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tremendous sacrifices to make the world 
a safer place for all people. It is doing 
so in defense of the values that define the 
Canadian nation and that unite our two 
peoples. 

As I told the Prime Minister, we will 
work together with Canada in a thorough 

and timely investigation to determine ex-
actly how yesterday’s tragedy in Afghanistan 
occurred. We will draw every possible les-
son from what happened and do everything 
we can to protect coalition forces engaged 
in this vitally important mission. 

Statement on House of Representative Action on Tax Relief Legislation 
April 18, 2002 

I commend the House for its bipartisan 
passage of legislation to make permanent 
last year’s tax relief. Tax relief is right for 
America, and it has been right for our 
economy. Taxpayers need to know they can 

count on continued lower tax rates as they 
plan and invest for the future. I urge the 
Senate to act on this measure because fail-
ure to do so would penalize every American 
who pays Federal income taxes. 

Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Strengthen Border Security 
and Urging Action on Immigration Legislation 
April 18, 2002 

Improving our Nation’s border security 
is vital to protecting Americans from future 
terrorist attacks. I commend the Senate for 
passing legislation that strengthens border 
security and gives our law enforcement offi-
cials additional tools to secure our home-
land. I look forward to Congress sending 
me this important legislation as soon as 
possible so that I can sign it into law. 

I also continue to urge Congress to act 
to strengthen families and make America 

more welcoming. Congress should pass a 
temporary extension under 245(i) so that 
immigrants eligible to become legal resi-
dents will not be forced to leave the coun-
try and their families to have their immigra-
tion status resolved. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish version of this statement. 

Remarks at the National Fire and Emergency Services Dinner 
April 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you for that warm 
welcome. I’m honored to be your Presi-
dent, and I’m honored to be a proud back-
er of the Crawford Texas Volunteer Fire 

Department. [Laughter] Anybody here 
from—— 

Audience members. We love you, 
George! [Laughter] 
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