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countries, including the organization of ex-
changes between national museums, thea-
ters, operas, ballets, orchestras, and indi-
vidual artists. In addition, we will seek to
promote activities that will enable American
and Russian scholars, artists, and ordinary
citizens to learn more about one another’s
history, language, and culture. We encour-
age the establishment of new contacts be-
tween American and Russian organizations
such as the agreement between the State
Hermitage Museum and  the S.
Guggenheim Foundation.

Through the centuries, Russia’s great
poets, novelists, painters, COmMpOosers, and

scientists have made brilliant contributions
to world civilization, and Americans find
their own lives enriched by learning more
about this cultural legacy. Similarly, Rus-
sians have shown a great interest in learn-
ing more about American contributions to
the arts and sciences. Increased apprecia-
tion of each other’s cultures will help ad-
vance relations between our two nations
into the future.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin on the New U.S.-Russian Energy Dialogue

May 24, 2002

Successful development of the global
economy depends on timely and reliable
energy delivery. In this context, we wel-
come the fact that the Russian Federation
has confirmed its role as a major world
energy provider. In order to strengthen our
overall relationship and enhance global en-
ergy security and international strategic sta-
bility, we have agreed to launch a bilateral
energy dialogue.

Through this Dialogue we seek to:

e Develop bilateral cooperation in the
energy sphere on a mutually beneficial
basis in accordance with our respective
national energy policies.

e Reduce volatility and enhance predict-
ability of global energy markets and
reliability of global energy supply.

e Facilitate commercial cooperation in
the energy sector enhancing inter-
action between our companies in ex-
ploration, production, refining, trans-
portation and marketing of energy, as
well as in implementation of joint
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projects including those in third coun-
tries.

e Encourage investment aimed at the
further development and moderniza-
tion of the fuel and energy sector of
Russia, including expansion of oil and
gas production in Eastern Siberia, the
Far East, and offshore areas.

e Promote access to world markets for
Russian energy, including through the
commercial development and mod-
ernization of Russia’s port and trans-
portation infrastructures, the electric
power and gas sectors, and oil refining
capabilities.

e Foster science, technological, and busi-
ness cooperation in the use of uncon-
ventional energy sources, and energy-
efficient and environmentally clean
technologies.

e Cooperate in elaboration and develop-
ment of new ecologically safer nuclear
power technologies.

We intend to discuss energy issues at
our future bilateral meetings, and direct
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that these issues be integrated into our bi-
lateral agenda, at all levels of our govern-
ments. In this context, we welcome the cre-
ation of the Russian-American Working-
level Group on Energy Cooperation.

We are encouraged that our commercial
cooperation occurs not only in Russia and
neighboring areas such as the Caspian re-
gion, where multiple pipelines and joint up-
stream investments in the energy sector
strengthen the sovereignty, prosperity, co-
operation, and global economic integration

of all participating states. We also welcome
our commercial cooperation in the United
States and in other countries where our
companies’ and their international partners’
experience, technology, and capital can be
joined to provide the commercially reliable
energy supplies which are essential to fos-

tering prosperity and global stability.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks to Community and Religious Leaders in Moscow

May 24, 2002

Thank you all very much. Mr. Ambas-
sador, thank you and Lisa for opening up
your modest home. [Laughter] I bet every
Ambassador that represents the United
States wishes they lived this way. But we
appreciate your taking on this very impor-
tant assignment, and that is to represent
our country here in Russia.

I'm honored that Laura was traveling
with me today. Trips always seem to go
so much better when she is by my side,
so I'm really glad you got to meet Laura.
I like to tell the story in America that when
I married her, she was a public school li-
brarian who didn’t like politics and didn’t
particularly care for politicians. [Laughter]
And then she got stuck marrying one.
[Laughter] But she’s doing a great job for
our country, and I'm real proud of her.

And I'm proud of the team I put to-
gether as well. I've got a great national
security team, headed by Colin Powell and
by Condi Rice and Andy Card. And I'm
honored they're traveling with me, and I'm
honored you have a chance to meet them
as well.

And thank you all for coming. For those
of us, the Spaso House—at least those of
us who've paid attention to international
politics—the Spaso House was always

viewed as a refuge for freedom. And I'm
so privileged to give you a few comments
here in this historic setting, where so much
history was written.

You know, I'm aware that during World
War II, Russian, American diplomats and
soldiers met here as allies. It’s kind of an
interesting part of the history of this house.
And during the cold war, this is where
many of you came, refuseniks and human
rights activists. You're always welcome here,
and we're glad you're here.

Our Nation stands for freedom. That’s
what we're fighting off the terrorists about.
We believe so strongly in freedom, we're
willing to defend it at all costs. The Soviet
era is gone. The cold war, I hope, is past
us. And today President Putin and I signed
an historic document. It was more than
just a document that reduces nuclear weap-
onry, although that in itself is good. It’s
a document that says there’s a new era
ahead of us, that instead of being stuck
in the past, these two leaders are willing
to take two great countries forward in a
new relationship built on common interests
and cooperation, and cooperation on all
fronts—the idea of working together to
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