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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 7 

be well during Ramadan and throughout NOTE: An original was not available for 
the coming year. verification of the content of this message. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Military and 
Civilian Personnel in Colombia Supporting Plan Colombia 
November 6, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III, 

chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental 
Act, 2000 (the ‘‘Act’’), as enacted in the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
2001, Public Law 106–246, I am providing 
a report prepared by my Administration. 
The report provides ‘‘the aggregate num-
ber, locations, activities, and lengths of as-
signment for all temporary and permanent 
U.S. military personnel and U.S. individual 
civilians retained as contractors involved in 
the antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.’’ 

In so doing, I note and appreciate the 
continued strong bipartisan support given 
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the 
Act and elsewhere. 

This report is classified because of force 
protection considerations and the high level 
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However, 
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified. 

The President’s News Conference 
November 7, 2002 

The President. Thank you. Good after-
noon. Thanks for coming. This is an impor-
tant week for our country and for the 
world. The United Nations will vote tomor-
row on a resolution bringing the civilized 
world together to disarm Saddam Hussein. 
Here at home, our citizens have voted in 
an election that I believe will strengthen 

The report indicates that as of Sep-
tember 13, 2002, the end of this reporting 
period, there were 138 temporary and per-
manent U.S. military personnel and 250 
U.S. civilians retained as individual contrac-
tors in Colombia involved in supporting 
Plan Colombia. This report further indi-
cates that during July, August, and Sep-
tember 2002, these figures never exceeded 
the ceilings established in section 3204(b) 
of the Act, as amended. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 7. 

our ability to make progress for all the 
American people. 

I congratulate the men and women, Re-
publicans and Democrats, who were elect-
ed this week to public office all across 
America. I appreciate their willingness to 
leave their private lives and to serve their 
communities and to serve our Nation. 
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