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spared many others from tyranny and sor-
row. 

Long after putting away his uniform, an 
American GI expressed his own pride and 
the truth about all who served, living and 
dead. He said, ‘‘I feel like I played my 
part in turning this from a century of dark-
ness into a century of light.’’ 

Here where we stand today, the new 
world came back to liberate the old. A 
bond was formed of shared trial and shared 
victory. And a light that scattered darkness 
from these shores and across France would 
spread to all of Europe, in time turning 
enemies into friends and the pursuits of 
war into the pursuits of peace. Our security 
is still bound up together in a transatlantic 
alliance, with soldiers in many uniforms de-
fending the world from terrorists at this 
very hour. 

The grave markers here all face west, 
across an ageless and indifferent ocean to 
the country these men and women served 
and loved. The thoughts of America on this 
Memorial Day turn to them and to all their 
fallen comrades in arms. We think of them 
with lasting gratitude. We miss them with 
lasting love, and we pray for them. And 
we trust in the words of the Almighty God 
which are inscribed in the chapel nearby: 
‘‘I give unto them eternal life, that they 
shall never perish.’’ 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at 
the Normandy American Cemetery. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 
The Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day procla-
mation of May 21 is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

Remarks in Discussions With Secretary General Lord Robertson of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Rome, Italy 
May 28, 2002 

NATO-Russia Council Meeting 
President Bush. This is a historic day. 

[At this point, a delegation passed in front 
of President Bush.] 

President Bush. So much for scripting 
every event. [Laughter] 

Secretary General Lord Robertson. [In-
audible] 

Q. Sir, is this an historic day? [Laughter] 
President Bush. This is an historic morn-

ing. No, this is an historic day, and I want 
to thank Lord Robertson for such great 
leadership. He recognizes that a Europe 
whole and free and at peace is an impor-
tant goal and one that will be more likely 
to be achieved for years to come by wel-
coming Russia west. And because of his 
vision and historic work, today we’re sign-
ing a document that does just that. 

So I want to thank you for your leader-
ship. It’s been impressive. 

Secretary General Lord Robertson. 
Thank you very much, Mr. President. The 
President and I are exactly the same age, 
and what’s happening today turns com-
pletely on its head everything we’ve lived 
with up to now, because here is the Rus-
sian President as an equal, round this table 
today. So I said that even the table plan 
is a revolution. [Laughter] 

President Bush. That’s right. 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Can I ask you about the Middle East, 

sir? 
President Bush. Yes, go ahead. 
Q. Your reaction to the suicide attack 

yesterday? And do you plan to bring a new 
initiative, maybe a timetable for peace talks 
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to the conference next month—this sum-
mer? 

President Bush. First, we strongly de-
plore and condemn terrorist violence. 
There are people that don’t want peace, 
and therefore they’re willing to kill to make 
sure there is no peace. And all of us, all 
of us involved in the process—Arab nations, 
the Palestinians, Americans, Europeans, 
Israelis—must do everything we can to stop 
terrorist action. 

We’re going forward with our plan. This 
week Burns will be going to the Middle 
East; Tenet will be going to the Middle 
East. Before Tenet leaves, I do want to 
go back and visit with him. That will be 
tomorrow morning. And at an appropriate 
time, we’ll announce his schedule. There 
needs to be a—the implementation of insti-
tutions necessary for a state to evolve. And 
that’s exactly what our strategy is. And 
that’s what we’re going to work on. And 
I call upon all nations to uphold their re-
spective responsibilities, to see that that 
happens. And the first step is to make sure 
that there’s a security force in place that 
keeps the security. 

Modernizing the Military 
Q. Lord Robertson, how concerned are 

you about the so-called capability gap be-
tween Europe and the United States in 
NATO? And how are you going to convince 
Europeans to boost their defense spending? 

President Bush. Well, I should let Lord 
Robertson talk about that. But he and I 
have had this discussion a lot. He agrees 
with me that all militaries ought to be mod-
ernized. All militaries need to be modern-
ized to meet the true threats of the 21st 
century. And we’ve got some ideas we’d 
like to share with him and NATO. This 
man understands the need to modernize 
militaries. And he’s been a visionary in 
thinking—forward thinking—for NATO. 

