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Statement on Signing the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002

November 25, 2002

Today I have signed into law S. 1214,
the “Maritime Transportation Security Act
of 2002.” This Act will strengthen security
at our Nation’s seaports by requiring com-
prehensive security plans for U.S. ports and
mandating improved identification and
screening of seaport personnel.

Certain provisions of the Act, including
sections 102, 103(b), 110(c)(4), and 112(4),
purport to require an executive branch offi-
cial to submit recommendations to the
Congress. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to supervise the unitary executive
branch. Moreover, to the extent such provi-
sions of the Act would require submission
of legislative recommendations, they would
impermissibly impinge upon the President’s
constitutional authority to submit only those
legislative recommendations that he judges
to be necessary and expedient. Accordingly,
the executive branch shall construe such
provisions as requiring submission of legis-
lative recommendations only where the
President judges them necessary and expe-
dient.

Section 102 of the Act adds a new sec-
tion 70109 to title 46 of the United States

Code. This provision purports to require
one of my subordinates to notify foreign
officials of certain findings and recommend
antiterrorism measures to them. The con-
stitutional authority of the President over
foreign affairs necessarily entails discretion
over these matters, and so the executive
branch shall interpret this provision as

precatory.
Section 102 of the Act also adds a new
section 70112 to title 46. Section

70112(a)(1)(B) purports to authorize an ad-
visory committee in the executive branch
to make available to the Congress rec-
ommendations that the committee makes
to the Secretary of the Department in
which the Coast Guard is operating. The
executive branch shall construe this provi-
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to protect
the deliberative processes of the Executive.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
November 25, 2002.

NoOTE: S. 1214, approved November 25, was
assigned Public Law No. 107-295.

Remarks on Signing the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002

November 26, 2002

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you. Good morning, and welcome to the
White House. Today we're taking action to
strengthen America’s economy, to build
confidence with America’s investors, and to
create jobs for America’s workers. The Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act will provide cov-
erage for catastrophic losses from potential
terrorist attacks. Should terrorists strike
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America again, we have a system in place
to address financial losses and get our econ-
omy back on its feet as quickly as possible.
With this new law, builders and investors
can begin construction in real estate
projects that have been stalled for too long
and get our hardhats back to work.

I appreciate members of my Cabinet
who are here who worked on this bill, Paul
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