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with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of weap-
ons-usable fissile material in the territory
of the Russian Federation that was declared
in Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
June 18, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 19.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass

Destruction
June 18, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 401(c)
of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), 1 transmit herewith a 6-month
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect
to the proliferation of weapons of mass de-

struction that was declared in Executive
Order 12938 of November 14, 1994.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
June 18, 2002.

NoTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 19.

Remarks Announcing the International Mother and Child HIV Prevention

Initiative
June 19, 2002

Good morning. The global devastation of
HIV/AIDS staggers the imagination and
shocks the conscience. The disease has al-
ready killed over 20 million people, and
it’s poised to kill at least 40 million more.

In Africa, the disease clouds the future
of entire nations and threatens to hold back
the hopes of an entire continent. In the
hardest hit countries of sub-Sahara Africa
as much as one-third of the adult popu-
lation is infected with HIV, and 10 percent
or more of the schoolteachers will die of
AIDS within 5 years.

The wasted human lives that lie behind
these numbers are a call to action for every
person on the planet and for every govern-
ment. So today, my administration is an-
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nouncing another important new initiative
in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

I want to thank Secretary Powell and
Secretary O'Neill for their hard work on
this project. I appreciate so very much
Tommy Thompson, Secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
for he and his staff’s vision and implemen-
tation, procedures for this project. I want
to thank Andrew Natsios, the Administrator
of USAID. I appreciate Dr. Tony Fauci,
the Director of NIH, for being here as
well—of the Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases Department. Thank you, Tony, for
your hard work on this. I appreciate Sen-
ator Bill Frist and Senator Jesse Helms for
their vision on this issue. And I appreciate
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Jim Kolbe from the House of Representa-
tives. Thank you all for being here today.

One of our best opportunities for
progress against AIDS lies in preventing
mothers from passing on the HIV virus to
their children. Worldwide, close to 2,000
babies are infected with HIV every day,
during pregnancy, birth, or through breast-
feeding. Most of those infected will die be-
fore their fifth birthday. The ones who are
not infected will grow up as orphans when
their parents die of AIDS. New advances
in medical treatment give us the ability to
save many of these young lives. And we
must, and we will.

Today I announce that my administration
plans to make $500 million available to pre-
vent mother-to-child transmission of HIV.
This new effort, which will be funded dur-
ing the next 16 months, will allow us to
treat 1 million women annually and reduce
mother-to-child transmission by 40 percent
within 5 years or less in target countries.

I thank all the Members of Congress
who supported this initiative, especially
Senators Frist and Helms. Their visionary
leadership on this issue will mean the dif-
ference between life and death for hun-
dreds of thousands of children.

Our initiative will focus on 12 countries
in Africa and others in the Caribbean
where the problem is most severe and
where our help can make the greatest
amount of difference. We’ll pursue medical
strategies that have a proven track record.
We'll define specific goals. We will demand
effective management. When the lives of
babies and mothers are at stake, the only
measure of compassion is real results.

We have a three-part strategy. First, in
places with stronger health care systems,
we will provide voluntary testing, preven-
tion, counseling, and a comprehensive ther-
apy of antiretroviral medications for both
mother and child, beginning before delivery
and continuing after delivery. This com-
bination has proven extremely effective in
preventing transmission of the HIV virus.

Second, in places with weaker health
care systems, welll provide testing and
counseling, and we will support programs
that administer a single dose of nevirapine
to the mother at the time of delivery and
at least one dose to the infant shortly after
birth. This therapy reduces the chances of
infection by nearly 50 percent.

Third, and most importantly, we will
make a major effort to improve the health
care delivery systems in targeted countries.
This will allow more women and babies
to receive the comprehensive therapy. It
will allow for better and longer treatment
and care of all AIDS victims, and it will
lead to better health care in general for
all the country’s citizens.

We'll help build better health care sys-
tems by pairing hospitals in America and
hospitals in Africa, so that African hospitals
can gain more expertise in administering
effective AIDS programs. We'll also send
volunteer medical professionals from the
United States to assist and train their Afri-
can counterparts. And we will recruit and
pay African medical and graduate students
to provide testing, treatment, and care.

This major commitment of my Govern-
ment to prevent mother-to-child HIV trans-
mission is the first of this scale by any
government, anywhere. In time, we will
gain valuable experience, improve treat-
ment methods, and sharpen our training
strategies. Health care systems in targeted
countries will get better. And this will make
even more progress possible. And as we
see what works, we will make more funding
available.

The United States already contributes
approximately $1 billion a year to inter-
national efforts to combat HIV/AIDS. In
addition, we plan to spend more than $2.5
billion on research and development for
new drugs and new treatments. We've com-
mitted $500 million to the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS and other infectious dis-
eases, and we stand ready to commit more
as this fund demonstrates its success.
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Today’s initiative is not a substitute for
any of these efforts. It is not a substitute
for further U.S. contributions to the Global
Fund. This initiative will complement those
efforts, and it is an essential new step in
our global struggle against AIDS.

Today I call on other industrialized na-
tions and international organizations to join
this crucial effort to save children from dis-
ease and death. Medical science gives us

the power to save these young lives. Con-
science demands we do so.
Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:04 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Anthony S. Fauci,
Director, National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of

Health.

Remarks to the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America

Legislative Conference
June 19, 2002

The President. Well, Doug, I appreciate
those kind remarks. I thought you were
on Air Force One because you wanted a
free ride. [Laughter] But I had a good visit
with Doug. I believe I'm a pretty good
judge of character, and I appreciate this
man’s character. I'll tell you why. First, he
said, “We don’t agree 100 percent of the
time.” I remember my friend Bullock, who
was the Lieutenant Governor of Texas,
Democrat Lieutenant Governor, when I
was the Governor of Texas. He said, “You
know, if we agreed 100 percent of the time,
one of us wouldn’t be necessary.” [Laugh-
ter] He’s necessary. He’s necessary in
Washington, DC, on behalf of the working
people.

He—you know, in this town, sometimes
people don’t shoot straight with you. They
kind of come in and tell you something,
and then they leave, and youre wondering
what they said, or if they said something,
whether they mean it. And Doug’s a
straight shooter. That's high on my list of
the kind of people I like to talk to and
deal with.

The other thing I like about Doug is,
his vision for a better union means more
skills for those who are members of the
union. You see, Doug understands that
through education and training, you can en-

1014

hance a man’s or a woman’s skills. And
that enables that person to more better re-
alize their dreams. He understands the vi-
sion of a union is not only to work for
jobs but to enhance the ability of members
within the union to improve their lives. And
I appreciate that vision of putting union
members first. Doug, you're a good leader.
You're a good leader.

And I want to congratulate you on open-
ing up your new building last night, right
there on Capitol Hill. T bet it was pretty
well built. [Laughter]

Audience member. It’s union.

The President. Yes. And I appreciate the
fact that you had Ted Kennedy and Elaine
Chao, the fine Secretary of Labor, there
to open it up. It is a good sign of—it’s
a good sign as to how to—how Washington
ought to deal with problems. T'll be the
first to admit there’s too much politics in
this town. [Laughter] There’s too much
putting the party ahead of the country. And
I'm a proud Republican; many of you are
probably proud Democrats; but first and
foremost, we're all proud Americans.

I also appreciate my friend Congressman
Rob Portman for coming by this morning.
I appreciate Rob’s energy and enthusiasm
and his drive.
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