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first agreement is with the Nature Conser-
vancy, the world’s largest private inter-
national conservation group, to study land 
use and forestry practices for storing carbon 
more effectively in Brazil and Belize. The 
second is with an international team of en-
ergy companies—BP–Amoco, Shell, Chev-
ron, Texaco, Pan Canadian (Canada), 
Suncor Energy (Canada), ENI (Italy), 
Statoil Forskningssenter (Norway), and 
Norsk Hydro (Norway)—to develop a new 
set of technologies for reducing the cost 
of capturing carbon dioxide from fossil fuel 
combustion plants. Grants for six other se-
questration research projects have also been 
awarded under this $25 million initiative 
that leverages an additional $50 million 
from the private sector and foreign govern-
ments. 

To further cooperation in the Western 
Hemisphere and beyond on climate change, 
the Department of Treasury yesterday en-
tered into a $14 million ‘‘debt for forest’’ 
agreement with the Government of El Sal-
vador under the Tropical Forest Conserva-
tion Act. By funding tropical forest con-
servation in that country, the agreement 
will secure important benefits of carbon se-
questration and climate change mitigation. 

Fostering further scientific cooperation 
on climate change among nations in our 
hemisphere, the Department of Commerce 
is bringing together more than 100 sci-
entists from the United States, Mexico, and 
South America to study the regional im-
pacts of climate change, another important 
area of uncertainty highlighted by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences study. 

My Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator also met with the Canadian 
and Mexican Environment Ministers on 
June 29 and pledged to jointly consider 
‘‘market-based approaches for carbon se-
questration, energy efficiency, and renew-
able energy in North America.’’ Today the 
United States will host a meeting with the 
Japanese Environment Minister at which 
they will focus on opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation on climate change, including 
enhanced, joint climate modeling research. 

Finally, in keeping with my commitment 
to engage internationally, the United States 
has participated and will continue to par-
ticipate constructively in international dis-
cussions on climate change, including in the 
upcoming Sixth Conference of the Parties 
to the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP–6) that begins this Monday 
in Bonn, Germany. 

These initiatives illustrate the efforts my 
administration will continue to encourage 
strongly. These partnerships leverage re-
sources to achieve tangible results. In many 
cases, their scope is international, reflecting 
the fact that both the problem and solu-
tions for climate change extend beyond the 
borders of any one nation. And they rep-
resent the kind of investments in scientific 
and technological knowledge on which real 
progress on this long-term challenge must 
be based. I am pleased that those who are 
signing agreements with us or who have 
otherwise pledged to pursue joint research 
with our Government share our vision of 
enhancing our knowledge and making 
progress on this important issue.

Statement: Toward a Democratic Cuba 
July 13, 2001

Seven years ago today a tugboat carrying 
72 people off the coast of Cuba, the 13 
de Marzo, was repeatedly rammed by 
Cuban authorities, resulting in 41 deaths, 

including 10 children. On this sad anniver-
sary, the United States extends condolences 
to the families and survivors of this tragedy. 
The tyranny that rules Cuba today bears 
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direct responsibility for this and other 
crimes—crimes, that should not go 
unpunished, against innocent civilians, and 
countless other human rights violations over 
the years. 

As I said on Cuban Independence Day, 
the sanctions the United States enforces 
against the Castro regime are not just a 
policy tool but a moral statement. It is 
wrong to prop up a regime that routinely 
stifles all the freedoms that make us 
human. The United States stands opposed 
to such tyranny and will oppose any at-
tempt to weaken sanctions against the Cas-
tro regime until it respects the basic human 
rights of its citizens, frees political pris-
oners, holds democratic free elections, and 
allows free speech. 

In order to manage more effectively the 
sanctions against the Cuban regime and en-
force the Federal regulations governing the 
embargo, I have asked the Treasury De-
partment to enhance and expand the en-
forcement capabilities of the Office of For-
eign Assets Control in this area. It is impor-
tant that we uphold and enforce the law 
to the fullest extent with a view toward 
preventing unlicensed and excessive travel, 

enforcing limits on remittances, and ensur-
ing humanitarian and cultural exchanges ac-
tually reach pro-democracy activists in 
Cuba. 

In addition, I will expand support for 
human rights activists and the democratic 
opposition, and we will provide additional 
funding for nongovernmental organizations 
to work on pro-democracy programs in 
Cuba. Focusing our support on activities 
that promote democratic values will go a 
long way toward accelerating the demo-
cratic transition of Cuba. 

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to an-
nounce the Director, Office of Cuba 
Broadcasting, Mr. Salvador Lew, a well-re-
spected journalist and member of the Advi-
sory Board for Cuba Broadcasting. I have 
told Mr. Lew that my number one priority 
is to make sure that Radio and TV Marti 
are broadcast clearly to Cuba allowing 
every Cuban citizen access to accurate news 
and information. In order to do that, I have 
instructed him to use all available means 
to overcome the jamming of Radio and TV 
Marti. Once we open the flow of informa-
tion, the demands for freedom will ring 
stronger than ever.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With 
United Nations Security Council Resolutions 
July 13, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Authorization for 

Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion (Public Law 102–1) and as part of 
my effort to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am reporting on the status of 
efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance with the 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations 
Security Council. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President 
pro tempore of the Senate.
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