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Message to the Congress on Extending the Period of Production of the

Naval Petroleum Reserve
October 9, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 201(3) of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act
of 1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am in-
forming you of my decision to extend the
period of production of the Naval Petro-
leum Reserves for a period of 3 years from
April 5, 2003, the expiration date of the
currently authorized period of production.

Enclosed is a copy of the report inves-
tigating the necessity of continued produc-

tion of the reserves as required by section
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of
the findings contained in the report, I cer-
tify that continued production from the
Naval Petroleum Reserves is in the national
interest.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
October 9, 2002.

Remarks on House of Representatives Action on the Resolution
Authorizing the Use of Military Force Against Iraq

October 10, 2002

I would like to thank the Members of
the House of Representatives, just as I
thanked Speaker Hastert and Leader
Gephardt a few minutes ago, for the very
strong bipartisan vote authorizing the use
of force in Iraq if it becomes necessary.

The House debate was conducted in the
best traditions of the United States Con-
gress. It was spirited; it was civil; and it
was informed. This is a debate and a deci-
sion that all Americans can be proud of.

I'm also pleased with the progress being
made in the Senate, and I look forward
to a final vote soon.

The House of Representatives has spo-
ken clearly to the world and to the United
Nations Security Council: The gathering
threat of Iraq must be confronted fully and
finally. Today’s vote also sends a clear mes-

sage to the Iragi regime: It must disarm
and comply with all existing U.N. resolu-
tions, or it will be forced to comply. There
are no other options for the Iragi regime.
There can be no negotiations. The days
of Iraq acting as an outlaw state are coming
to an end.

The United States is committed to help-
ing make the world more peaceful and
more just. We are committed to freedom
for all. We're also committed to protecting
human dignity, and today’s vote is an im-
portant step toward fulfilling those great
American commitments.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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