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our time has no room for the vision of
the Taliban or Al Qaida.

This is a time of promise for America.
I'm incredibly optimistic about this Nation’s
future, because I understand America and
I understand the people of America. Frank-
lin Roosevelt warned us 70 years ago that
fear feeds on itself and contributes to the
very problems that first gave it rise. Amer-
ica has prevailed over fear in a Great De-
pression and in a global war, and we will
do so again.

The character of our country has not
changed. Oh, the TV sets have changed;
the telephones have changed; the cars have
changed; but not the heart and soul of
America. When they struck America, they
did not understand our Nation. They did
not understand our resolve. They did not
understand our patience. They did not un-
derstand our will to win.

I want to thank the Business Council
for coming and for joining this war. All

of us need to understand, it is now time
to plant the flag of freedom firmly in our
Nation and around the world, because what
we do today will determine whether or not
our children and our grandchildren can
grow up in a life that we knew. What we
do today will determine how free America
is for the future. And we will not fail.
Thank you all for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Thomas L. Morris,
Jr., and Joseph P. Curseen, Jr., postal workers
at the Brentwood postal facility in Wash-
ington, DC, who died as a result of anthrax
infections contracted from contaminated
mail processed at the facility. H.R. 3162,
Uniting and Strengthening America by Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required To Inter-
cept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PA-
TRIOT ACT) Act of 2001, approved October
26, was assigned Public Law No. 107-56.

Statement on the Death of Gerry Solomon

October 26, 2001

Gerry Solomon was a true patriot. A
decorated veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps, he was a tireless advocate of the
men and women of the United States mili-
tary who continued to work to protect the

The President’s Radio Address
October 27, 2001

Good morning. I'm pleased to report that
our Nation continues to take important
steps in the war against terrorism. Next
week, the House of Representatives will be
voting on an airline security bill that Con-
gressman Don Young has introduced.
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interests of America’s veterans long after
his service in the U.S. Congress ended.
Gerry Solomon will always be remembered
as true to his creed: duty, honor, country.

It was modeled after proposals I made
last month. Under the Young bill, the Fed-
eral Government will assume complete con-
trol of airport security and screening. It
also greatly expands the Federal air marshal
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program and provides substantial new fund-
ing for secure cockpits and other security
measures aboard airplanes.

There’s a critical difference between the
Young bill and the bill the Senate passed
a few weeks ago. My approach gives the
Government the flexibility it needs to as-
semble a skilled and disciplined screening
workforce.

The Senate bill mandates that all pas-
senger and baggage screeners be Federal
workers in all circumstances. While that bill
is well-intended, the best approach will be
one that provides flexibility. The Young bill
allows the use of private contractors oper-
ating under tough Federal standards on
background checks with Federal law en-
forcement at every gate to promote better
screening services, and ensure that security
managers can move aggressively to dis-
cipline or fire employees who fail to live
up to the rigorous new standards.

The Young bill is the quickest, most ef-
fective way to increase aviation security.
And time is of the essence. I urge Congress
to move quickly on this vital legislation,
as it did this week in passing new legisla-
tion to fight terrorism.

The bill T signed yesterday gives intel-
ligence and law enforcement officials addi-
tional tools they need to hunt and capture
and punish terrorists. Our enemies operate
by highly sophisticated methods and tech-
nologies, using the latest means of commu-
nication and the new weapon of bioter-
rorism. When earlier laws were written,
some of these methods did not even exist.
The new law recognizes the realities and
dangers posed by the modern terrorist. It
will help us to prosecute terrorist organiza-
tions—and also to detect them before they
strike.

Since 11th of September, the men and
women of our intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies have been relentless in their
work. In return for their exceptional serv-
ice, these public servants deserve our full
support and every means of help that we
can provide. Intelligence operations and

criminal investigations have often had to
operate on separate tracks. The new law
will make it easier for all agencies to share
vital information about terrorist activity.

