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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 16, 2001

Dear :

Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-114) (the “Act”), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that the suspen-
sion for 6 months beyond August 1, 2001,
of the right to bring an action under title
IIT of the Act is necessary to the national
interests of the United States and will expe-
dite a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Remarks at the World Bank
July 17, 2001

Thank you all very much. Mr. Ambas-
sador, thank you very much for your distin-
guished years. Thank you for your service.
Thank you for your kind comments. I'm
honored to be here today with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, Paul O’Neill—thank
you for being here, Mr. Secretary—as well
as our Trade Ambassador, Bob Zoellick. I
appreciate the leadership that these two
men have shown. Their steady advice, their
standards, their adherence to principle
make my job a lot easier.

I also want to thank Jim Wolfensohn for
not only the invitation to be here but for
your traveling long distances to get here
to hear this speech. He said he landed at
6 o'clock this morning. Obviously, hed
never heard me give a speech before.
[Laughter] But I do appreciate his leader-
ship. I appreciate the fact that he’s raised
the profile of global poverty and has under-
scored the importance for erasing it. I'm
proud of his leadership, and I'm proud of
the folks that work here at the World Bank.
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms,
ranking member, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chairman,
and Ted Stevens, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking
member, House Committee on International
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman,
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House
Committee on Appropriations.

And T want to thank you for coming to
give me a chance to speak to you.

Last month in Poland, I talked about Eu-
rope and America working in partnership
to build a house of freedom, a house whose
doors should be open to all of Europe’s
emerging democracies and a house whose
windows should be open to help Europe
and America see clearly their challenges
and responsibilities in the rest of the world.

My last trip to Europe focused mainly
on opening the doors of freedom through-
out Europe by enlarging NATO and the
European Union. Tomorrow I will travel
to Europe to meet with leaders of the
world’s most industrialized nations, as well
as Russia, to discuss the developing world
and its needs and the developed world and
our duties.

The needs are many and undeniable, and
they are a challenge to our conscience and
to complacency. A world where some live
in comfort and plenty while half of the
human race lives on less than $2 a day
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is neither just nor stable. As we recognize
this great need, we can also recognize even
greater promise.

World poverty is ancient, yet the hope
of real progress against poverty is new. Vast
regions and nations from Chile to Thailand
are escaping the bonds of poverty and op-
pression by embracing markets and trade
and new technologies. What some call
globalization is, in fact, the triumph of
human liberty stretching across national
borders. And it holds the promise of deliv-
ering billions of the world’s citizens from
disease and hunger and want. This is a
great and noble prospect, that freedom can
work not just in the New World or the
Old World but in all the world.

We have, today, the opportunity to in-
clude all the world’s poor in an expanding
circle of development, throughout all the
Americas, all of Asia, and all of Africa. This
is a great moral challenge, what Pope John
Paul II called placing the freedom of the
market in the service of human freedom
in its totality. Our willingness to recognize
that with freedom comes great responsi-
bility, especially for the least among us,
may take the measure of the 21st century.

This cause is a priority of the United
States foreign policy, because we do recog-
nize our responsibilities and because having
strong and stable nations as neighbors in
the world is in our own best interests.

In centuries past, strong nations often
wanted weak neighbors to dominate. In our
age, strong nations must recognize the ben-
efits of successful partners around the
world. Strong partners export their prod-
ucts, not their problems. Conquering pov-
erty creates new customers. And a world
that is more free and more prosperous is
also a world much more likely to remain
at peace.

To build this better world, we must be
guided by three great goals. First, America
and her friends and allies must pursue poli-
cies to keep the peace and promote pros-
perity. The United States and her allies will

pursue a balance of world power that favors
human freedom.

This requires a new strategic framework
that moves beyond cold war doctrines and
addresses the threats of a new century,
such as cyberterrorism, weapons of mass
destruction, missiles in the hands of those
for whom terror and blackmail are a very
way of life. These threats have the potential
to destabilize freedom and progress, and
we will not permit it.

Prosperity depends on a stable and
peaceful world. Global prosperity also de-
pends on the world’s economic powers
keeping our economic houses in order. We
all must pursue pro-growth policies that en-
courage greater productivity, reduce tax
burdens, while maintaining fiscal responsi-
bility and stable prices.

Our second goal is to ignite a new era
of global economic growth through a world
trading system that is dramatically more
open and more free. One of the most im-
portant objectives of my meetings with
other G-7 leaders in Italy will be to secure
their strong endorsement for a launch of
a new round of global trade negotiations
later this year.

And at home, one of my most important
legislative priorities will be to secure from
Congress trade promotion authority that
five other Presidents have had, an authority
necessary so that when our United States
enters into agreement, the countries with
whom we've agreed to will understand we
mean business. It's time for Congress to
act.

Free trade applies the power of markets
to the needs of the poor. We know that
nations that open their economies to the
benefits of trade are more successful in
climbing out of poverty. We know that giv-
ing developing countries greater access to
world markets can quickly and dramatically
raise investment levels and incomes. We
also know that free trade encourages the
habits of liberty that sustain freedom over
the long haul. That is why I applaud the
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World Bank’s leadership in helping coun-
tries build the institutions and expertise
they need to benefit from trade.

Despite trade’s proven track record for
lifting the lives of the poor, organizers of
the summit expect many people to take
to the streets later this week in Italy to
try to stop our progress. They seek to shut
down meetings because they want to shut
down free trade. I respect the right to
peaceful expression, but make no mistake,
those who protest free trade are no friends
of the poor. Those who protest free trade
seek to deny them their best hope for es-
caping poverty.

