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take a position not because of some poll 
or focus group; they should take a position 
on what they think is right and suffer the 
consequences. That’s what a good leader 
does. 

Abraham Lincoln is on the wall here. 
He took a position in what he thought was 
right and stuck by it. He was severely criti-
cized. They made fun of him, the press 
did. They treated him—they accused him 
of not being able to put sentences together 
sometimes. Sounds familiar. [Laughter] But 
he turned out to be a great President, be-
cause he did what he thought was right. 

Winston Churchill, he did what he 
thought was right. George Washington—
you notice I don’t have people in this office 
who tried to figure out what was right. 
You either know what you think is right 
or not what you think is right. And so I 
admire a person for taking a stand. Some-
times the people like it, and sometimes 
they don’t. But at least by taking a stand 
you believe in, you’ll be able to live with 
yourself, which ultimately, to me, that’s 
what’s most important for a leader, to be 
able to be comfortable about who you see 
in the mirror when you wake up in the 
morning. 

Look, I understand the political con-
sequences of making tough decisions. You 
mark my words, people are going to get 
tired of the war on terrorism. And by the 
way, it may take more than 2 years. There’s 

a variety of theaters. So long as anybody’s 
terrorizing established governments, there 
needs to be a war. And so I’ve asked—
you said 1 or 2 years. I envision something 
taking longer than that. 

Now, maybe the Afghan theater will be 
shorter than that or that length. Who 
knows? But we’re patient. But some people 
are going to start to say, ‘‘We’re tired, but 
President Bush keeps going on.’’ And when 
that happens, I want you to know, I will 
be doing it because I think it’s the right 
thing to do. That’s what I’m supposed to 
do. 

So that’s a long answer to a very impor-
tant question, the most fundamental ques-
tion of all. 

Thank you all for coming. I’m looking 
forward to my trip. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:47 p.m. 
in the Oval Office at the White House, and 
the transcript was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on October 17. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan and 
President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea. The 
following journalists participated: Junichi 
Hayakawa, Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan; Yujun 
Ren, People’s Daily, China; and Ki-sop Shin, 
Yonhap, South Korea. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this 
interview.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia 
October 16, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 

to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to significant narcotics traffickers 
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centered in Colombia is to continue in ef-
fect for 1 year beyond October 21, 2001. 

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States and to cause unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm in the 
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain economic pressures on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-

lombia by blocking their property or inter-
ests in property that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
of United States persons and by depriving 
them of access to the United States market 
and financial system. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 17. 
The notice of October 16 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in 
Colombia 
October 16, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), 
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic re-
port on the national emergency with re-
spect to significant narcotics traffickers cen-

tered in Colombia that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 17.

Remarks at the California Business Association Breakfast in Sacramento, 
California 
October 17, 2001

Thank you all so much for that warm 
welcome. And I also want to thank the 
hundreds of our fellow Americans who 
lined the road coming in from the heli-
copter pad. It’s really good to be here in 
California to report on our progress in the 
struggle against terror. Now, there’s the 
long version, and there’s a short version. 

So I’m going to start with the short version: 
Our people are united; our Government 
is determined; our cause is right; and jus-
tice will be done. 

I want to thank Gerry Parsky. I want 
to thank all the folks who put on this—
organized this event. I appreciate so much 
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