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Statement on the North Korean Nuclear Weapons Program

November 15, 2002

I welcome yesterday’s strong statement
by the Korean Peninsula Energy Develop-
ment Organization (KEDO) on the need
for North Korea to eliminate its nuclear
weapons program and its decision to sus-
pend further shipment of fuel oil to North
Korea beginning in December. We are
working closely with our partners in KEDO
and our friends around the world to ad-
dress this shared challenge.

North Korea has acknowledged that it
is actively pursuing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram based on enriched uranium. This pro-
gram undermines regional and international
security and the international nonprolifera-
tion regime. North Korea is also in direct
violation of the North’s commitments under
the Agreed Framework, the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT), its International
Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards Agree-
ment, and the Joint North-South Declara-
tion on the Denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula. North Korea’s clear violation of
its international commitments will not be
ignored.

The United States hopes for a different
future with North Korea. As I made clear
during my visit to South Korea in February,
the United States has no intention of invad-

ing North Korea. This remains the case
today. The United States seeks friendship
with the people of North Korea.

In June 2001, we offered to pursue a
comprehensive dialog with North Korea.
We developed a bold approach under
which, if the North addressed our long-
standing concerns, the United States was
prepared to take important steps that would
have significantly improved the lives of the
North Korean people. Now that North Ko-
rea’s covert nuclear weapons program has
come to light, we are unable to pursue
this approach.

North Korea’s nuclear weapons program
is a challenge to all responsible nations.
The leaders of the Asia-Pacific region made
clear in a unanimous statement in October
that North Korea’s potential to benefit from
participation in the international community
rests upon the prompt and visible dis-
mantlement of this program. We are united
in our desire for a peaceful resolution of
this situation. We are also united in our
resolve that the only option for addressing
this situation is for North Korea to com-
pletely and visibly eliminate its nuclear
weapons program.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International Security

Force
November 15, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress dated May
17, 2002, I provided information regarding
the continued deployment of combat
equipped U.S. military personnel as the
U.S. contribution to the NATO-led inter-
national security force in Kosovo (KFOR)
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and to other countries in the region in sup-
port of that force. I am providing this sup-
plemental report prepared by my Adminis-
tration, consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), to help
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ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo.

As noted in previous reports, the U.N.
Security Council authorized member states
to establish KFOR in U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The
mission of KFOR is to provide a military
presence in order to deter renewed hos-
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the
terms of the Military Technical Agreement
(MTA) between NATO and the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the
terms of the Undertaking on Demilitariza-
tion and Transformation of the former
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA); provide
day-to-day operational direction to the
Kosovo Protection Corps; and maintain a
safe and secure environment to facilitate
the work of the U.N. Interim Administra-
tion Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, the U.S. contribution to
KFOR in Kosovo is approximately 4,350
U.S. military personnel, or approximately
15 percent of KFOR’s total strength. An
additional 266 U.S. military personnel are
deployed as the National Support Element
in Macedonia, with an occasional presence
in Albania and Greece. In the past 6
months, 19 non-NATO contributing coun-
tries have joined NATO forces in providing
military personnel and other support per-
sonnel to KFOR.

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector
principally centered upon Gnjilane in the
eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining
a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task. United States forces
conduct security patrols in urban areas and
in the countryside throughout their sector.
Approximately 60 percent of KFOR per-
sonnel are dedicated to patrolling, manning
checkpoints, and mounting border and
boundary patrols. The KFOR forces oper-
ate under NATO command and control and
rules of engagement.

The UNMIK continues to make progress
in establishing the necessary structures for

provisional democratic self-government in
Kosovo. The Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government, including a President, Prime
Minister, and Kosovo Assembly, have been
in place since March 2002, and municipal
elections were successfully held for a sec-
ond time on October 26, 2002. The KFOR
coordinates with and supports UNMIK at
most levels, provides a security presence
in towns, villages, and the countryside, and
organizes checkpoints and patrols in key
areas of Kosovo to provide security, protect
minorities, resolve disputes, and help instill
in the community a feeling of confidence.
Intensified, robust KFOR patrolling on the
Macedonia/Kosovo border was a key factor
in reducing violence in Macedonia and en-
suring successful elections. At the same
time, KFOR is supporting, within its means
and capabilities, the provision of humani-
tarian relief, public safety and order, and
the maintenance of essential civic works re-
sources.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals.
These reviews provide a basis for assessing
current force levels, future requirements,
force structure, force reductions, and the
eventual withdrawal of KFOR. NATO has
adopted the Joint Operational Area plan to
regionalize and rationalize its force struc-
ture in the Balkans. The KFOR has trans-
ferred full responsibility for public safety
and policing to the UNMIK international
and local police forces in every area except
Kosovska Mitrovica, where the responsi-
bility is shared due to security concerns.
The UNMIK international police and local
police forces have also begun to assume
responsibility for guarding patrimonial sites
and established border-crossing check-
points.

The continued deployment of U.S. forces
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued
support of the Congress in these actions.
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Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

The President’s Radio Address
November 16, 2002

Good morning. This was a productive
week in the war against terror, both at
home and abroad. Congress returned to
Washington with renewed energy and a
commitment to make progress on key
issues. Members of the House and Senate
reached a crucial agreement to create a
new Department of Homeland Security.
With Congress” vote on the final legislation,
America will have a single agency with the
full-time duty of protecting our people
against attack.

This new Department will focus and
unify responsibilities that are now spread
among dozens of Government agencies.
The Customs Service, the INS, the Coast
Guard, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Transportation Security
Administration, and many others will report
to the new Secretary of Homeland Security.

The Department will significantly im-
prove our ability to protect our borders,
our coasts, and our communities. It will
pool together the best intelligence informa-
tion and coordinate our response. The new
Department will help develop the tech-
nology America needs to detect and defeat
chemical, biological, and nuclear threats.
And under the agreement reached this
week, I will have the authority and flexi-
bility to move people and resources to
where they are needed without bureau-
cratic rules and lengthy labor negotiations.

This compromise is the result of months
of hard work and negotiation, and it will
take additional time to put the agreement
into place. The threat of terror will be with
us for years to come, and we remain re-

2080

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President
pro tempore of the Senate.

solved to see this conflict through to its
end.

In the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, we’ll have good people, well-organized
and well-equipped, working day and night
to oppose the serious dangers of our time.
Now that we have reached broad agree-
ment on a homeland security bill, T look
forward to signing it into law as soon as
possible.

We're committed to defending the Na-
tion. Yet wars are not won on the defen-
sive. The best way to keep America safe
from terrorism is to go after terrorists
where they plan and hide. And that work
goes on around the world.

The United States is working with more
than 90 countries to disrupt and defeat ter-
ror networks. So far we have frozen more
than $113 million in terrorist assets, deny-
ing them the means to finance their mur-
der. We've cracked down on charities that
were exploiting American compassion to
fund terrorists. We have captured and in-
terrogated thousands of terrorists, while
others have met their fate in caves and
mountains in Afghanistan. We've deployed
troops to train forces in the Philippines and
Yemen, the former Soviet Republic of
Georgia, and other nations where terrorists
have gathered. We're sending a clear mes-
sage to the enemies of freedom: No ter-
rorist will escape the patient justice of
America.

To win the war on terror, we're also op-
posing the growing threat of weapons of
mass destruction in the hands of outlaw
regimes. This week, the dictator of Iraq
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