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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / May 9 

Memorandum on Designation of Officers of the Social Security 
Administration 
March 19, 2002 

Memorandum for the Commissioner of 
Social Security 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Social Security Administration 

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent under the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 
5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. 
During any period when both the Com-

missioner of Social Security (Commissioner) 
and the Deputy Commissioner of Social Se-
curity (Deputy Commissioner) have died, 
resigned, or otherwise become unable to 
perform the functions and duties of the 
office of Commissioner, the following offi-
cers of the Social Security Administration, 
in the order listed, shall perform the func-
tions and duties of the office of Commis-
sioner, if they are eligible to act as Com-
missioner under the provisions of the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, until 
such time as the Commissioner or Deputy 

Commissioner is able to perform the func-
tions and duties of the office of Commis-
sioner: 

Chief of Staff; 
Deputy Commissioner for Operations; 

and 
Regional Commissioner, Philadelphia. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. 
(a) No individual who is serving in an 

office listed in section 1 in an acting capac-
ity, by virtue of so serving, shall act as 
Commissioner pursuant to this memo-
randum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains discre-
tion, to the extent permitted by the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 
3345 et seq., to depart from this memo-
randum in designating an acting Commis-
sioner. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on May 9. 

Remarks in a Tribute to Milton Friedman 
May 9, 2002 

Well, thank you all very much. It’s an 
honor for me to be here to pay tribute 
to a hero of freedom, Milton Friedman. 
He has used a brilliant mind to advance 
a moral vision: The vision of a society 
where men and women are free, free to 
choose, but where government is not as 
free to override their decisions. 

That vision has changed America, and 
it is changing the world. All of us owe 
a tremendous debt to this man’s towering 
intellect and his devotion to liberty. So it’s 

my honor to welcome you all to the White 
House. Thank you for coming. I’m looking 
forward to having lunch. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Larry Lindsey, and I want 
to thank him for his leadership and his 
friendship. I, of course, want to welcome 
Rose Friedman as well. I’m so honored that 
the Secretary of Defense, Don Rumsfeld, 
has joined us as well as the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense, Paul Wolfowitz. I want 
to thank the Chairman for being here. 
Chairman Greenspan is a steady influence 
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