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to spend and put more pressure on the
recovery?

The President. 1 think—look, let me just
give you my own consumer confidence
index. I am positive about the—our econ-
omy. I feel very optimistic about it, because
I look at the facts. And the facts are that
inflation is low; interest rates low; produc-
tivity is high. We're going to get a trade
bill which will help, presuming the Senate
acts this week. I feel strongly that they're—
that having—now it turns out, having been
through three quarters of negative growth,
when I first came into office, we’ve had
three quarters of positive growth. T think
that’s the right trend, Dick.

So I'm optimistic about this, and I think
when the American people take a look at
the facts and are confident about those
facts, like I am, they will—theyre going
to realize we've got a bright future ahead
of us. And I am upbeat. And I think most
of the people around this table are upbeat
about the prospects for people being able
to find work.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. Dur-
ing the exchange, a reporter referred to Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Marwan Muasher of
Jordan.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol To Amend the
International Air Carriage Rules Convention

July 31, 2002

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice
and consent to ratification, the Protocol to
Amend the Convention for the Unification
of Certain Rules Relating to International
Carriage by Air Signed at Warsaw on Octo-
ber 12, 1929, done at The Hague Sep-
tember 28, 1955 (The Hague Protocol).
The report of the Department of State, in-
cluding an article-by-article analysis, is en-
closed for the information of the Senate
in connection with its consideration of The
Hague Protocol.

The Warsaw Convention is the first in
a series of treaties relating to international
carriage by air. The Hague Protocol
amended certain of the Warsaw Convention
articles, including several affecting the
rights of carriers of international air cargo.
A recent court decision held that since the
United States had ratified the Warsaw Con-
vention but had not ratified The Hague
Protocol, and the Republic of Korea had
ratified The Hague Protocol but had not
ratified the Warsaw Convention, there were

no relevant treaty relations between the
United States and Korea. This decision has
created uncertainty within the air transpor-
tation industry regarding the scope of treaty
relations between the United States and the
78 countries that are parties only to the
Warsaw Convention and The Hague Pro-
tocol. Thus, U.S. carriers may not be able
to rely on the provisions in the Protocol
with respect to claims arising from the
transportation of air cargo between the
United States and those 78 countries. In
addition to quickly affording U.S. carriers
the protections of those provisions, ratifica-
tion of the Protocol would establish rela-
tions with Korea and the five additional
countries (El Salvador, Grenada, Lithuania,
Monaco, and Swaziland) that are parties
only to The Hague Protocol and to no
other treaty on the subject.

A new Convention for the Unification
of Certain Rules for International Carriage
by Air, done at Montreal May 28, 1999
(the “Montreal Convention”) is pending on
the Senate’s Executive calendar (Treaty
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Doc. 106-45). I urge the Senate to give
its advice and consent to that Convention,
which will ultimately establish modern, uni-
form liability rules applicable to inter-
national air transport of passengers, cargo,
and mail among its parties. But the incre-
mental pace of achieving widespread adop-
tion of the Montreal Convention should not
be allowed to delay the benefits that ratifi-
cation of The Hague Protocol would afford
U.S. carriers of cargo to and from the 84

countries with which it would promptly
enter into force.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to The Hague
Protocol and that the Senate give its advice
and consent to ratification.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
July 31, 2002.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National

Emergency With Respect to Iraq
July 30, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Iraq emergency is to
continue in effect beyond August 2, 2002,
to the Federal Register for publication. The
most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register
on August 1, 2001, (66 Fed Reg. 40105).
The crisis between the United States and
Iraq that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on August 2, 1990, has not been
resolved. The Government of Iraq con-
tinues to engage in activities inimical to
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stability in the Middle East and hostile to
U.S. interests. Such Iragi actions pose a
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy
of the United States. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency declared
with respect to Iraq and to maintain in
force the broad authorities necessary to
apply economic pressure on the Govern-
ment of Iraq.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 1. The notice of July 30 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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