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diligence of our intelligence operations, and
on the skill and valor of the American
Armed Forces.

Our military has performed with great
daring and courage, and more will be asked
of them. I have full confidence, complete
confidence, in the men and women who
wear our uniform. They've responded in
the finest traditions of the American mili-
tary. Their sense of honor, their devotion
to duty, their loyal service to America
would all be recognized by the five-star
general and President we remember today.
The skill and determination and optimism
of Dwight Eisenhower are alive in the
American Armed Forces, and that spirit will
bring us to victory.

The General was one of six sons raised
by Ida and David Eisenhower in the prairie
town of Abilene, Kansas. They raised good
men, but destiny chose this one. His whole

life shows the power of one man’s goodness
and integrity to shape great events. He
brought permanent honor to his family
name, and that name now brings honor
to this grand building. It’s one more mark
of this country’s respect, and we offer it
today with great affection and lasting grati-
tude.
God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building, formerly the Old Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Susan Eisenhower, grand-
daughter of Dwight D. Eisenhower; Chap-
lain Brig. Gen. David Hicks, USA, Deputy
Chief of Army Chaplains; Brig. Gen. A.].
Goodpaster, USA (Ret.), Staff Secretary to
President Eisenhower; and former Senator
Bob Dole.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel

and an Exchange With Reporters
May 7, 2002

President Bush. 1 want to welcome Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon back to the Oval Of-
fice. We've just had a really good conversa-
tion about how to get on the path to peace.
I want peace; our Government wants
peace; the Prime Minister is interested in
peace, of course. And we had a good dis-
cussion about how to move forward.

One of the things that I think is impor-
tant—the Prime Minister has discussed this
as well—is for us to immediately begin to
help rebuild a security force in Palestine
that will fight terror, that will bring some
stability to the region. I think it’s very im-
portant that there be a unified security
force. But at the same time, we need to
work for other institutions—a constitution,
for example, a framework for development
of a state that can help bring security and
hope to the Palestinian people and the

Israelis. And one of the things we've got
to make sure that we do is—anything, any
vision understands that there are people in
Israel who long for security and peace, peo-
ple in the Palestinian world who long for
security, peace, and economic hope.

To this end, I've told the Prime Minister
that George Tenet will be going back to
the region to help construct the—design
the construction of a security force, a uni-
fied security force, that will be transparent
and held accountable.

And so I really am pleased with our con-
versation. As I've said, there are respon-
sibilities to be had by all the parties. We
discussed those responsibilities. I told the
Prime Minister there’s nothing more that
I want than to be peace in the region and
that I look forward to working with him
and his government to achieve that peace.
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Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I'm glad
you're here.

Prime Minister Sharon. Thanks so much.
I'm very glad to have this opportunity to
come again here to visit you, Mr. President.
I would like to thank you for all your ef-
forts. And we need to act against terror
worldwide. We appreciated that. And we
appreciate your leadership and courageous
decisions. And of course, I would like to
thank you for your friendship.

Israel is a peace-seeking country, and we
are—after many, many years being involved
in many wars, heavy battles, and now after
the last operation that we carried out
against the infrastructure of terror in Sama-
ria and Judea—or as you call it, the West
Bank—I believe that there is a chance now
to start and move forward.

We discussed these issues, how to move
forward. We emphasized about the need
for reform in the Palestinian Authority, and
I think that’s very important. And we dis-
cussed the original peace conference that
I advocated, and I believe it’s very impor-
tant. We hope that it will take place.

All together, all of us understand the im-
portance of peace, the need for peace. And
I think that we are committed to take every
effort and every step to make peace.

And I would like to thank you again for
everything and for your friendship.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

Fournier, AP [Ron Fournier, Associated
Press].

Situation in the Middle East

Q. If you could, first of all, further define
what you mean by “unified”

President Bush. Pardon me?

Q. If you could, first of all, identify what
you mean by “unified structure.” And sec-
ondly, more broadly to both of you: Your
administration is on record as supporting
accelerated peace talks, dealing with Yasser
Arafat, and making Saudi Arabia a key part-
ner. Prime Minister Sharon favors incre-
mental steps, taking Arafat out of the proc-
ess, and he’s provided you evidence sug-
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gesting that the Saudis encouraged Pales-
tinian attacks. Have you bridged any of
those gaps, the two of you?

President Bush. Well, “unified” means
that, as opposed to six, seven, or eight dif-
ferent security forces under six, seven, or
eight different commands, there’s one com-
mand structure. That’s what that means.

Q. Palestinian?

President Bush. Yes, Palestinian, exactly.

In terms of the other issues, we dis-
cussed a wide range of issues. One of the
things that should be coming apparent to
people is that were in consultation with
not only the Israelis but other governments.
I talked to Crown Prince Abdullah today,
as well as President Mubarak—about how
best to proceed toward a common vision.
You just heard the Prime Minister talk
about the desire for peace. We had the
Saudi Crown Prince stand up and talk
about peace and the need for a peaceful
solution. And it’s very important for us to
seize this moment, as the Prime Minister
mentioned, and lead and get on that path.
And that’s exactly what we've talked about.

And I want to reiterate what I've said
and will continue to say: There are respon-
sibilities. If people truly want there to be
peace, people have to assume their respon-
sibilities for peace. And the Saudis must
do that, and theyre willing to do that. The
Crown Prince, again, and I talked, and I
made it clear to him that we've got to fight
terror in the region for there to be peace
and that he and the other leaders must
work and must convince the Palestinian Au-
thority that they have got to do everything
in their power to lead toward a solution.

