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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. in Fifth Congressional District; Stan Thomp-
the Arena at the Polk County Veterans Me- son, candidate for Iowa’s Third Congres-
morial Auditorium. In his remarks, he re- sional District; and Chuck Larson, Jr., chair-
ferred to Steve King, candidate for Iowa’s man, Republican Party of Iowa. 

Remarks at Mount Rushmore National Memorial in Keystone, South 
Dakota 
August 15, 2002 

Well, thank you all so very much. John, 
I appreciate your kind introduction. I ap-
preciate your leadership and your friend-
ship. I want to thank you all for coming 
today. Gosh, what a warm welcome. It’s 
such a beautiful spot. I told Laura she 
ought to come; she didn’t. You drew the 
short straw; you got me. [Laughter] 

But what a magnificent place on such 
a beautiful day to talk about America and 
the challenges we face. I mean, after all, 
standing here at Mount Rushmore reminds 
us that a lot of folks came before us to 
make sure that we were free. A lot of pio-
neers came to this part of the world to 
make sure that enterprise could flourish. 
A lot of our predecessors faced hardship 
and overcame those hardships, because 
we’re Americans. 

And that’s what’s going to happen in this 
era too. We’ve got problems. We’ve got 
challenges. This generation has got chal-
lenges to meet, and we’re going to meet 
those challenges head on. We’ve got the 
challenge of fighting and winning a war 
against terrorists, and we’re going to win 
that war against terrorists. We’ve got the 
challenges of protecting the homeland, and 
we will do everything in our power to pro-
tect the homeland. And we’ve got the chal-
lenge of economic security. Economic secu-
rity in this part of the world is a big chal-
lenge, and I understand that. But we’ll do 
everything in our power to overcome that 
challenge as well. No, this is America— 
American land based upon strong values, 
inhabited by great people. There’s no doubt 

in my mind that the challenges we face 
will be challenges we overcome. 

I’m glad to come to share that optimism 
with you in this historic spot. I appreciate 
those who work for our Park Service. I 
particularly want to thank my Secretary of 
Interior, Secretary Gale Norton. I want to 
thank the park managers, the fine, hard-
working folks who work for the Park Serv-
ice, for providing such a magnificent site 
for our fellow Americans to come and wit-
ness history and be a part of nature at 
its best. 

I want to thank so very much Governor 
Tom Ridge, who is my Homeland Security 
Advisor, for traveling with me today. He 
was the Governor of Pennsylvania. I said, 
‘‘Listen, you need to leave being Governor 
of Pennsylvania; we’ve got a problem.’’ 
[Laughter] ‘‘We need to secure the home-
land.’’ And thankfully, he sacrificed and 
moved to Washington, to serve side by side 
with me doing everything we can to make 
our homeland secure. 

I appreciate so very much your Gov-
ernor, Bill Janklow, for being here. Bill has 
been a friend of mine for a long period 
of time. He might have invented the word 
‘‘piece of work.’’ [Laughter] But he’s a good 
piece of work. 

I want to thank—I want to thank Major-
ity Leader Tom Daschle for coming today. 
Tom, I appreciate your time. I’m honored 
you’re here. And I want to thank Senator 
Tim Johnson, as well, for taking time out 
of his day to come to be here at Mount 
Rushmore. 

1417 



2004 12:48 Mar 15, 2005 Jkt 193761 PO 00000 Frm 00266 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193761.006 193761

Aug. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

I had the honor of, when I landed in 
Air Force One at Ellsworth, I had the 
honor of meeting a fellow named Jerome 
Harvey. He’s a professional firefighter who 
volunteers his time to help people in need. 
He grew up in a volunteer fire department, 
in the sense of taking on this important 
job as—for his lifetime. I bring him up 
because he’s helping others learn how to 
fight fire. He’s a part of what I call a sol-
dier in the army of compassion. I’m con-
fident there are soldiers in the armies of 
compassion right here, people who have 
decided to use their talent and time to 
help people in need. That’s the spirit of 
America that I love, the fact that we’ve 
got neighbors willing to help neighbors, 
people who are willing to take time to ask 
that fundamental question, ‘‘What can I do 
to make my community a better place?’’ 
So I appreciate Jerome coming out to say 
hello. And for those of you who are serving 
your communities in any kind of way, I 
want to thank you from the bottom of a 
grateful nation’s heart. 