Surveillance of communications is an-
other essential method of law enforcement.
But for a long time, we have been working
under laws written in the era of rotary tele-
phones. Under the new law, officials may
conduct court-ordered surveillance of all
modern forms of communication used by
terrorists.

In recent years, some investigations have
been hindered by limits on the reach of
Federal search warrants. Officials had to
get a new warrant for each new district
and investigation covered, even when in-
volving the same suspect. As of now, war-
rants are valid across districts and across
State lines.

And finally, the new legislation greatly
enhances the penalties that will fall on ter-
rorists or anyone who helps them. Federal
law now provides harsh penalties for pos-
session of biological weapons. It is now
easier to seize the assets of groups or indi-
viduals involved in terrorism. Government
has greater ability to deport known terror-
ists and their supporters. And the statute
of limitations on terrorist acts have been
lengthened, along with prison sentences, for
terrorist crimes.

These measures were enacted with broad
support in both parties. They reflect a firm
resolve to uphold and respect the civil lib-
erties guaranteed by the Constitution, while
dealing swiftly and severely with terrorists.

Now comes the duty of carrying them
out. And I can assure all Americans that
these important new statutes will be en-
forced to the full.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 11:50
a.m. on October 26 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on October 27. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 26 but was embargoed for release
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until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Public Law 107-56, the
Uniting and Strengthening America by Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required To Inter-
cept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA

PATRIOT ACT) Act of 2001, approved Oc-
tober 26. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Forum

October 29, 2001

Well, thank you very much for that warm
welcome. Many of you have traveled half
a world for this gathering, and I'm honored
to be with you. I want to thank you all
for coming.

This conference was delayed by the
events of September the 11th, but our
common goal will not be delayed or denied.
We have a unique opportunity to build ties
of trade and trust that will improve the
lives on both our continents. And we will
seize this opportunity.

I appreciate so very much the leadership
of our Secretary of State. He has done a
fabulous job of assembling a coalition of
people from all around the world to fight
terror. I picked the right man for this time
in history.

I want to thank the Ministers and Am-
bassadors from the 35 African nations who
are represented here. Thank you all for
coming. I appreciate the three members
of my Cabinet who are on the stage with
us today, members who represent trade and
economic activity and economic develop-
ment, people who join me in my commit-
ment for a freer world and a prosperous
Africa. T want to thank Secretary of Treas-
ury O'Neill, Secretary of Commerce Evans,
and U.S. Trade Representative Zoellick for
being here as well. Thank you all for com-
ing.

I appreciate USAID Administrator An-
drew Natsios for being here as well. Andy,
thank you for coming. And I, too, want
to thank Members of the United States
Congress, Republican and Democrat, who
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have come to join on this important effort.
Senator Lugar, Congressman Royce, Con-
gressman Levin, and Congressman Jeffer-
son, I'm honored you all would take time
to be here to represent the solidarity of
our entire Government in promoting what’s
right and responsible on the African Con-
tinent.

And I want to thank members of the
business and NGO communities who are
here, as well. And thank you for working
so hard to put together the coalition that
enabled the passage of one of the most
hopeful acts that Congress has passed. I
appreciate your time; I appreciate your ef-
forts; and I appreciate your concern.

Let me begin by thanking the nations
of Africa for their support following Sep-
tember the 11th. America will never forget
the many messages of sympathy and soli-
darity sent by African heads of state. Am-
bassadors from southern Africa presented
a check to the American Red Cross to assist
the families of the victims. One Rwandan
journalist wrote in a condolence book at
the U.S. Embassy, “We feel and under-
stand what the Americans must be experi-
encing. The forces of evil must be fought
and defeated wherever they are.” That rep-
resents exactly the firm resolve of the
American people. We will fight and defeat
the forces of evil wherever they are.

Over 80 countries, including Ethiopia
and Egypt, Ghana and Gambia, Kenya, Ni-
geria, South Africa, Togo, and Zimbabwe,
lost citizens along with the Americans on
September the 11th. The United States is
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