We’ve got to modernize our own mili-
tary, too. As you know, we’ve been working 
with Congress to make sure that when we 
spend money, we spend money on weapons 

systems that are needed, not weapons sys-
tems that have got nice politics attached 
to it. And I’m speaking—starting with the 
Crusader. And I expect the Crusader not 
to be in the appropriations—defense appro-
priations. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters], last ques-
tion. 

President’s Upcoming Meeting With Pope 
John Paul II 

Q. Sir, what are you going to talk about 
with the Pope today, and are you going 
to raise the abuse scandal? 

President Bush. I’m going to, first of all, 
listen carefully to what the Pope has to 
say. He’s a man of enormous dignity and 
compassion. I will tell him that I am con-
cerned about the Catholic Church in Amer-
ica; I’m concerned about its standing. And 
I say that because the Catholic Church is 
an incredibly important institution in our 
country. And I’m also going to mention the 
fact that I appreciate the Pope’s leadership 
in trying to strengthen the Catholic Church 
in America. 
[At this point, reporters started to leave 
the room.] 

Modernizing the Military 
President Bush. Wait, wait, wait. Mod-

ernization. 
Secretary General Lord Robertson. I just 

want to first of all say that the responsibility 
and the credit for today’s meeting, which 
by any measure is historic, lies with the 
President of the United States. He took 
an opportunity; he took the unique co-
operation that happened after the 11th of 
September and made it into something that 
looks to the future, builds a base for future 
cooperation with what were the former ad-
versaries. And I want to pay tribute to the 
President in this regard. 

On capabilities, if this Alliance that the 
President has promoted so vigorously in his 
speeches this week is going to remain rel-
evant and important to the people on both 
sides of the Atlantic, then there must be 
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a true transatlantic bargain. The Europeans 
must do more—spend more and spend 
more wisely, and the United States must 
share technology and open export markets 
and encourage transatlantic reorganization. 

So I occasionally stand on toes on both 
sides of the Atlantic, but that’s why I was 
appointed, and I’ll continue to do it until 
they get 19 people to agree to get rid of 
me. [Laughter] 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. at 
the Pratica di Mare Air Force Base. In his 
remarks, he referred to Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Affairs William J. 
Burns. Secretary General Lord Robertson re-
ferred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Remarks at the Opening Session of the NATO-Russia Council Meeting in 
Rome 
May 28, 2002 

Secretary General, thank you for your 
leadership. Mr. Prime Minister, thank you 
for your grand hospitality. You’ve been a 
great host. And I want to welcome our 
friend President Vladimir Putin to this 
table, and all my NATO colleagues. 

Today marks an historic achievement for 
a great alliance and a great European na-
tion. Two former foes are now joined as 
partners, overcoming 50 years of division 
and a decade of uncertainty. And this part-
nership takes us closer to an even larger 
goal, a Europe that is whole, free, and at 
peace for the first time in history. 

NATO was born over a half a century 
ago as an alliance committed to defending 
democracy and advancing freedom. Today 
we renew our commitment to these impor-
tant goals. And as we reach out to a new 
Russia that is building freedom in its own 
land and is already joining us in defending 
freedom against a common enemy, we do 
so in the spirit of peace and friendship. 

The attacks of September the 11th made 
clear that the new dangers of our age 
threaten all nations, including Russia. The 
months since have made clear that by 
working together against these threats, we 
multiply our effectiveness. 

The NATO-Russia Council gives us the 
opportunity to move forward together on 

common challenges and to begin building 
ties that can be expanded far into the fu-
ture. We will start with areas where our 
ability to help one another as equal part-
ners is unmistakable, areas such as coun-
tering terrorism, preventing the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction, emergency 
planning, and search and rescue operations 
at sea. 

We will improve our coordination in 
places where we are already working to-
gether, such as the Balkans. NATO, Russia, 
and our other partners can take great pride 
in the greater peace and stability we have 
brought to that region. 

We will also look ahead to other areas 
where we can expand our cooperation, such 
as missile defense and airspace control that 
can strengthen the security of all of Eu-
rope. 

Nothing we do will subtract from 
NATO’s core mission. We will be practical, 
moving forward step by step. And as our 
trust and track record of success grows, 
so will the breadth and depth of our work 
together. 

The NATO-Russia Council offers Russia 
a path toward forming an alliance with the 
Alliance. It offers all our nations a way 
to strengthen our common security, and it 
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