Everybody knows this economy of ours 
faces challenges. After all, for the first three 
quarters of my administration, we were at 
negative growth. That’s called a recession. 
[Laughter] And then the enemy hit us, and 
that hurt us economically. And then after 
some scandals had been in the making for 
a while, they bubbled to the surface, and 
we learned that some of our corporate citi-
zens were trying to fudge the numbers, 
weren’t being honest with the American 
people. 

We’ve had to deal with recession, emer-
gency, and corporate scandal. And there’s 
no question it’s raised a high hurdle for 
us to cross. But let me tell you something, 
that high hurdle is going to be crossed, 
because our people are hard workers. The 
productivity of the American farmer and 
rancher and the American worker is the 
best in the world. The fundamentals for 
economic growth are sound. Inflation is 
down. Interest rates are low. Productivity 
is high. The consumer is spending money. 

We’ve got the foundation laid. Now we’ve 
just got to build on it. 

One way to make sure we have economic 
security for Americans around our country 
is to make sure our agriculture economy 
is strong. See, I think the cornerstone for 
economic security is good agricultural pol-
icy. This is something I know something 
about. As a matter of fact, after I leave 
here, I’m heading back to Crawford. We’ve 
got a few cows around—[laughter]—got 
some hay. We fortunately have had rain. 
That wasn’t the case always in Texas. I 
understand what drought means to people 
who make a living off the land. I know 
how people suffer when there is no rain. 

I’ve seen my fellow Texans and I heard 
some of my fellow Americans today talk 
about the anxieties that come when you’re 
in a business that relies upon good weather 
and good prices. I’ve talked to ranchers 
who have been on their family ranch for 
years, wondering whether they can stay on. 
I talked to community leaders who wonder 
whether or not there’s a place for young 
farmers and young ranchers in this society. 
No, people hurt here, and I know that. 
We want to help deal with this drought. 
We want to help the hurting people, be-
cause it is not only good for the neighbor-
hood; helping people in the agricultural 
sector is good for the American economy. 
A good agricultural sector is good for all 
Americans. 

On Monday, the Department of Agri-
culture made $150 million available for im-
mediate emergency feed for livestock pro-
ducers here in South Dakota and three 
other States. Sixty-four of your sixty-six 
counties have been allowed emergency as-
sistance. We’re working hard. I want you 
to know I signed the farm bill, and I’m 
proud to have signed the farm bill. Some 
of us in this audience who supported a 
farm bill took a little heat over it. I know 
the Senator supported it. John supported 
it. We took heat over it because, I guess, 
some people didn’t understand how impor-
tant the farm economy is. But I said, when 
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I signed that bill, there’s $180 billion in 
that bill of taxpayers’ money to help our 
farm and ranch community. And as we 
move forward to help our ranchers with 
drought relief, I expect that help to come 
from the $180 billion, so we don’t run up 
additional deficits in the Federal budget. 

It’s important to watch our spending in 
Washington. It’s important to set priorities 
and watch our spending. I appreciate the 
fact that the Congress sent me a supple-
mental the other day that helped fund our 
priorities of the military and homeland se-
curity and helping the good folks of New 
York. We fulfilled a promise to the good 
folks of New York who are trying to recover 
from the September the 11th attack. But 
in that particular bill they added $5 billion 
I didn’t ask for. And they put some fine 
print in the bill that said, ‘‘Either you 
spend all the $5 billion, or you spend none 
of the $5 billion. In other words, you spend 
every dime in there beyond the request, 
or you spend none of it.’’ For the sake 
of fiscal responsibility, I made the decision 
to spend none of the extra $5 billion. 

Now, there are some issues in that $5 
billion that we need to deal with, and I 
look forward to working with the Congress. 
I mean, there’s money in there for the 
Middle East, which I want to spend. 
There’s money in there for AIDS policy, 
which we need to spend. But we can 
amend the ’03 budget. So the message is 
clear: In order to make sure we don’t put 
a drag on our economic security measures 
or economic growth, we’ve got to be fiscally 
sound in Washington, DC, fiscally respon-
sible with the people’s money. 

