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* White House correction. 

President Bush. I may not understand 
you. [Laughter] 

Q. Can we just ask about the war on 
terror, because you know, anyone who has 
come up here knows what a fortress you’ve 
got here. What more have you got to agree 
with your G–8 partners here on—— 

President Bush. On the war on terror? 
Q. On the war on terror. 
President Bush. I think it’s just an up 

time to give an update. We’ve got to do 
everything we can to cut off their money, 
do everything we can to keep the pressure 
on countries which might not realize that 
we’re still serious. 

We’ve had some great successes. One of 
the most recent successes, of course, is 
Gloria Arroyo in the Philippines. She’s a 
part of our vast coalition. She early on said, 
we need to get after Abu—you know, the 
Abu Sayyaf * group. And she did it. And 
to her credit, it looks like the leader met 
his demise. And the Philippines are better 
off for that, and so is the world. 

And so this is a chance for us to contin-
ually remind each other that we—our coun-
tries are still under threat, but we’re mak-
ing good progress. This is a different kind 
of war; I readily concede that. Sometimes 
people are going to see success, and some-
times they’re not, but we’re making success. 

Prime Minister Blair. And I think the 
important thing, too, is to emphasize to 
people that it’s a continuing threat, that 

this threat is not over yet. We have to 
make sure that in every single battle we 
carry this fight on, and it will take a long 
time. 

But I think if you—if we’re to look at 
Afghanistan today and think back 7, 8 
months, I think we’ve come a very, very 
long way indeed. And I’m optimistic about 
it, because I think the coalition against ter-
ror is as strong today as it was all those 
months ago. 

President Bush. Let me just make sure 
you understand, Fournier [Ron Fournier, 
Associated Press], what I said. I can tell 
from the tone of your question that there 
was a little doubt in your mind—some 
doubt. 

No leader ever takes options off a table. 
But the path to peace that I believe is 
appropriate is the one I talked about in 
the Rose Garden the other day—just to 
make sure you understand. 

Q. Diplomacy. 
President Bush. Absolutely. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:07 a.m. in 
the Delta Lodge at the Kananaskis Village 
resort. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Phil-
ippines; and Abu Sabaya, a leader of the Abu 
Sayyaf terrorist group who was killed June 
21 by Philippine military forces. Prime Min-
ister Blair referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat 
of the Palestinian Authority. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Vladimir Putin of Russia and 
an Exchange With Reporters in Kananaskis 
June 27, 2002 

President Bush. First—— 
Q. Okay, President Bush—— 
President Bush. Wait a minute, please. 

I first want to say how pleased I am to 
meet with Vladimir Putin again. Every time 

we meet, we have a very constructive dia-
log, and we have a very important dialog. 
And I appreciate so very much his leader-
ship and his continued willingness to find 
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new common ground in this most impor-
tant relationship. 

Yesterday a court in America made a rul-
ing that I want to comment on. America 
is a nation that is—a nation that values 
our relationship with an Almighty. Declara-
tion of God in the Pledge of Allegiance 
doesn’t violate rights. As a matter of fact, 
it’s a confirmation of the fact that we re-
ceived our rights from God, as proclaimed 
in our Declaration of Independence. I be-
lieve that it points up the fact that we 
need commonsense judges who understand 
that our rights were derived from God. And 
those are the kind of judges I intend to 
put on the bench. 

Mr. President, do you want to make a 
comment or just answer questions? 

[At this point, President Putin began his 
remarks in Russian.] 

President Bush. Do you want to interpret 
this for the American press? 

President Putin. I want to say that I’m 
also very glad to meet with President Bush. 
And moreover, I’d like to emphasize that 
the President and I are having very good 
personal relations, and our colleagues in 
our capitals also note that interaction be-
tween our countries is becoming very effi-
cient, not only from the viewpoint of bilat-
eral relations and solving bilateral issues but 
also as regards to resolution of major inter-
national problems. 

And there is one subject that is of par-
ticular importance and responsibility the 
U.S. and Russia undertook; that is the pro-
motion of international security. And during 
the time since the signature of our inter-
national treaties on stability, international 
stability between our countries, we have 
had an opportunity to evaluate these docu-
ments and pass them to the parliament for 
further ratification—I mean the treaty be-
tween the United States and Russia on cut-
ting strategic offenses. 

And I’m simply very glad to meet George 
again and have a chat with him and discuss 

all the problems that are of concern for 
both our nations. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Patience, please. Terry [Terry Moran, 

ABC News]. 

WorldCom/Corporate Responsibility 
Q. Mr. President, there are some Demo-

crats who think they can make some polit-
ical hay out of the WorldCom failure and 
other business scandals by, first, noting that 
polls show a lot of Americans think you’re 
too close to big business and, second, argu-
ing that because of that, your reform pro-
posals aren’t tough enough. What do you 
think the political impact of WorldCom will 
be? Are you concerned about it? 

President Bush. I’m concerned about the 
economic impact of the fact that there are 
some corporate leaders who have not 
upheld their responsibility. If you are a re-
sponsible citizen and you run a corporation 
in America, you must fully disclose all as-
sets and liabilities, and you must treat your 
shareholders and employees with respect. 

President Putin. During the general dis-
cussion at the G–8 meeting, the President 
paid attention to this issue. And for me 
and my other colleagues, it was very impor-
tant to listen to the President’s opinion, 
because under the circumstances of the 
globalized community and world, a lot de-
pends on the state of the U.S. economy 
these days. And therefore, the willingness 
of the President of the United States to 
secure the stock market and market of the 
securities is very important, as well as the 
notion of transparency in the U.S. business, 
and it is a very good signal. 

President Bush. Do you want to call on 
a Russian media? 

