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encourages growth. It fosters the environ-
ment. It is the best—it shows what can— 
it is the best of Washington, when people 
decide to cooperate, not bicker, when peo-
ple put the national interests ahead of polit-
ical interests. 

And so it’s an honor to be here in Penn-
sylvania to sign the most important piece 
of environmental legislation that came out 
of the Congress last year, the Small Busi-
ness Liability Relief and Brownfields Revi-
talization Act. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Millennium 3 building at the Millennium 
Corporate Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Mark Schweiker of Pennsyl-
vania and Brian O’Neill, chairman of the 
board, O’Neill Properties Group. H.R. 2869, 
approved January 11, was assigned Public 
Law No. 107–118. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 12, 2002 

Good morning. We have entered a busy 
season here in Washington. Soon, Congress 
will be back in session. I will go to the 
Capitol to report on the State of our Union, 
and I will present a budget that sets the 
priorities of our Government for fiscal year 
2003. 

Our highest priorities are clear to all. 
We must give our military every tool and 
weapon it needs to prevail in the war 
against terror. We must strengthen our 
country’s defenses against further attack 
with a comprehensive program of homeland 
security. And we must get our country’s 
economy growing and creating jobs once 
again. 

The economy is a concern for all Ameri-
cans, especially for those out of work. 
These Americans need extra help. My eco-
nomic plan proposes an additional 13 weeks 
of unemployment insurance benefits for 
workers who have lost their jobs and direct 
assistance to protect their health insurance. 

My plan is based on the simple truth 
that people out of work need an unemploy-
ment check, but what they need even more 
is a steady paycheck. So I have joined with 
Republicans and Democrats in proposing 
concrete steps to create more jobs and help 
spur more growth in the economy. The 

House passed this plan; the Senate needs 
to act on it. 

Difficult economic times brings hardship 
to many other Americans as well, single 
moms or disadvantaged young people trying 
to get into the workforce. My budget seeks 
to help them, too, by adding resources to 
vital programs that have proven their value. 
One of our Government’s most effective 
services is the Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren program, which counsels mothers on 
nutrition and health care for their children. 
In my budget for the coming fiscal year, 
I will propose an increase of $364 million 
for the WIC program. This will be enough 
to serve nearly 8 million women and chil-
dren each month. 

Another vital program is the Job Corps, 
which provides employment training to 
more than 72,000 disadvantaged young 
Americans. In my budget, I will ask Con-
gress for an additional $73 million to ex-
pand the good work of the Job Corps. This 
will help to pay for new residential training 
centers. We will also secure high school 
accreditation for Job Corps training so that 
more young people can have the advantage 
of a high school diploma. 

These are some of the elements of the 
budget I will be sending to Congress. My 
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budget focuses on the pressing needs of 
our country and on the basic needs of our 
citizens. I am committed to building a 
strong economy that spreads its benefits to 
everyone. This goal reaches beyond politics 
or party, and I’m confident that Congress 
will join me in the work ahead. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:20 p.m. 
on January 11 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
January 12. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
January 11 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Departure for East Moline, Illinois, and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
January 14, 2002 

President’s Health 

The President. My mother always said 
when you’re eating pretzels, chew before 
you swallow. Listen to your mother. I feel 
great—looking forward to a good trip. 

Q. What happened? 
The President. I hit the deck and woke 

up, and there was Barney and Spot showing 
a lot of concern. I didn’t realize what hap-

pened until I looked in the mirror and my 
glasses cut my side of my face. 

I feel great. I had good blood pressure 
last night, good blood pressure this morn-
ing. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes, yes. Anyway, going 

to have a great trip. Good to see you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 

Remarks to Employees of John Deere Harvester Works in East Moline, 
Illinois 
January 14, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thank you all. 
I thought for a while, when they told me 
that I was going to receive a gift here, 
that old Chuck was going to bring a pret-
zel—[laughter]—those kind that are easy to 
chew. [Laughter] If my mother is listening, 
Mother, I should have listened to you. Al-
ways chew your pretzels before you swal-
low. [Laughter] When I work the ropelines, 
people bring their children, and I always 
turn to the child, especially the teenagers, 
and say, ‘‘Listen to your mother. It’s the 

best advice I can give you.’’ I obviously 
needed to do the same thing last night. 

But I’m feeling great and so honored 
to be here. Thank you very much for letting 
me come to this fantastic plant. I’m im-
pressed by the size of these monsters. 
[Laughter] It kind of makes me think I 
need a bigger ranch. [Laughter] 

I’m also impressed by the quality of the 
work. It’s a great tribute to the men and 
women who work the floor here, which is 
a great tribute to the country, that we’ve 
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