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Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Nov. 14

Exchange With Reporters on the Arrival of President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia in Crawford, Texas 
November 14, 2001

Q. Are you going to tour today? Are you 
going to take him around today? 

President Bush. Yes, we’re going to take 
a tour. 

Q. What are you going to do? 
President Bush. Well, I want to show 

him some of my favorite spots on the 
ranch. 

Q. Which are? 
President Bush. Most of it. [Laughter] 
Q. ——it’s raining. 
President Bush. Excuse me? 

Q. It’s raining. 
President Bush. The President brought 

rain, for which we’re always grateful in the 
State of Texas. 

Q. Is it great to be back at the ranch? 
President Bush. I’m thrilled to be here. 

There is no better gift than rain. 

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 
3:15 p.m. at the Bush Ranch. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
exchange.

Statement on the World Trade Organization’s Decision To Launch a New 
Round of Global Trade Negotiations 
November 14, 2001

I commend the decision by the world’s 
trading nations meeting in Qatar to launch 
a new round of global trade negotiations. 
This bold declaration of hope by the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) has the poten-
tial to expand prosperity and development 
throughout the world and revitalize the 
global economy. It also sends a powerful 
signal that the world’s trading nations sup-
port peaceful and open exchange and reject 
the forces of fear and protectionism. 

Today’s action advances the United 
States agenda to liberalize world trade—
something that will benefit all Americans. 
By promoting open trade, we expand export 
markets and create high-paying jobs for 
American workers and farmers, while pro-
viding more choices and lower prices for 
goods and services for American families. 

Today’s decision offers fresh hope for the 
world’s developing nations, with whom the 
United States worked closely in crafting an 
agenda for trade negotiations. It reflects 
our common understanding that a new 

trade round can give developing countries 
greater access to world markets and lift the 
lives of millions now living in poverty. In 
addition, the WTO meeting affirmed the 
commitment of all nations to help end the 
scourge of health pandemics such as HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria by high-
lighting rules governing access to lifesaving 
medicines. 

I also commend the historic decision to 
welcome into the WTO the People’s Re-
public of China and Taiwan, united in their 
commitment to expand shared rules and 
opportunity to all members. I thank Ambas-
sador Zoellick, Secretary Veneman, and 
Secretary Evans for their skill in helping 
WTO members reach this accord, as well 
as the select corps of U.S. Government ne-
gotiators who assisted them. 

The WTO leadership, particularly Direc-
tor-General Moore, did a superb job of lay-
ing the groundwork for the ministerial. I 
also thank the Government of Qatar, the 
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