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society. How long do you think—how long
do you estimate it will take the Palestinians
to carry out these reforms? And do you
have any reason to believe or any informa-
tion that Mr. Arafat will agree to such re-
forms? And will Arafat agree actually to
lose his power and give it to somebody
else in the Palestinian leadership?

President Bush. Well, you know, it’s in-
teresting. I think the operative question is,
how soon will you start working on re-
forms? That’s the—if T could put a question
in your own mouth. The answer is, as soon
as possible. That's what we discussed
about—how quickly can we begin the re-
form process? That’s also—is what we’ll dis-
cuss with the Arab leaders who have got
an interest in the area, about how to get
reforms going.

And T think it’s going to be—and the
answer as to whether or not people will
accept the reforms—look, our job is to con-
vince the Saudis, the Jordanians, the Egyp-
tians that these reforms are absolutely nec-
essary. And when I say people have got
responsibilities, I'm not just saying the
Israelis and the Palestinians have respon-
sibilities; I'm saying these leaders. And
these were—this is a subject I discussed
with Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Ara-
bia. He’s the man who laid out the vision
for peace. He’s also a man who understands

that by reforming the Palestinians, we have
a chance to achieve peace.

And so I would hope that all the respon-
sible Palestinian leaders understand that re-
form is in their interest. It’s in the people’s
interest. Listen, I deeply hurt when there
is a lack of hope for moms and dads of
anybody—Palestinian moms and dads—it
bothers me. It bothers me to think there
are some whose children are so hopeless
they're willing to commit suicide. And so
one of the things we've got to work for
and one of the things our Nation will work
for is reforms coupled with humanitarian
help, reforms with the chance for there
to be economic development, so people can
realize a normal life.

And as to who’s going to accept what,
we'll find out. But one of the things that’s
going to be clear is that the world is ral-
lying toward these reforms. And that’s what
our job is to do, is to lead them to those
reforms. It makes a lot of sense. And this
is a good first step toward the path to
peace.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Crown Prince
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia; President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt; and Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Implementation
of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption

May 7, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

Pursuant to the resolution of advice and
consent to ratification of the Inter-Amer-
ican Convention Against Corruption adopt-
ed by the Senate on July 27, 2000, the
President must submit to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the
Chairman of the Senate Committee on For-
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eign Relations an annual implementation
report each year for a 5-year period, begin-
ning after the initial report was filed in
April 2001.

This second report to the Congress, pre-
pared by my Administration, indicates that
28 of the 34 members of the Organization
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of American States have signed the Con-
vention (Barbados and Belize signed in the
past year), and 25 members deposited their
instruments of ratification with the Organi-
zation of American States.

Since the last report, the realization that
corruption threatens political and economic
stability, undermines democracy, and can
create conditions ripe for terrorism has fo-
cused governments on the need to actively
combat this international scourge. The
Inter-American Convention contributes to
this fight in the Americas and serves as
a model to other regions. With the develop-
ment of an effective evaluation mechanism,
the Convention will help establish a new
level of transparency and accountability.

This report also outlines the steps taken
to establish an evaluation mechanism,
known as the Committee of Experts, to
oversee implementation of the Convention.

I look forward to working with you to
ensure that we continue to combat corrup-
tion in our hemisphere and across the
globe.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 8.

Remarks at Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School in

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
May 8, 2002

The President. Thank you very much for
that warm welcome. I'm—it is an honor
for me to be here. T want to thank you
for the invitation. As you can tell, I'm going
to spend a little time talking about edu-
cation, and a good place to talk about edu-
cation and educational excellence is in cen-
ters of excellence. Rufus King International
High is a center of excellence. So is Clarke
Street Elementary, and I appreciate the in-
vitation.

As my friend the Secretary of Education
said, he is traveling around the country to
spread the word that we passed new legisla-
tion in Washington, DC, new education re-
form. I'm honored to join him here in the
great State of Wisconsin as part of his tour.
His job is to implement the law as quickly
as possible so that no child is left behind,
and I want to thank Rod for his hard work.

You know, I picked him because he was
a superintendent of schools in Houston,
Texas, a tough school district. But he be-

lieved every child could learn; he believed
in setting high standards. He worked hard;
he made a huge difference on the
frontlines of education. So, instead of pick-
ing somebody who knows the theory of
education or somebody who talks the phi-
losophy of education, I actually picked
somebody who did the work of education.
And he’s doing a great job.

I want to thank your Governor for trav-
eling with me today—it’s an honor to be
in the presence—who has made public
education his top priority. I want to thank
Scott Walker, the executive-elect of Mil-
waukee. I appreciate Dr. Spence Korte,
who is the superintendent here in Mil-
waukee Public Schools. I want to thank Jeff
Spence, president of School Board District
Two, for being here. Jeff, thanks for com-
ing. Of course, I want to thank your fine
principal for inviting me here, Andy
Meuler. I want to thank Keith Posley as
well, who is the principal at Clarke Street.
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