Legitimate concerns about labor stand-
ards, the environment, economic dislocation
should be and will be addressed. But we
must reject a protectionism that blocks the
path of prosperity for developing countries.
We must reject policies that would con-
demn them to permanent poverty. As my
friend the former President of Mexico,
Eresto Zedillo, said, the protesters seem
strangely determined to save the developing
world from development.

Our third goal must be to work in true
partnership with developing countries to re-
move the huge obstacles to development,
to help them fight illiteracy, disease,
unsustainable debt. This is compassionate
conservatism at an international level. And
it’s the responsibility that comes with free-
dom and prosperity.

Already, 23 of the world’s poorest nations
are benefiting from efforts to relieve them
of the crippling burden of massive debt.
These nations have committed themselves
to economic reform and to channeling the
savings from debt relief into health and
education. The United States has been and
will continue to be a world leader on re-
sponsible debt relief.

The developed nations must also increase
our commitment to help educate people
throughout the world. Literacy and learning
are the foundation of democracy and devel-
opment. That is why I propose the United
States increase funding for our education
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assistance programs by nearly 20 percent.
Today I'm directing the Secretary of State
and the Administrator of the Agency for
International Development to develop an
initiative to improve basic education and
teacher training in Africa, where some
countries are expected to lose 10 percent
or more of their teachers to AIDS in the
next 5 years.

For its part, the World Bank and the
other development banks must, as Secretary
O'Neill has noted, focus on raising produc-
tivity in developing nations, especially
through investments in education. Yet, only
about 7 percent of World Bank resources
are devoted to education. Moreover, these
funds are provided as loans that must be
repaid and often times aren’t. Today I call
on all multilateral development banks to
increase the share of their funding devoted
to education and to tie support more di-
rectly to clear and measurable results.

I also propose the World Bank and other
development banks dramatically increase
the share of their funding provided as
grants rather than loans to the poorest
countries. Specifically, I propose that up
to 50 percent of the funds provided by
the development banks to the poorest
countries be provided as grants for edu-
cation, health, nutrition, water supply, sani-
tation, and other human needs, which will
be a major step forward. Debt relief is real-
ly a short-term fix. The proposal today
doesn’t merely drop the debt; it helps stop
the debt.

The world also needs to begin realizing
the enormous potential of biotechnology to
help end hunger. The U.N. has recently
reported biotechnology can dramatically im-
prove crop yields in developing countries
while using fewer pesticides and less water.
We need to move forward based on sound
science to bring these benefits to the 800
million people, including 300 million chil-
dren, who still suffer from hunger and mal-
nutrition.

Finally, the Genoa Summit will formally
launch a new global fund to combat HIV/
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AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. The
United States was the first to announce our
contribution to this fund, originally called
for by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
We are proud to have been a leader in
developing the fund’s structure and its
focus on prevention with a broad strategy
that includes treatment and care.

And I'm proud that our country contrib-
utes nearly $1 billion annually to inter-
national efforts to combat AIDS and infec-
tious diseases. I might remind folks, that’s
more than twice the amount of the second
largest donor. We stand ready to commit
more to the global fund when it dem-
onstrates success.

In all these areas—health, education,
hunger, and debt—America is committed
to walking alongside leaders and nations
that are traveling the hard but rewarding
path of political and economic reform, na-
tions that are committed to rooting out cro-
nyism and corruption, nations that are com-
mitted to building the institutions of free-
dom and good government.

In 1950, at the height of the cold war,
John Foster Dulles issued a promise to the

people of South Korea. “You're not alone,”
he said. “You'll never be alone so long as
you continue to play worthily your part in
the great design of human freedom.” Fifty
years since, our circumstances have
changed beyond recognition. The world is
no longer divided into armed camps. De-
mocracy has become a seed on the wind,
taking root in many nations. So much has
changed, yet America’s commitment is still
the same.

To all nations promoting democratic gov-
ernment and the rule of law so that trade
and aid can succeed, you're not alone. To
all nations tearing down the walls of sus-
picion and isolation and building ties of
trade and trust, youre not alone. And to
all nations who are willing to stake their
future on the global progress of liberty, you
will never be alone. This is my Nation’s
pledge, a pledge I will keep.

Thank you for having me.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in
the Preston Auditorium at the World Bank.
In his remarks, he referred to James D.
Wolfensohn, president, World Bank Group.

Statement on the Death of Katharine Graham

July 17, 2001

The Nation’s Capital and our entire Na-
tion today mourn the loss of the beloved
first lady of Washington and American jour-
nalism, Katharine Graham. Her legacy and
influence spanned many different arenas,
from powerful publisher to quiet philan-
thropist, to accomplished businesswoman,
to Pulitzer Prize winning author, to gra-
cious and loyal friend. Presidents come and
go, and Katharine Graham knew them all.
When Laura and I moved to Washington,
she was the first to welcome a new Presi-
dent to the Nation’s Capital with a dinner
at her home. Mrs. Graham became a leg-
end in her own lifetime because she was

a true leader and a true lady, steely yet
shy, powerful yet humble, known for her
integrity and always gracious and generous
to others. Her life, chronicled in her Pul-
itzer Prize-winning autobiography, presents
a tremendous example for our generation
and generations to come. Laura and I send
our prayers to her children and grand-
children, to her colleagues at the Wash-
ington Post Co., and to her many friends
throughout Washington, America, and the
world. She will be sorely missed.
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