At the same time, I emphasized what
Ariel has just mentioned, that we must pro-
vide a framework for growth of a potential
Palestinian state. There’s got to be the
framework for education and health and
economic development, as well as security.
And all parties have got responsibilities in
the region to see—to do their part.

Q. [Inaudible]—Radio One.

Q. Mr. President?
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President Bush. Yes.

Q. Sorry.

President Bush. 1 can’t see you. Trudy
[Trudy Feldman, Trans Features], youre
blocking her vision.

Response to Terrorism

Q. You've said many times that one
should not compromise with terrorism. You
said many times that you are disappointed
from Yasser Arafat on the issue of ter-
rorism. Do you think that Israel should
compromise and negotiate with Chairman
Arafat?

President Bush. I'm never going to tell
my friend the Prime Minister what to do
on how to handle his business. That’s his
choice to make. He’s a democratically elect-
ed official.

And Tl reiterate: I have been dis-
appointed in Chairman Arafat. I think he’s
let the Palestinian people down. I think
he’s had an opportunity to lead to peace,
and he hasn’t done so. And that's why it’s
important for all of us to work out a way
to develop the institutions necessary for
there to be a Palestinian Authority that’s
got the capacity to keep security, but as
well as a Palestinian Authority that’s got
the ability to help promote hope for the
future of her people—that there’s an edu-
cation system that works, a health system
that’s vibrant.

And by the way, there’s plenty of nations
that are willing to participate, so long as
those—the framework for a stable part of
the world is in place. And those are the
reforms that the Prime Minister has talked
about, and those are the reforms that we
must press.

I will give you one example. The Pal-
estinians need to develop a constitution,
rule of law, transparency. Theyve got to
have a treasury that is able to battle corrup-
tion, so that not only does the—do the
Israeli people have confidence in the Au-
thority but so do the Palestinian people
have confidence in the Authority. And
those are the reforms we’ve discussed.

Q. Mr. President

President Bush. We've got the Prime
Minister here. This guy can answer ques-
tions. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Sharon. T'm happy to
wait. [Laughter]

Palestinian State

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, the last time

President Bush. Thank you, Randy [Ran-
dall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. [Laughter]

Q. The last time you met President
Bush, you accepted the idea of a Pales-
tinian state at the end of the peace process.
Do you still support the establishment of
a state?

And Mr. President, do you believe that
a state should be a stated goal of a peace
process?

President Bush. Yes. 1 haven’t changed
my position.

Prime Minister Sharon. Thank you. I
think that it’s still premature to discuss this
issue. I think that what we have to con-
centrate now is making every effort that
real reform will take place. And we dis-
cussed, I would say, how really to reach
these reform, what should be there. And
we discussed some other developments, like
the original peace conference and other
issues.

Q. Do you believe reforms must take
place before you would consider a Pales-
tinian state?

Prime Minister Sharon. 1 think that it’s,
as I said, it’s premature now. I think, first
of all, steps should be taken in order to
establish—or to have real reform in the
Palestinian Authority.

Q. [Inaudible]—Radio Number One.

President Bush. How many Radio Num-
ber Ones are there? [Laughter]

Q. Every one of them is number one.
[Laughter]

Reform of the Palestinian Authority

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you could
tell us—you've probably been studying
these ideas of reforms in the Palestinian
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society. How long do you think—how long
do you estimate it will take the Palestinians
to carry out these reforms? And do you
have any reason to believe or any informa-
tion that Mr. Arafat will agree to such re-
forms? And will Arafat agree actually to
lose his power and give it to somebody
else in the Palestinian leadership?

President Bush. Well, you know, it’s in-
teresting. I think the operative question is,
how soon will you start working on re-
forms? That’s the—if T could put a question
in your own mouth. The answer is, as soon
as possible. That's what we discussed
about—how quickly can we begin the re-
form process? That’s also—is what we’ll dis-
cuss with the Arab leaders who have got
an interest in the area, about how to get
reforms going.

And T think it’s going to be—and the
answer as to whether or not people will
accept the reforms—look, our job is to con-
vince the Saudis, the Jordanians, the Egyp-
tians that these reforms are absolutely nec-
essary. And when I say people have got
responsibilities, I'm not just saying the
Israelis and the Palestinians have respon-
sibilities; I'm saying these leaders. And
these were—this is a subject I discussed
with Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Ara-
bia. He’s the man who laid out the vision
for peace. He’s also a man who understands

that by reforming the Palestinians, we have
a chance to achieve peace.

And so I would hope that all the respon-
sible Palestinian leaders understand that re-
form is in their interest. It’s in the people’s
interest. Listen, I deeply hurt when there
is a lack of hope for moms and dads of
anybody—Palestinian moms and dads—it
bothers me. It bothers me to think there
are some whose children are so hopeless
they're willing to commit suicide. And so
one of the things we've got to work for
and one of the things our Nation will work
for is reforms coupled with humanitarian
help, reforms with the chance for there
to be economic development, so people can
realize a normal life.

And as to who’s going to accept what,
we'll find out. But one of the things that’s
going to be clear is that the world is ral-
lying toward these reforms. And that’s what
our job is to do, is to lead them to those
reforms. It makes a lot of sense. And this
is a good first step toward the path to
peace.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Crown Prince
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia; President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt; and Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Implementation
of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption

May 7, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

Pursuant to the resolution of advice and
consent to ratification of the Inter-Amer-
ican Convention Against Corruption adopt-
ed by the Senate on July 27, 2000, the
President must submit to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the
Chairman of the Senate Committee on For-
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eign Relations an annual implementation
report each year for a 5-year period, begin-
ning after the initial report was filed in
April 2001.

This second report to the Congress, pre-
pared by my Administration, indicates that
28 of the 34 members of the Organization
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