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and talent and dedication but compassion
for the millions of cancer patients and their
families who are struggling with this dis-
ease.

Several principles will guide the National
Cancer Institute. The Institute will fund
and conduct aggressive basic research in
order to understand the fundamental na-
ture of cancer. NCI researchers and clini-
cians will collaborate with other Federal
health agencies to translate advances in re-
search into new tools to fight cancer. NCI
will work cooperatively with other Govern-
ment agencies and with private organiza-
tions to expand research opportunities. Re-
searchers and practitioners will not only
strive to eliminate and cure cancer but to
help cancer survivors lead richer and fuller
lives. And the Institute will conduct re-
search to help close the prevention and

treatment gap for minorities, who are dis-
proportionately affected by cancer.

Our war against cancer is a war Waged
on behalf of all Americans of every back-
ground. We now have technologies and re-
search opportunities unthinkable just years
ago, which make the defeat of cancer a
realistic hope. With the right leadership,
the dreams of three decades of research,
and the hopes of every person and every
family struggling with cancer, we may reach
our goal within the new decade. And we've
chosen a great man to lead the cause.

Welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m. in
Presidential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Dr. von
Eschenbach.

Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree

December 6, 2001

Be seated, please—except for you all
[Laughter]

I want to thank you very much and wel-
come you all to this year’s Christmas Pag-
eant of Peace. During this time of conflict
and challenge, we once again celebrate the
season of hope and the season of joy. We
give thanks to our Nation and to our fami-
lies and to our friends.

The First Lady and I are so honored
to be here. I want to thank Peter Nostrand
and the committee for putting this to-
gether, and I particularly want to thank the
entertainment committee—the person in
charge of getting these fantastic enter-
tainers to come tonight. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts.

I want to thank all the employees and
sponsors who put on this magnificent event.
I want to thank Fran Mainella, the Director
of the National Park Service, and all the
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Park Service employees who have worked
hard to put this event on.

I want to thank Santa Claus for being
here tonight. [Laughter] I've been looking
for you, Santa. [Laughter]

In a moment, we will light the National
Christmas Tree, a tradition Americans have
been celebrating since 1923. The history
of this event has included some memorable
moments, including 60 years ago, less than
3 weeks after the attack on Pear] Harbor,
when Prime Minister Winston Churchill
made an appearance with President Frank-
lin Roosevelt to light the tree.

Now once again, we celebrate Christmas
in a time of testing, with American troops
far from home. This season finds our coun-
try with losses to mourn and great tasks
to complete. In all those tasks, it is worth
recalling the words from a beautiful Christ-
mas hymn. In the third verse of “O Holy
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Night,” we sing, “His law is love, and His
gospel is peace. Chains ye shall break, for
the slave is our brother. And in His name
all oppression shall cease.”

America seeks peace and believes in jus-
tice. We fight only when necessary. We
fight so that oppression may cease, and
even in the midst of war, we pray for peace
on Earth and good will to men.

This is a time of the year for families
and friends to gather together, not simply
to celebrate the season but to renew the
bonds of love and affection that give fulfill-
ment to our lives. And this is a year we
will not forget those who lost loved ones
in the attacks on September the 11th and
on the battlefield. They will remain in our
prayers.

It is now my honor to invite Leon
Patterson and Faith Elseth and Laura to
join me up here as we light the National
Christmas Tree. Leon and Faith’s fathers,

Major Clifford Patterson and Lt. Com-
mander Robert Elseth, served in the
United States military. Both of these good
men were lost in the attack on the Pen-
tagon.

Leon and Faith, we thank you for help-
ing us celebrate Christmas. You remind us
of the comfort of Christmas, that hope
never fails and love never ends.

And now, would you please help Laura
light up our beautiful tree.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on
the Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pag-
eant of Peace. In his remarks, he referred
to Peter F. Nostrand, chairman, Christmas
Pageant of Peace, and television weatherman
Doug Hill, who played the role of Santa
Claus. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Trade Promotion

Authority Legislation
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I commend the House of Representatives
for passing legislation that will restore our
Nation’s authority to negotiate trade agree-
ments. Trade promotion authority will give
me the flexibility I need to secure the
greatest possible trade opportunities for
America’s farmers, workers, families, and
consumers.

Trade promotion authority is a key part
of our trade agenda. It will help us pursue
and complete trade agreements, including

the global trade negotiations launched last
month in Doha, Qatar. By promoting open
trade, we expand export markets and create
high-paying jobs for Americans, while pro-
viding opportunities for other nations as a
result of free trade.

Now that the House has acted, I urge
the Senate to move quickly to send me
a trade promotion authority bill I can sign.
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