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must step up and hold this regime to ac-
count. Otherwise, the United States and
some of our friends will do so.

For the sake of peace, for the sake of
world security, for the sake of a viable
United Nations, they must act. And if they
don’t have it in their will to do so, if they're
not willing to fashion a resolution which
is new and different and strong and holds
Iraq to account, holds them to the agree-
ments they have made, the United States
will be willing to do so.

Q. Should the American people prepare
themselves for war with Iraq, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. The American people
must understand the serious threat which
Iraq places on America. We've learned
after September the 11th that oceans no
longer protect us from an enemy. We also
know full well this is a man who has in-

vaded two countries; this is a man who
has poisoned his own people; this is man
who’s poisoned his neighbors; this is a man
who says that Stalin is his hero; this is
a man who hates; this is a man who doesn’t
believe in freedom; this is a man who has
weapons of mass destruction and says he
doesn’t. He poses a serious threat to the
American people. And the first step is to
get the United Nations to prove to the
world whether it’s going to be relevant or
whether it’s going to be a League of Na-
tions, irrelevant.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. at
the Nebraska Avenue Homeland Security
Complex. In his remarks, he referred to
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A re-
porter referred to Foreign Minister Naji
Sabri Ahmad al-Hadithi of Iraq.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support

Terrorism
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emergency
with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism
is to continue in effect beyond September
23, 2002, to the Federal Register for publi-
cation.
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The crisis constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania,
and against the Pentagon committed on
September 11, 2001, and the continuing
and immediate threat of further attacks on
United States nationals or the United States
that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on September 23, 2001, has not
been resolved. These actions pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency
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declared with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism and maintain in force the com-
prehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
September 19, 2002.

NoOTE: The notice of September 19 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit,

or Support Terrorism
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith the 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-

ministration on the national emergency

with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism
that was declared in Executive Order 13224
of September 23, 2001.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
September 19, 2002.

Remarks at the Republican Governors Association Fall Reception

September 19, 2002

The President. Well, thank you all very
much. John, thank you very much. I appre-
ciate the invitation to get out of the house.
[Laughter] I'm honored to come to thank
you all for supporting our Governors.

I love our Governors. I know them well;
I was one. [Laughter] And these are fine,
fine public servants who bring a lot of class
and dignity to the office they hold. They
put results ahead of process. These are
people who put success ahead of excessive
verbiage. Theyre on the frontlines of re-
form. They care deeply about our country.
I'm honored to be in their presence. And
I want to thank you for supporting their
reelections.

Governors get things done. And Gov-
ernors can make a tremendous difference
in people’s lives. I knew that when I started

forming my Cabinet. I knew that I needed
to surround myself with people who not
only would bring honor to the office to
which T appointed them but also would
work hard to get something done for the
country. And that's why I named John
Ashcroft, former Governor, Christie Todd
Whitman, former Governor, Tommy
Thompson, former Governor, and Tom
Ridge, former Governor, to serve our coun-
try.

I want to thank Johnny Rowland for his
leadership of the Republican Governors As-
sociation and for his fine leadership for the
State of Connecticut. [Applause] He got
one peep. [Laughter] Bill Owens is the vice
chairman, from the great State of Colorado,
and I appreciate his leadership as well.
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