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Dec. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement on the Death of George Christian 
December 2, 2002 

George Christian was an honorable, de-
cent, and kind man who represented the 
best of public service, and he was devoted 
to his family. He was a statesman of the 
highest integrity. He also was a great 
Texan, whose wise counsel was sought by 

Remarks in Shreveport, Louisiana 
December 3, 2002 

Thank you all very much. I’m glad I 
came. Thank you all. Please be seated— 
unless you don’t have a chair. [Laughter] 
It’s an honor to be here in Shreveport. 
I’m so thrilled that you all came out. It’s 
kind of getting close to home, if you know 
what I mean. I’m proud to be in the great 
State of Louisiana. 

The last time I was in Shreveport was 
on September the 11th, 2001. I went to 
Barksdale Air Force Base. Since that time, 
the world has seen the resolve of the 
United States of America. I thank the men 
and women who wore our uniform then 
at Barksdale, and I know you join me today 
in thanking them to make sure America 
is free. 

We’re grateful for our freedom here in 
America. We love our freedoms. Nobody 
is going to take freedom away from this 
country. But part of living in a free society 
means we have responsibilities as citizens. 
We have the obligation as a citizen of 
America to do our duty, and one of the 
duties we have is when it comes to election 
time, one of the duties is to go vote. So 
I’m here in the great State of Louisiana 
urging all the citizens, Republicans and 
Democrats and folks who could care less 
about political party, to go to the polls this 
Saturday. But I’ve got a suggestion. [Laugh-
ter] For the good of Louisiana, for the good 

generations of leaders. Laura joins me in 
offering our most heartfelt condolences to 
the Christian family. We are grateful for 
the life he lived and the many positive con-
tributions he made to his country and to 
his State. 

of everybody in Louisiana, Suzie Terrell 
needs to be the next United States Senator. 

I’m proud of the race she’s running. She 
talks about what she believes in. She sets 
the right kind of tone. She’s the kind of 
person with whom I can work to get some-
thing done for Louisiana and the people 
of Louisiana. No doubt in my mind, she’s 
the right choice for everybody who lives 
in this State. 

And I want to thank you for coming to 
show your support for Suzie. I want to 
thank you for your activity at the grassroots 
level. You need, over the next couple of 
days, to go to your coffee shops, your com-
munity centers and tell the people that 
you’ve got a good one running for the 
United States Senate. You’ve got somebody 
who can do the job for all the people of 
this State. She’s counting on you, and I’m 
counting on you to do everything you can 
to turn out a big vote and send this good 
woman to the United States Senate. 

And we need to have Lee Fletcher in 
the House of Representatives too. I look 
forward to working with Lee. I look for-
ward to having Lee a part of a fine delega-
tion from the great State of Louisiana. He’ll 
fit in just right with people like Billy Tau-
zin, who’s doing a fabulous job for our 
country, Jim McCrery and David Vitter— 
all of them fine Members of Congress. So 
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