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May 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement Announcing Actions To Preserve Florida’s Natural Resources 
May 29, 2002 

Florida is known worldwide for its beau-
tiful coastal waters and the Everglades. 
Today we are acting to preserve both. Flor-
ida is also known for its strong commitment 
to preserving these extraordinary natural re-
sources, and the Federal Government is a 
strong partner in those efforts. 

Today I am extremely pleased to an-
nounce two historic actions in the State 
of Florida that exemplify personal steward-
ship and conservation partnerships. The 
United States Government will buy back 
the rights for natural gas and oil develop-
ment in Destin Dome and in critical parts 
of the Everglades. 

These are important steps in preserving 
some of our Nation’s most beautiful natural 
treasures, including Big Cypress National 
Preserve, the Florida Panther National 

Wildlife Refuge, and the Ten Thousand Is-
lands National Wildlife Refuge. Today’s ac-
tion once again demonstrates that my ad-
ministration will take seriously the views 
of local communities. The Federal Govern-
ment should continue to work closely with 
States and local communities in solving 
issues that affect energy security, the econ-
omy, and the environment. 

I appreciate the good work of Secretary 
Norton and the staff of the Department 
of the Interior, Governor Bush and his 
team, the Collier family, and the private 
sector companies whose hard work has 
made these agreements possible. They have 
contributed greatly to our shared mission 
of sustained stewardship of these extraor-
dinary natural areas. 

Statement Congratulating the Elliot Richardson Prize Recipients 
May 29, 2002 

I congratulate Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, former Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget Alice Rivlin, and 
former Secretary of State George Shultz 
on their receipt of the first Elliot Richard-
son Prize for excellence and integrity in 
public service, awarded by the Council for 
Excellence in Government. Each of these 
distinguished public servants possesses the 
virtues embodied by Elliot Richardson: en-
during commitment to the greater public 
good; a lifetime of public service; and cour-
age, integrity, and diligence in the pursuit 
of excellence in Government. 

Since September 11, Americans have 
demonstrated a renewed appreciation for 
the sacrifices that public servants make and 
for the commitment they bring to their 
jobs. The examples set by Secretary Powell, 
Director Rivlin, and Secretary Shultz stand 
as an inspiration to all Americans including 
our young people, especially those consid-
ering a career in Government service. Their 
lives serve as a testimony that public service 
is a noble calling. 
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