Middle East Peace Proposal 
Q. President Bush, were you astonished 

by the European reaction towards your pro-
posal in regards to Arafat? 

President Bush. I’m very pleased with 
my—the response to my proposal in the 
Middle East. The response has been very 
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positive. And the reason why is, most Euro-
pean leaders understand something has to 
change in order for there to be peace. And 
that starts with free elections, a new con-
stitution, transparency, rule of law amongst 
the Palestinians. And that’s the hopeful way 
to get to where we need to get, which 
is two states living side by side in peace. 
The response has been very positive, and 
for that I’m grateful. 

Q. And one question to you, Mr. Bush. 
Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. A question 

from the American reporters. 
President Bush. Martha [Martha Brant, 

Newsweek]. 

President’s Personal Faith 
Q. Thank you, sir. In light of the com-

ments you just made about the Pledge of 
Allegiance, I’m wondering if you could talk 
about how your personal faith has helped 
you as President. 

President Bush. Well, I appreciate you 
saying that, Martha. You know, yesterday 
when I went to see the—or 2 days ago 
when I was—or yesterday—[laughter]—2 
days ago, I went—— 

Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Please, let me at least 

finish the answers. 
I was amongst people whose lives were 

hurting a lot. And I was trying to figure 
out how to bring a sense of hope, and 
I thought that the best thing I could say 
was that there is a God who loves them. 
And I believe that’s the case, and as a 
result, I feel comfortable in my life because 
I have that belief and that understanding. 

You know, it’s interesting; there is a uni-
versal God, in my opinion, and the first 
conversation I ever had with Vladimir Putin 
was about God—in Slovenia. It was a way 
that we—we’d never met each other, and 
the first discussion we had was about our 
personal beliefs. 

I appreciate—you hear me say that I ap-
preciate the fact that our country prays for 
me and Laura, and I do—I do. I feel the 
prayers of the people. And so there is a— 

I think that the Almighty is important— 
obviously, important part of my life but 
very important part of the life of our coun-
try. And that’s why the ruling of the courts 
was out of step with the traditions and his-
tory of America. 

Press Secretary Fleischer. Final question 
from a Russian reporter. 

Russia-U.S. Cooperation Against Terrorism 
Q. Mr. Bush, the G–8 was supposed to 

carry out the six points having to do with 
terrorism. What is the relationship of the 
United States and Russia vis-a-vis this battle 
against terrorism, jointly? I only ask the 
Russian translation when you’re speaking. 
Thank you. 

President Bush. It sounds like you speak 
better English than some of us. [Laughter] 

Q. Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Fournier [Ron Fournier, 

Associated Press] included. [Laughter] 
First of all, President Putin has been a 

stalwart in the fight against terror. He un-
derstands the threat of terror, because he 
has lived through terror. He’s seen terror 
firsthand, and he knows the threat of ter-
rorism. One of the first—go ahead, do you 
want to translate? 

He understands what I understand, that 
there won’t be peace if terrorists are al-
lowed to kill and take innocent life. And 
therefore, I view President Putin as an ally, 
strong ally, in the war against terror. And 
his actions are more than—speak louder 
than his words. He has been a man of 
action when it comes to fighting terror, and 
I appreciate that very much. 

Thank you all. We’ve got to have our 
bilateral. Thank you. 

[At this point, a question was asked in Rus-
sian, and no translation was provided.] 

President Putin. What I would like to 
say—that the military of our nations and 
special services of our countries are built 
up in a way so that they carry this global 
nature. And unfortunately, terrorism is of 
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a global nature as well today. And there-
fore, we have repeatedly mentioned that 
joint efforts are essential if you want to 
be a success in this fight. 

Therefore, we welcome the firm position 
of the U.S. President in this regard. And 
therefore, we welcome his courage and 
consistency with which he persists his poli-
cies, in spite of any elements that interfere 

with that. And we expect that our inter-
action will make a significant and decisive 
contribution to the elimination of terrorism 
worldwide. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:54 a.m. in 
the Delta Lodge at the Kananaskis Village 
resort. A reporter referred to Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. 

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Cleveland’s School Choice 
Program 
June 27, 2002 

This landmark ruling is a victory for par-
ents and children throughout America. By 
upholding the constitutionality of Cleve-
land’s school choice program, the Supreme 
Court has offered the hope of an excellent 
education to parents and children through-
out our country. This decision clears the 
way for other innovative school choice pro-
grams, so that no child in America will 
be left behind. 

School choice offers proven results of a 
better education, not only for children en-
rolled in the specific plan but also for chil-
dren whose public schools benefit from the 
competition. The Milwaukee choice plan, 
begun in the early 1990s, has resulted in 
substantially improved reading and math 

scores for thousands of low-income chil-
dren. The program has also had a positive 
impact on the entire public school system, 
which has responded to competition with 
better results. 

The education reforms we enacted ear-
lier this year give unprecedented new op-
tions to parents of children trapped in low- 
performing schools. My budget builds on 
this act by adding important new options 
to empower parents—particularly low-in-
come families—to improve their children’s 
education. I urge Congress to move quickly 
to build on the momentum generated from 
this decision to enact my education prior-
ities. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Defense Appropriations 
Legislation 
June 27, 2002 

I commend the Members of the House 
for their strong, bipartisan show of unity 
in our war against terrorism with passage 
of the defense appropriations bill. I urge 
the Senate to work in a similar bipartisan 
fashion and pass the bill in July so that 
our men and women in the armed services 

have every resource they need to continue 
defending freedom. It is critical in this time 
of war that the defense appropriations bill 
be at the front, not the end, of the legisla-
tive line. Our troops deserve nothing less. 
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