
86 

Jan. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

And not only that, it will serve the world, 
because we’re now in a unique position. 
I don’t want to be megalomaniac about my 
views, but we’re leading—we’re leading on 
a lot of fronts. And this is another front 
in which this country can lead, because I 
can assure you that other leaders are look-
ing at it. I’ve talked to them, and they 
don’t know what to do. They’re wrestling 
with decisions, and when America makes 
up her mind to do something, a lot of 
people listen. So this is a huge forum. 

So thanks for taking it on. And I want 
to thank Leon for his leadership. And I 
want to thank Tommy for being here— 
and Dr. Marburger. And I’ll be glad to 
listen, answer questions. I’m not sure what 
we ought to do, Leon, but first you ought 
to say something. 

[At this point, Council Chair Leon R. Kass, 
M.D., made brief remarks.] 

The President. Let me say two other 
things, and then I will listen. One, you 

need to monitor the stem cell issue. That 
was the charge I gave on national TV that 
day, and I forgot to mention that. And the 
other thing is that I have spoken clearly 
on cloning. I just don’t think it’s right. On 
the other hand, there is going to be a lot 
of nuance and subtlety to the issue, I pre-
sume. And I think this is very important 
for you all to help the Nation understand 
what this means. 

And with that, I’d be glad to hear folks. 
Mr. Carter. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Health and 
Human Services Secretary Tommy G. 
Thompson; Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy Director John H. Marburger 
III; and Council member Stephen Carter. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Dr. Kass. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Extension 
of Normal Trade Relations Status for Certain Former Eastern Bloc States 
January 18, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 21, 1994, President Clin-

ton determined and reported to the Con-
gress that the Russian Federation was not 
in violation of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) 
of subsection 402(a) of the Trade Act of 
1974, or paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 409(a) of that Act. On June 3, 1997, 
he also determined and reported to the 
Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia, Moldova, and Ukraine were not in vio-
lation of the same provisions, and made 
an identical determination on December 5, 
1997, with respect to Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the 
continuation of normal trade relations for 

these countries and certain other activities 
without the requirement of an annual waiv-
er. 

On June 29, 2000, pursuant to section 
302(b) of Public Law 106–200, President 
Clinton determined that title IV of the 
1974 Trade Act should no longer apply to 
Kyrgyzstan, and on December 29, 2000, 
pursuant to section 3002 of Public Law 
106–476, he determined that title IV of 
the 1974 Trade Act should no longer apply 
to Georgia. 

As required by law, I am submitting an 
updated report to the Congress concerning 
the emigration laws and policies of Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, the 
Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 

24 2004 10:45 Jul 26, 2004 Jkt 193762 PO 00000 Frm 00086 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193762A.XXX 193762A



87 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Jan. 19 

Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. 
The report indicates continued compliance 
of these countries with international stand-
ards concerning freedom of emigration. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 19, 2002 

Good morning. On Monday, commu-
nities across America will celebrate the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Laura will visit Atlanta to commemorate 
the day in Dr. King’s hometown. I will 
welcome Dr. King’s family to the White 
House. This year’s observance is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the contributions of Dr. 
King and honor the principles for which 
he lived and died. 

Americans can proudly say that we have 
overcome the institutionalized bigotry that 
Dr. King fought. Now our challenge is to 
make sure that every child has a fair chance 
to succeed in life. That is why education 
is the great civil rights issue of our time. 

So my administration worked with Re-
publicans and Democrats to enact into law 
the most far-reaching educational reform in 
a generation. We are insisting on high 
standards for all our children. We’re put-
ting a new emphasis on reading as the first 
step toward achievement. We’re offering 
teachers new training, and States and local-
ities new flexibility. And we’re going to 
measure and test how everyone is doing 
in our new accountability system, so we 
can get help to children before it is too 
late. 

We have a special obligation to disadvan-
taged children to close the achievement gap 
in our Nation. In my next budget, I will 
propose an increase of $1 billion for the 
Federal program that aids disadvantaged 
schoolchildren. That’s on top of the 18 per-
cent increase in last year’s budget. In fact, 

Federal spending on Title I will increase 
just about as much in the first 2 years 
of my administration as it did in all the 
previous 8 years combined. I hope Con-
gress will approve this request. 

At the same time as we fund Title I, 
we’re giving extra help to children with spe-
cial needs. The Federal program for special 
needs children was established by the law 
known as IDEA, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act. My 2003 budget 
requests an additional $1 billion for IDEA, 
as well, an important increase. But we want 
these new dollars to carry to special edu-
cation the same spirit of reform and ac-
countability we have brought to other edu-
cation programs. 

This reform effort began Tuesday, when 
Education Secretary Rod Paige convened 
the first meeting of the new Presidential 
Commission on Excellence in Special Edu-
cation. This distinguished and diverse 
group, chaired by former Iowa Governor 
Terry Branstad, has a clear mission, to pro-
pose reforms that will make special edu-
cation an integral part of an education sys-
tem that expects all children to reach their 
full potential. 

We must have high expectations for chil-
dren who are more difficult to teach or 
who have fallen behind. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., would accept no less than an 
equal concern for every child in America, 
and neither will my administration. 

Thank you for listening. 
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