I’m looking forward, when we get back, 
to signing an energy bill, one that promotes 
renewable sources of energy like ethanol. 
Ethanol is good for our economy; it’s good 
for our air; it makes common sense. I’d 
rather have the capacity to say to the world, 
we’re less dependent upon foreign sources 
of crude oil because we’re growing energy 
right here in South Dakota in the United 
States. 

For the good of our economy, we need 
commonsense forest policy. We can and we 
must manage our forests. We must keep 
them disease-free. We must have reason-
able forest policies so as to prevent fires, 
not encourage them. 

In order to help our economic recovery, 
we need to make the tax relief package 
we passed out of the Congress permanent. 
Those tax reliefs came right at the right 
time. See, when you’re in the middle of 
a recession, it’s important to let people 
keep their own money. It’s also important 
to remember, when we’re spending money, 
it’s not the Government’s money we’re 
spending; it’s the people’s money. It’s your 
money. I mean, we did a good job of cut-
ting the marriage penalty. After all, we 
want our Tax Code to encourage marriage, 
not discourage marriage. 

We want the Tax Code to encourage 
small-business growth, not discourage 
small-business growth. And that’s what cut-
ting the personal income tax rates do. Most 
small businesses are sole proprietorships or 
limited partnerships. They pay income taxes 
at the personal rate. So reducing taxes is 
good for capital formation and job creation. 

But we also did something else that I 
think is important for South Dakota farmers 
and ranchers. We sent the death tax on 
its way to extinction. That death tax is a— 
if you’re interested in keeping people on 
the farm, you’ve got to get rid of the death 
tax. If you want to help the ranchers, 
you’ve got to get rid of the death tax. But 
unfortunately, it didn’t work that way. We 
sent it on its way to extinction, but the 
problem is, it bounces back after 10 years. 
For the sake of economic vitality, to allow 
our producers and entrepreneurs to plan, 
for the sake of keeping people on the farms 
and ranches, we need to make the tax relief 
permanent. 

I just signed a trade bill. I understand 
some in the agriculture sector are worried 
about trade. I hear the same thing from 
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some of my Texas friends. And I can un-
derstand why people in the agriculture sec-
tor worry about trade. After all, our trade 
negotiators in the past talked a good game 
about agriculture but seemed to forget agri-
culture when they got to the table. My 
attitude is, is that if you’re going to have 
trade policy and if you want to boost the 
economic security of the American people, 
you start with your strength. And one of 
our great strengths in this country is the 
productivity of our farmer and rancher. 
One of the great strengths of America is 
that we produce more food than we need. 
And if you produce more food than you 
need, it seems like to me that you ought 
to work to sell that food overseas to people. 
We ought to be feeding the world, here 
in America. 

You just need to know that when I talk 
to the Chinese, I’m talking about soybeans. 
I want South Dakota soybeans to be sold 
into China. When we talk to Vladimir 
Putin, we’re talking about chickens. Every 
time I have a conversation with world lead-
ers, when it comes to trade, I remind them 
that we expect there to be a level playing 
field for American agricultural products. I 
believe firmly—I believe firmly that good 
trade policy will yield good jobs in America. 

And finally, to make sure that we have 
economic security, we’ve got to regain the 
confidence of the American people. After 
all, the confidence had been shattered. 
There’s too many stories in the business 
pages and now on the front pages of people 
who were fudging the numbers, people 
who had a position of responsibility but 
forgot to behave responsibly, people who 
didn’t treat their shareholders and their 
employees with respect, people who are 
now, when we find them and prosecute 
them, are going to be serving hard time, 
not finding easy money. 

I want to appreciate so very much the 
Congress for working together. Both Re-
publicans and Democrats came together to 
fashion a corporate responsibility bill. It’s 
the most significant piece of reform—cor-

porate reform since Franklin Roosevelt was 
the President. And it’s a good piece of leg-
islation. Let me summarize it by this way: 
It says, we expect the best from people 
in positions of responsibility. We want peo-
ple to be held to account if they break 
the law. 

