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And we’re saying that at home as well. 
People who travel say terrorism is not going 
to intimidate us. Tonight I’ve asked the 
Mayor to go out to dinner with me, on 
a Washington—here in the District. He 
said he’s going so long as I pay. [Laughter] 
You’ve got a deal. [Laughter] 

When people go to ball games, they’re 
sending a signal. I mean, we got struck 
hard on September the 11th. All of us 
know that. But you can’t strike the Amer-
ican spirit. It’s strong. It’s vibrant. It’s 

united. And by opening this airport, we’re 
making yet another statement to the terror-
ists: You can’t win. 

Thank you all for being here. God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at 
Terminal C, north pier of the airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. James S. Gil-
more III of Virginia, and Mayor Anthony A. 
Williams of Washington, DC.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Bipartisan Agreement on Fiscal 
Year 2002 Discretionary Appropriations Levels 
October 2, 2001

Dear lllll : 
I support the bipartisan agreement to set 

FY 2002 discretionary appropriations levels 
at a total of $686 billion. If the Congress 
presents appropriations bills to me that 
comply with this aggregate spending level, 
and are otherwise acceptable, I will sign 
them. 

Within this total, I understand that de-
fense activities will be funded at the 
amended budget level. In addition, I un-
derstand that an appropriations bill for edu-
cation will include $4 billion above my 
budget request and will be accommodated 
within the total discretionary level. I also 
understand that the agreement includes 
$2.2 billion in contingent emergency appro-
priations, within the $686 billion agree-
ment. These emergency funds would be 
available only to the extent that they are 
necessary to fund unexpected costs that 
may arise as a consequence of urgent re-
quirements beyond the program funding 
levels provided in the regular appropria-
tions bills. 

This agreement does not compromise my 
discretion to consider the policy and pro-
gram content of legislation before agreeing 
to sign it. However, passage of appropria-

tions measures within the agreed total will 
mean that there will be no disagreement 
between the Congress and my Administra-
tion over aggregate funding levels. 

This agreement is the result of extensive 
discussions to produce an acceptable bipar-
tisan solution to facilitate the orderly enact-
ment of appropriations measures. This 
agreement and the aggregate spending level 
are the result of a strong bipartisan effort 
at this critical time for our Nation, and 
I expect that all parties will now proceed 
expeditiously and in full compliance with 
the agreement. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; Richard A. Gephardt, House 
minority leader; C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations; Thomas A. 
Daschle, Senate majority leader; Trent Lott, 
Senate minority leader; and Robert C. Byrd, 
chairman, and Ted Stevens, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Appropriations. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this letter.
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