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‘‘anywhere else,’’ what I mean is that co-
operation with United States and most es-
pecially with President Bush in the inter-
national fight against terrorism is and will 
continue to be to the maximum. 

President Bush. Pick one, Roman. 

NATO/EU Defense Policy 
Q. Yes, this is a question for all of the 

Presidents. I have to—I want to ask a ques-
tion about the future of NATO and the 
cooperation with the European Union. For 
many months now, there is a problem with 
the future of ESDP, because of Greece’s 
position—opposition not to accept the An-
kara agreement that Great Britain, with the 
participation of the U.S. and EU, broke 
with Turkey, a non-EU member of NATO. 
Do you have anything on this issue, and 
did you discuss this issue with the Presi-
dent? 

President Prodi. No, we didn’t discuss 
this issue today, but of course this is part 
of our vision for the future strategy because 
we want to make the progress of this type 
of cooperation—that is, shared progress. 

We mentioned before an enlargement, 
you know, and of course, that we are— 
our goal, our strategy is to have also Cyprus 
among the countries of enlargement. We 
hope that will be one of the 10 countries 

in December. So we think that a coopera-
tive spirit can permit this goal, because Eu-
rope must have also in the Mediterranean 
area its role, its influence. And it’s positive 
influence in these difficult days in the area. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 1:14 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. President Bush met with 
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain, in his 
capacity as President of the European Coun-
cil, and President Romano Prodi of the Euro-
pean Commission. President Aznar spoke in 
Spanish, and his remarks were translated by 
an interpreter. In his remarks, President 
Bush referred to Crown Prince Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel; King Abdullah II of Jordan; and 
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian 
Authority. President Aznar referred to 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan; and President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia. Reporters referred to ETA, the Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty separatist group op-
erating primarily in the Basque region of 
Spain; and ESDP, the European Security 
and Defense Policy. A portion of this news 
conference could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Remarks at a National Day of Prayer Reception 
May 2, 2002 

Welcome to the White House. One of 
the best things about my job is, sometimes 
I get introduced by my wife—[laughter]— 
who I love dearly. 

Today we continue a tradition that is as 
old as our Nation itself, setting aside a day 
in which Americans are encouraged to pray, 
pray for their neighbors, and pray for our 
Nation. The National Day of Prayer is a 
vital part of our national heritage, because 
prayer is a vital part of our national life. 

I’m grateful to all of you who remind 
us that a great people must spend time 
on bended knee, in humility, searching for 
wisdom in the presence of the Almighty. 
I want to thank the Heritage Signature 
Chorale and Dr. Stanley Thurston for being 
here today. I want to thank Amy Burton, 
soloist of the New York City Opera, and 
we’re sure glad you brought your son. I 
want to thank Shirley Dobson, who is the 
chair of the National Day of Prayer Task 
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Force. Thank you for your leadership, Shir-
ley. I want to thank Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie and 
Dr. Daniel Coughlin for being here as well. 
I’m honored that you both came. And 
Lloyd, thank you—and Shirley—for your 
beautiful comments. It really meant a lot. 

When the first Continental Congress met 
at Carpenters Hall in Philadelphia, one of 
its first official acts was prayer. In 1779, 
the Day of Prayer Proclamation asked that 
‘‘Almighty God would grant the blessings 
of peace to all contending nations, freedom 
to those who are in bondage, and comfort 
to the afflicted.’’ 

During our Nation’s darkest hour, our 
Nation’s greatest President called America 
back to prayer. President Abraham Lincoln 
urged his fellow citizens to ‘‘look to the 
redeeming and preserving grace of God.’’ 
And Americans wisely accepted President 
Lincoln’s counsel. 

America is a country of faith. And 
throughout our history, in times of crisis 
and in times of calm, Americans have al-
ways turned to prayer. And this year’s event 
has special meaning. Since the attacks of 
September the 11th, millions—millions—of 
Americans of every religious faith have 
been led to prayer. They have prayed for 
comfort in a time of sorrow, for courage 
in a time of fear, and for understanding 
in a time of anger. They have prayed for 
wisdom in the midst of war and for 
strength on the journey ahead. 

These prayers have been made in private 
homes and in houses of worship, alone and 
with others, in moments of doubt and in 
times of thanksgiving. These prayers have 

been heartfelt, and they have made a tre-
mendous difference. Prayer for others is 
a generous act. It sweeps away bitterness 
and heals old wounds. Prayer leads to 
greater humility and a more grateful spirit. 
It strengthens our commitment to things 
that last and things that matter. It deepens 
our love for one another. 

Prayer also deepens faith, reminding us 
of great truths: Evil and suffering are only 
for a time; love and hope endure. Even 
in the world’s most bitter conflicts, prayer 
reminds us of God’s love and grace, His 
mercy and faithfulness, the hope He pro-
vides, and the peace He promises. 

Prayer is central to the lives of countless 
Americans, including Laura’s and mine. We 
have been blessed by the prayers of mil-
lions of Americans. We could ask for no 
greater gift from our countrymen. 

I want to thank you all for coming here 
to the White House to celebrate this special 
day, for your devotion to prayer, and for 
your love of this country, and for the Lord 
who has blessed it for so long. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Stanley Thurston, di-
rector, Heritage Signature Chorale; Amy 
Burton, soloist, New York City Opera, and 
her son, Joshua; Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Senate 
Chaplain; and Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, 
House Chaplain. The National Day of Prayer 
proclamation of April 26 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Farm Security and Rural 
Development Legislation 
May 2, 2002 

I congratulate Chairman Combest and 
the other House and Senate conferees for 
a job well done in completing the ‘‘Farm 

Security and Rural Development Act of 
2002.’’ 
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