I remember giving a speech in New York 
on this subject. And in my speech I said 
business schools, schools that train future 
business leaders, must be willing to teach 
right from wrong. Evidently, that’s not the 
case these days. Evidently, there’s some 
nervousness in some of the college cam-
puses about teaching right from wrong. 
And after I gave the speech, I was working 
the ropeline. A professor who is at a busi-
ness school said, ‘‘Thank you for saying 
that. We need to do that around America.’’ 
A big fellow standing next to him said, 
‘‘Well, if you really want to send an ethics 
lesson in America, if you really want to 
teach right from wrong, put some of them 
in handcuffs on national TV as you lead 
them off.’’ And that’s what’s going to hap-
pen when we find people who cheat the 
American people. 

By far the vast majority of our corporate 
citizens are good and honorable people. 
You’ve got some fine corporations here in 
South Dakota, people who care deeply 
about their employees, people who under-
stand that they’ve got to tell the truth. No, 
by far the vast majority of our leadership 
around this country understand what it 
means to be a responsible citizen. 

And we’re cleaning up the mess. Slowly 
but surely, the American people are under-
standing that this future is a bright future 
for us, that economic security will spread 
its wings throughout all our society. And 
you just need to know, I’m not going to 
rest, neither will my administration rest 
until we’re sure anybody who wants a job 
and can’t find one is able to find work. 

We’ve got another big challenge facing 
America, and that is to protect our home-
land. I want to appreciate the moms and 
dads who brought your kids here today. 
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It’s probably hard for you to understand 
why anybody would want to hurt America. 
Why would we have to protect the home-
land in the first place? Let me tell you 
why. It’s because your country loves free-
dom. We love the freedom—[applause]. 
We love the idea of people being able to 
worship an Almighty freely. We love the 
idea. We love the idea of honest political 
discourse. We like a free press. We love 
freedom. The enemy hates freedom. So 
long as we embrace freedom—which we 
will do—there’s going to be people who 
try to hurt us. There’s another distinction 
between us and the enemy: We value every 
life; we value every human life. And these 
folks are out there; they’re haters. They’re 
out there, and our job is to make sure 
that the homeland is as secure as possible. 

As you know, I proposed a significant 
reform of the agencies involved with home-
land defense. We’ve got over 100 agencies 
scattered all around Washington that have 
got some part of defending the homeland, 
and that doesn’t make much sense. If the 
number one priority of the Government is 
to protect the homeland, it seems like to 
me that those agencies involved with pro-
tecting the homeland need to be under one 
boss; they need to have one chain of com-
mand. If you want to change a culture, 
if you want to set a clear priority, we ought 
to organize our Government so that priority 
is the most important thing these agencies 
do. 

And so I called upon Congress to join 
me in the creation of a Department of 
Homeland Security. And we’re making 
some progress on the Department of 
Homeland Security. But I’m a little worried 
about some of the noise I hear. I don’t 
want our hands tied so we cannot do the 
number one job you expect, which is to 
protect the homeland. I need to be able 
to ship resources without a time-consuming 
approval process. If you’re trying to defend 
the homeland, if you need to act quickly 
in response to a threat, we need to be 
able to move resources. We’re not trying 

to do away with congressional authority. 
We’re trying to have the capacity to re-
spond to the needs of the American people. 
Unfortunately, the bill in the Senate right 
now won’t let me do that. 

Let me give you an example. If intel-
ligence were to show that the terrorists 
were planning to use a new type of biologi-
cal weapon, it makes sense for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take money 
from one project to buy medicines, to 
stockpile drugs, to respond if the attack 
were to occur. We don’t have that flexibility 
right now. I’m not allowed to reorganize 
old agencies to meet new threats, and I’ll 
give you an example. 

On our border—listen, we need to know 
who’s coming in the country. We need to 
know what they’re bringing in the country, 
and we need to know if they’re leaving 
the country. But we’ve got different agen-
cies with different strategies in different 
uniforms. They need to be working in con-
cert. I need the authority to have Customs 
and the INS and the Border Patrol work 
in concert so that there’s no gaps in the 
defense of our borders. I don’t have that 
authority under the Senate bill. 

The way the bill is structured now, it 
takes too long to hire good people. There’s 
too many bureaucratic rules. The bill 
micromanages the capacity of the executive 
branch to do the business on behalf of the 
American people. I need the capacity, this 
Department needs the—it’s not just me, 
it’s future Presidents need the capacity to 
be able to pay people according to their 
contributions and hold people to account 
for their performance, both good and bad. 
If somebody does a good job, we want to 
be able to provide bonuses. I am deeply 
concerned about this provision of the Sen-
ate bill. It strips me of authority. Unlike 
previous—if this bill were to go through, 
this bill would take away the authority that 
every President since Jimmy Carter has 
had, which is to exempt agencies from col-
lective bargaining requirements if I were 
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to determine that our national security de-
mands it. It’s important during times of 
war that we be flexible to meet our needs. 

