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Mentoring a child, telling your own child 
you love him every single day, going to 
a church or a synagogue or a mosque and 
developing a program to help feed the hun-
gry or clothe those who need clothes and 
help, that’s all part of not only defining 
our Nation but fighting against evil. 

And that’s why I’m such an optimistic 
soul, because not only do I know that we’ve 
got what it takes to achieve the peace, 
we’ve got the determination, the will, and 
the strength to have a more peaceful world. 
I know we’ve got the heart and compassion 
to show the world the true definition of 
our Nation. And it’s happened. It’s the 
gathering momentum of millions of acts of 
kindness and compassion which show the 
world the true worth of the greatest coun-
try on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for helping John Cornyn. May 
God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in 
the Landmark Ballroom at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
former Gov. William P. Clements, Jr., of 
Texas and his wife, Rita; Greg Abbott, can-
didate for Texas attorney general; Justice 
Wallace Jefferson, Texas Supreme Court; 
Chief Justice Michael Schneider, Texas First 
Court of Appeals; Jeb Hensarling, candidate 
for Texas House of Representatives; Charles 
R. Matthews, commissioner, Texas Railroad 
Commission; Tom Craddick, Texas State rep-
resentative; and Charles W. Pickering, Sr., 
nominee for U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth 
Circuit. 

Statement on the Klamath River Basin Federal Working Group 
March 29, 2002 

I am pleased with the progress being 
made by the Klamath River Basin Federal 
Working Group in addressing the problems 
facing the people of this region. Under the 
leadership of Secretary Norton, the working 
group is providing water to farmers who 
depend on it for a living, while taking care-
ful steps to protect and enhance the health 
of fish populations in the Klamath River 
Basin. The working group is undertaking 
new environmental restoration projects in 
the area and has initiated a dialog with 
native tribes about long-term solutions to 
the natural resource and native rights issues 
in the basin. 

The times are still difficult for many in 
the region, and much work remains to be 
done. It is essential that the citizens of 
Oregon and California in the Klamath River 
Basin—whether farmer, rancher, tribe 
member, fisherman, or environmental activ-
ist—embrace compromise and seek under-
standing. The working group’s rapid 
progress, combined with the efforts of Sen-
ator Gordon Smith and Representative 
Greg Walden, give me great hope for a 
lasting solution to the challenges of the 
Klamath River Basin. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 30, 2002 

Good morning. Almost 7 months have 
passed since the attack on our country, and 

the shock and sadness of that day are still 
with us. For many, the grief and sense of 
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loss will never fully pass, and they are in 
our thoughts, especially in this holy season. 

The entire world is reminded again this 
week of the hope that lives and endures 
forever. For Jews and Christians, this is 
a time of joy and renewal. Passover cele-
brates the deliverance of the Jewish people 
from oppression, by the hand of a faithful 
God. And tomorrow, Easter Sunday, many 
Christians will celebrate a hope that over-
comes even death. 

These holy days represent some of the 
most profound hopes of humanity, which 
are shared in many traditions. We feel our 
reliance on the Creator who made us. We 
place our sorrows and cares before Him, 
seeking God’s mercy. We ask forgiveness 
for our failures, seeking the renewal He 
can bring. 

Americans practice different faiths in 
churches, synagogues, mosques, and tem-
ples. And many good people practice no 
faith at all. For those who observe Easter 
and Passover, faith brings confidence that 
failure is never final, and suffering is tem-
porary, and the pains of the Earth will be 
overcome. We can be confident, too, that 
evil may be present and it may be strong, 
but it will not prevail. 

On September the 11th, a terrible evil 
was done to our country. America and the 
civilized world are now joined together in 
a great struggle against enemies who have 
no regard for innocent life. Grave chal-
lenges and dangers face us in this war. We 
cannot predict every turn ahead of us, yet 
in this season, we are assured that history 
is of moral design. Justice and cruelty have 
always been at war, and God is not neutral 
between them. His purposes are often de-
fied but never defeated. 

I hope that this holy season will bring 
renewal of faith to those who seek it and 
comfort to those who need it. And to all 
who observe these special days, I wish you 
a joyful Easter and a blessed Passover. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:37 a.m. 
on March 26 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
March 30. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
March 29 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks on the Situation in the Middle East and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Crawford, Texas 
March 30, 2002 

The President. This morning I made a 
series of phone calls to world leaders to 
express my concern, listen to their concerns 
about the escalating violence in the Middle 
East. 

We are at this point because there has 
not been enough done to fight off terror. 
All the leaders in the world must stand 
up against terror, must do everything in 
their power to cut off the funding to ter-
rorist organizations, to prevent terrorist or-
ganizations from finding safe haven. And 

that especially applies to Chairman Arafat. 
I believe he can do a lot more to prevent 
attacks such as the one that just occurred 
in Tel Aviv. 

I am deeply concerned about the loss 
of innocent lives. It breaks my heart when 
children and innocent women and innocent 
men lose their life. I fully understand 
Israel’s need to defend herself. I respect 
that. It’s a country that has seen a wave 
of suicide bombers come into the hearts 
of their cities and kill innocent people. That 
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