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But the other thing that the terrorist 
doesn’t understand was how strong our—
the strength of America. They didn’t under-
stand that. And the strength of America 
is our citizens: citizens who love each other; 
citizens who are decent; citizens who, when 
called upon, can respond to any adversity. 

And that’s exactly what’s happening here 
on the White House lawn today. People 
from all walks of life, all political parties, 
some of who probably have never been to 
New York City before, have said, ‘‘What 
can I do to help? How can I help some-
body whose lives have been adversely af-
fected by the evil ones?’’ And behind me 
sits the answer, one beautiful, well-manu-
factured truck, made by an entrepreneur 
in Louisiana who asked his people to work 
overtime, and they did, to deliver it here 
today. I know I speak on behalf of all 
Americans: Thank you for what you’re 
doing. 

No, they roused a mighty nation. They 
roused a mighty nation, and we will not 
be stopped. We’re not going to be stopped 
overseas, and we’re sure not going to be 
stopped here at home. 

I hope every family here and all the folks 
who volunteered to make this happen have 
a wonderful holiday season. May God bless 
your families, and may God continue to 
bless America. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. M.J. ‘‘Mike’’ 
Foster, Jr., of Louisiana, and his wife, Alice; 
Ronald Goldman, who initiated the idea of 
the ‘‘Spirit of Louisiana’’; Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
and Chris Ferrara, president and chief execu-
tive officer, Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Aeronautics and Space 
Activities 
December 19, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit this report on 

the Nation’s achievements in aeronautics 
and space during Fiscal Year (FY) 2000, 
as required under section 206 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics 
and space activities involved 11 contributing 
departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government, and the results of their ongo-
ing research and development affect the 
Nation in many ways. 

A wide variety of aeronautics and space 
developments took place during FY 2000. 
The National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) successfully completed 
four Space shuttle flights. In terms of 
robotic space flights, there were 24 U.S. 
expendable launch vehicle launches in FY 

2000. Five of these launches were NASA-
managed missions, nine were Department 
of Defense (DoD)-managed missions, and 
eight were FAA-licensed commercial 
launches. In addition, NASA flew one pay-
load as a secondary payload on one of the 
FAA-licensed commercial launches. This 
year, two new launch vehicles debuted: the 
Lockheed Martin Atlas IIIA and the Boeing 
Delta III, each serving as transition vehicles 
leading the way for the new generation of 
evolved expendable launch vehicles. 

Scientists also made some dramatic new 
discoveries in various space-related fields 
such as space science, Earth science and 
remote sensing, and life and microgravity 
science. In aerospace, achievements in-
cluded the demonstration of technologies 
that will reduce the environmental impact 
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of aircraft operations, reinvigorate the gen-
eral aviation industry, improve the safety 
and efficiency of U.S. commercial airlines 
and air traffic control system, and reduce 
the future cost of access to space. 

The United States also entered into 
many new agreements for cooperation with 
its international partners around the world 
in many areas of space activity. 

Thus, FY 2000 was a very successful one 
for U.S. aeronautics and space programs. 
Efforts in these areas have contributed sig-

nificantly to the Nation’s scientific and 
technical knowledge, international coopera-
tion, a healthier environment, and a more 
competitive economy. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 19, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 20.

Remarks to Martha’s Table Leaders and Volunteers 
December 20, 2001

Thank you all. It must be hard to de-
scribe how to cause people to love one 
another, which is precisely why this pro-
gram is so meaningful and so real to peo-
ple. I’m here because I want the American 
people to understand the greatest gift they 
can give this holiday season is to programs 
such as Martha’s Table. 

We’re such a generous nation, and after 
September the 11th, people gave very gen-
erously to those whose lives were affected 
as a result of the terrorist activity. But un-
fortunately, contributions to organizations, 
community-based organizations all aimed at 
helping brothers and sisters in need, have 
fallen off. 

And so my wish for Christmas, for the 
holiday season, is for our country to be 
at peace, to be protected, that our men 
and women overseas are protected, but that 
the great generosity of Americans come to 
the surface again to help people whose sole 
purpose is to say, ‘‘What can I do to help 
somebody? What can I do? How can I live 
the Biblical admonition to treat somebody 
just like I’d like to be treated myself?’’

I want to thank the leadership of this 
great program. It’s a pretty strong leader-
ship. First of all, they got my mother to 
come—[laughter]—who said, ‘‘When you 

get up there, you make sure you go by 
Martha’s Table.’’ I said, ‘‘Yes, ma’am.’’ 
[Laughter] And by the way, I’m going to 
see her Saturday, and I look forward to 
telling her you’re doing great. I got to see 
the expansion, the new addition to this pro-
gram. And I want to congratulate the mem-
bers of the board and the hard workers 
who’ve gone out to raise the money to see 
that the expansion came to be. I want to 
thank all the volunteers who are here. 

You know, part of my vision for a better 
America is that our country understands the 
power of faith-based and community-based 
organizations—and government should do 
everything it can to facilitate their expan-
sion all around the country—that a lot of 
times faith can do things that others can’t. 
And while governments should never pro-
mote a particular religion, governments 
should not fear faith and should welcome 
those programs based upon faith, because 
government couldn’t possibly duplicate 
what goes on inside this building. There 
is no way that our Government could man-
date love. I used to tell people, I wish 
I could make people love one another, and 
I’d sign the bill, but that’s not the way 
life works. What happens is, dedicated citi-
zens decide they’re going to do something 
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