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Dec. 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

We affirm our desire to strengthen our 
energy partnership to diversify export op-
tions for Kazakhstan’s oil and gas and to 
diversify global energy supplies. We share 
the view that a key element of this effort 
is development of multiple pipelines that 
will ensure delivery of Caspian energy to 
world markets, unfettered by monopolies 
or constrained by geographic chokepoints. 
We welcome the recent opening of the 
Caspian Pipeline Consortium (CPC) Pipe-
line and underscore our support for devel-
opment of the Aktau-Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
oil export route on commercial terms. We 
will also work together to protect the rights 
of foreign investors and to abide by deci-
sions of courts, particularly of international 
courts of arbitration. 

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our 

desire to strengthen democratic institutions 
and processes, such as independent media, 
local government, pluralism, and free and 
fair elections. We also reiterate our mutual 
commitments to advance the rule of law 
and promote freedom of religion and other 
universal human rights as promoted by the 
United Nations and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, of 
which we are both members. Finally, we 
pledge to enhance understanding between 
the citizens of our two countries by pro-
moting people-to-people exchanges, initia-
tives of non-governmental organizations, 
and contacts between business people. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement on Signing Legislation Establishing the Detroit River 
International Wildlife Refuge 
December 21, 2001

Today I am very pleased to sign into 
law H.R. 1230, which will establish the De-
troit River International Wildlife Refuge, 
the first-ever international wildlife refuge. 

The Detroit River on the Michigan-Can-
ada border has lost over 95 percent of its 
coastal wetland habitat and has been des-
ignated a Waterfowl Habitat Area of Con-
cern by the Canadian and American gov-
ernments. Establishing this International 
Wildlife Refuge will do a lot to provide 
this special place with the protection that 
it needs. 

This area is a prime waterfowl migration 
corridor and is considered a special place 
for sportsmen, birders, and boaters. An es-
timated 300,000 diving ducks stop in the 

River to rest and feed during their fall mi-
gration from Canada. At least 65 species 
of fish live in the Detroit River, including 
millions of walleye. 

This innovative legislation enhances pub-
lic-private partnerships for conservation and 
habitat restoration. I want to thank the 
many area businesses and groups that de-
veloped the conservation vision for the ref-
uge. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 21, 2001. 

NOTE: H.R. 1230, approved December 21, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–91.
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