-
tional supply, we must be wise about how 
we get supplies to the consumers. We must 
modernize an aging, decrepit, old, energy-
inefficient infrastructure. It’s about time an 

administration came up and told the truth 
to the American people and laid out a com-
monsense agenda to make sure the great 
future of this country is as bright as it 
possibly can be. 

Mr. Secretary, I’m honored to be here. 
Thank you for the invitation. Again, I want 
to repeat to all the good, hard-working folks 
here in this Department: Thanks for your 
service to the greatest country on the face 
of the Earth. 

God bless you all, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in 
the cafeteria at the Department of Energy. 
In his remarks, he referred to Representative 
George Radanovich and Gov. Gray Davis of 
California. The Executive order of July 31 
on energy efficient standby power devices 
was published in the Federal Register at 66 
FR 40571.

Message to the Congress Transmitting National Energy Policy 
Legislative Initiatives 
June 28, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
One of the first actions I took when I 

became President in January was to create 
the National Energy Policy Development 
Group to examine America’s energy needs 
and to develop a policy to put our Nation’s 
energy future on sound footing. 

I am hereby transmitting to the Congress 
proposals contained in the National Energy 
Policy report that require legislative action. 
In conjunction with executive actions that 
my Administration is already undertaking, 
these legislative initiatives will help address 
the underlying causes of the energy chal-
lenges that Americans face now and in the 
years to come. Energy has enormous impli-
cations for our economy, our environment, 
and our national security. We cannot let 

another year go by without addressing these 
issues together in a comprehensive and bal-
anced package. 

These important legislative initiatives, 
combined with regulatory and administra-
tive actions, comprise a comprehensive and 
forward-looking plan that utilizes 21st cen-
tury technology to allow us to promote con-
servation and diversify our energy supply. 
These actions will increase the quality of 
life of Americans by providing reliable en-
ergy and protecting the environment. 

Our policy will modernize and increase 
conservation by ensuring that energy is 
used as efficiently as possible. In addition, 
the National Energy Policy will modernize 
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and expand our energy infrastructure, cre-
ating a new high-tech energy delivery net-
work that increases the reliability of our 
energy supply. Further, it will diversify our 
energy supply by encouraging renewable 
and alternative sources of energy as well 
as the latest technologies to increase envi-
ronmentally friendly exploration and pro-
duction of domestic energy resources. 

Importantly, our energy policy improves 
and accelerates environmental protection. 
By utilizing the latest in pollution control 
technologies to cut harmful emissions we 
can integrate our desire for a cleaner envi-
ronment and a sufficient supply of energy 

for the future. We will also strengthen 
America’s energy security. We will do so 
by reducing our dependence on foreign 
sources of oil, and by protecting low-in-
come Americans from soaring energy prices 
and supply shortages through programs like 
the Low Income Housing Energy Assist-
ance Program. 

My Administration stands ready to work 
with the Congress to enact comprehensive 
energy legislation this year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 28, 2001.

Statement on the Transfer of Slobodan Milosevic to the War Crimes 
Tribunal 
June 28, 2001

I applaud today’s transfer of indicted war 
criminal Slobodan Milosevic to the War 
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague. This very 
important step by the leaders in Belgrade 
ensures that Milosevic can finally be tried 
for his war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity. During various visits by Yugoslav 
authorities to Washington, they pledged 
that Yugoslavia was committed to cooper-
ating with the Tribunal. Milosevic’s transfer 
is a strong sign of that commitment. We 
are confident that the Government of 
Yugoslavia will continue down the path of 
cooperation with the Tribunal. 

The transfer of Milosevic to The Hague 
is an unequivocal message to those persons 
who brought such tragedy and brutality to 
the Balkans, that they will be held account-
able for their crimes. Milosevic’s transfer 
further signals the commitment of the new 
leadership in Belgrade to turn Yugoslavia 
away from its tragic past and toward a 
brighter future as a full member of the 
community of European democracies. 

The United States stands ready to assist 
the people of Yugoslavia as they continue 
to take the difficult steps to advance its 
democratic and economic reform.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Community Solutions 
Legislation 
June 28, 2001

I commend the House Judiciary Com-
mittee for passing legislation that offers 
hope to tens of millions of people at risk, 
including 15 million children. I believe 

strongly that Government should support 
programs that work to save and change 
lives of those in need. 
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