Now, having said that, I’m absolutely 
confident and know that this Department 
will protect Federal workers’ rights, will 
safeguard against unwillful discrimination. 
There will be whistle-blower protection. 
They will be able to be in a union if that’s 
what they choose to do. But I need flexi-
bility to be able to run this Department. 
I need the flexibility to be able to look 
at the American people and say, we’re 
doing everything we can to protect the 
homeland against an enemy that hates us. 

The best way to protect the homeland— 
and, by the way, there are a lot of good 
people working hard to protect you. Any-
time we get a hint or a lead, we’re moving. 
We’re disrupting. We’re following every 
possible opportunity to disrupt potential 
enemy plans. And I hope you’re proud of 
the fact that there’s a lot of good folks 
who care deeply about your future. I sure 
am. I’m proud of the way our people are 
responding. 

But the best way to protect the home-
land, the best way to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up free is to hunt the killers 
down one by one and bring them to justice. 
This is a different kind of war than we’re 
used to. This isn’t a war where these infan-
tries go marching across the plains or hide 
in hedgerows, or formations of aircraft go 
streaming across our skies. This is a war 
where leaders hide in caves and send 
youngsters to their suicidal death. That’s 
the kind of war we’re fighting. It requires 
a new way of thinking, a new attitude. It 
requires our military to be trained in a 
way that can go into—to move quickly and 
be agile, be lethal when they strike. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes, as far 
as I’m concerned. There’s no cave deep 
enough; we’re going to hunt them down. 
You see, history has called us. History has 
put the spotlight in America. We’re the 
beacon of freedom. We’re the bastion of 

freedom, and we’re the protectors of free-
dom, as far as I’m concerned. 

I submitted a significant increase in our 
defense spending—it’s the biggest increase 
since Ronald Reagan was the President— 
for two reasons. Anytime we put our troops 
in harm’s way, they’ve got to have the best 
training, the best pay, the best equipment 
possible. We owe that to our troops, who 
are performing brilliantly, by the way. We 
also owe it to their moms and dads and 
their husbands and wives and their loved 
ones. 

But the other reason I submitted a sig-
nificant increase in defense spending is be-
cause I want the message to be loud and 
clear to our friends and foe alike that we’re 
not quitting, that the United States of 
America understands the challenge, that no 
matter how long it takes, we’re going to 
defend our freedoms. And we’re making 
pretty good progress. We’re making pretty 
darned good progress. I laid out a doctrine 
that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist or you 
feed one of them, you’re just as guilty as 
the terrorists.’’ And the Taliban found out 
exactly what we meant. 

But I want—I want the youngsters here 
to understand that when we went into that 
country, we went in as liberators, not as 
conquerors. We freed people from the 
clutches of a barbaric regime and, thanks 
to the United States and our friends and 
allies, many young girls now go to school 
for the first time in their lives. History will 
note that we didn’t hit and run, that we 
stayed there. We stayed there to not only 
make sure that Al Qaida doesn’t bunch up 
again, but we stayed there to help this 
country, Afghanistan, flourish. We believe 
in democracies. We believe every child 
should have a chance to realize his or her 
dreams. We believe in peace. 

I think we’ve hauled in over 2,000 of 
the enemy—‘‘we’’ being all kinds of people, 
the Philippines and Spain, of course, the 
United States. We’re making pretty good 
progress. We’re getting them, one by one. 
Sometimes you’ll read about it; sometimes 
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you won’t. This isn’t a very dramatic war, 
as far as TV goes. But we’re making dra-
matic progress, is the best way to put it. 
And by the way, about equal a number 
of the people weren’t quite as lucky as 
those who were captured. 

And we’ve got a lot of work to do. We’ve 
got a lot of work to do. And that’s why 
this budget I submitted is a significant 
budget. The House passed its version. The 
Senate passed its version. They’ve now got 
to get together as quickly as possible, as 
soon as possible, and get the defense ap-
propriations bill to my desk nearly upon 
arrival. In other words, as soon as they 
get back from the recess, I need to sign 
the bill so we can plan for the war. 

