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I truly believe that this country is going 
to be a stronger and better place, because 
I understand the nature of America. See, 
a lot of us took a step back after what 
happened to us that day and realized 
there’s something more important in life 
than self, something more important in life 
than materialism, that being a patriot is 
somebody more than just puts their hand 
over their heart; being a patriot is some-
body who does love a neighbor. 

And that’s going across all across this 
land. You know, I first got into politics be-
cause I believed that I could make a dif-
ference in helping change a culture, from 
one which said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else.’’ See, I was hoping to help usher 
in a period of personal responsibility, when 
each of us understands we’re responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. 

If you’re responsible—if you’re a mother 
or dad, your most important responsibility 
is to love your child with all your heart 
and all your soul. If you’re living—if you’re 
living in Boston, Massachusetts, you’re re-
sponsible for helping people in need, not 
some faraway government. If you’re run-
ning a corporation, you’re responsible for 
telling the truth to your employees and 
your shareholders and the public. 

It’s happening—it’s happening. Perhaps 
the most vivid example was Flight 93, peo-
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Good morning. This week leaders of the 
Congress agreed on a strong bipartisan res-
olution authorizing the use of force, if nec-
essary, to disarm Saddam Hussein and to 
defend the peace. Now both the House 
and the Senate will have an important de-
bate and an historic vote. Speaker Hastert 
and Leader Gephardt and Leader Lott did 

ple flying across the country. They heard 
from their loved ones that the plane was 
going to be used as a weapon. They said 
goodbye. They used the word ‘‘love’’ a lot. 
They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ 
They took the plane into the ground to 
serve something greater than themselves in 
life. 

No, the enemy hit us. But see, they 
didn’t know—they didn’t know the char-
acter of this great country. They didn’t real-
ize that this country is a country which 
will fight for peace, lead the world for 
peace. And this is a country which will 
make sure that everybody who lives here 
understands that the great American experi-
ence, the great hope of this country, is 
available for everybody. There’s no doubt 
in my mind we can accomplish these objec-
tives, because America is the greatest coun-
try, full of the finest people, on the face 
of the Earth. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:48 p.m. in 
the Plaza Ballroom at the Seaport Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

tremendous work in building bipartisan 
support on this vital issue. 

The danger to America from the Iraqi 
regime is grave and growing. The regime 
is guilty of beginning two wars. It has a 
horrible history of striking without warning. 
In defiance of pledges to the United Na-
tions, Iraq has stockpiled biological and 
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chemical weapons and is rebuilding the fa-
cilities used to make more of those weap-
ons. Saddam Hussein has used these weap-
ons of death against innocent Iraqi people, 
and we have every reason to believe he 
will use them again. 

Iraq has longstanding ties to terrorist 
groups, which are capable of and willing 
to deliver weapons of mass death. And Iraq 
is ruled by perhaps the world’s most brutal 
dictator, who has already committed geno-
cide with chemical weapons, ordered the 
torture of children, and instituted the sys-
tematic rape of the wives and daughters 
of his political opponents. 

We cannot leave the future of peace and 
the security of America in the hands of 
this cruel and dangerous man. This dictator 
must be disarmed, and all the United Na-
tions resolutions against his brutality and 
support for terrorism must be enforced. 

The United States does not desire mili-
tary conflict, because we know the awful 
nature of war. Our country values life, and 
we will never seek war unless it is essential 
to security and justice. We hope that Iraq 
complies with the world’s demands. If, 
however, the Iraqi regime persists in its 
defiance, the use of force may become un-
avoidable. Delay, indecision, and inaction 
are not options for America, because they 
could lead to massive and sudden horror. 

Should force be required to bring 
Saddam to account, the United States will 
work with other nations to help the Iraqi 
people rebuild and form a just government. 

We have no quarrel with the Iraqi people. 
They are the daily victims of Saddam Hus-
sein’s oppression, and they will be the first 
to benefit when the world’s demands are 
met. 

American security, the safety of our 
friends, and the values of our country lead 
us to confront this gathering threat. By sup-
porting the resolution now before them, 
Members of Congress will send a clear 
message to Saddam: His only choice is to 
fully comply with the demands of the 
world. And the time for that choice is lim-
ited. Supporting this resolution will also 
show the resolve of the United States and 
will help spur the United Nations to act. 

I urge Americans to call their Members 
of Congress to make sure your voice is 
heard. The decision before Congress cannot 
be more consequential. I’m confident that 
members of both political parties will 
choose wisely. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9 a.m. 
on October 4 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 5. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 4 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. In his remarks, President Bush 
referred to President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks to the Community in Manchester, New Hampshire 
October 5, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed, except for those of you who don’t have 
a chair. [Laughter] 

I’ve been here before. This was the site 
of the great pancake flip-off. [Laughter] A 
lot of time has passed since I was flipping 

pancakes in this armory. [Laughter] And 
I want to thank you all for coming. I want 
to thank my fellow citizens for taking time 
out of your day to give me a chance to 
come and talk about issues that confront 
our country, and my strong desire to work 
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