I hope you can tell that I’m an optimistic 
person. I’m an optimistic person because 
I understand America. I understand the 
strengths of America. I know we’re going 
to prevail in this war on terror. And as 
we do so, I believe, as sure as I’m standing 
here, we’re going to bring peace to parts 
of the world that haven’t dreamt about 
peace in a long time. By being firm and 
strong and diligent, we’ll bring peace not 
only to our own children and their children, 
but we can bring peace to the Middle East 
and peace to South Asia. No, we have a 
fantastic chance to take the evil done to 
our country and turn it into good for world-
ly peace. 

And here at home, we can make a huge 
difference in people’s lives. Listen, we live 
in a land of plenty, but there are people 
who hurt, people whose lives have been 
shattered by addiction, young kids who 
haven’t gotten a good enough education 
and may not have love at home and wonder 
whether or not America is meant for them. 
So long as any of us hurt, all of us hurt 
in America. 

I understand there is a limitation to the 
capacity of Government. Government can 
hand out checks; we do a pretty good job 
of that sometimes. [Laughter] But what 
Government cannot do is put love in peo-
ple’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-

ple’s lives. In order to change lives for the 
better, in order to make sure we eliminate 
those pockets of despair and hopelessness, 
it will require loving Americans to act, lov-
ing Americans to put their arms around 
people who wonder whether or not there’s 
hope and say, ‘‘I love you, brother. I love 
you, sister.’’ People ask me what they can 
do in the war against terror. My answer 
is, love a neighbor just like you’d like to 
be loved yourself. People say, ‘‘Well, I can’t 
do everything.’’ I know you can’t do every-
thing, but you can do something to help 
change America, one soul, one conscience 
at a time. And that’s what’s taking place 
in this country. It really is. 

Many people stepped back after Sep-
tember the 11th and said, ‘‘What is—what’s 
our life worth? I mean, how do we fulfill 
a full life as an American?’’ More and more 
people understand that being a patriot is 
more than just putting your hand over your 
heart and saying the Pledge of Allegiance 
to a nation under God. They’re saying— 
more and more people understand that 
serving something greater than yourself in 
life is a part of being a complete American. 
And as more and more people do that, 
as more and more people choose to mentor 
a child, as more and more people help 
feed the hungry, as more and more people 
go to their churches and synagogues and 
mosques and hear that universal call to love 
a neighbor, America’s culture is changing. 
And America, itself, is changing. 

America’s culture is changing from a pe-
riod in which we all have said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else.’’ We’re ushering in a period of per-
sonal responsibility in this country, where 
moms and dads understand, if you’re fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad, you 
must love your children with all your heart 
and all your soul. People in America are 
understanding that if you live in a commu-
nity, you’ve got to help that community to 
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realize its full potential. They’re under-
standing there is such a thing as personal 
responsibility and sacrifice. 

And perhaps the most vivid example of 
that came on 9/11 itself. People were flying 
across the airplane on what’s now known 
as—then and now known as Flight 93. 
They heard their plane was going to be 
used as a weapon. They got on the phone, 
and they told their loved ones they loved 
them. They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They served something greater 
than themselves by saving life. It’s an exam-
ple for all of us to remember that America 
is a country based upon our willingness to 
serve something greater than ourselves, our 
willingness to be something other than a 
materialistic society, a willingness for all of 
us to help define the American spirit and 

love our neighbor so that our country can 
have its full potential available for every-
body who is fortunate enough to be an 
American. 

Listen, out of the evil done to this great 
land is going to come incredible good, be-
cause we’re the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth, full of the most fine and 
compassioned and decent citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. 
from a temporary stage in front of the monu-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative John R. Thune of South Dakota, 
who introduced the President; and President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979 
August 14, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency caused by 

the lapse of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979, as amended, is to continue in ef-
fect beyond August 17, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 16. The no-
tice of August 14 is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 

Remarks at a Volunteer Barbecue Lunch in Crawford, Texas 
August 16, 2002 

Thank you, Mary. In case you don’t know the Crawford Independent School District. 
it, Mary is the maintenance supervisor at 
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