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People were flying across the land, and 
they heard the airplane they were on was 
going to be a weapon. Imagine what went 
through their minds. They eventually got 
their thoughts together. They called their 
loved ones and said goodbye and ‘‘I love 
you.’’ History will show that a prayer was 
said. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ These citi-
zens took the plane into the ground to save 
lives, to serve something greater than them-
selves. 

That spirit of America is so strong and 
so alive, it allows me to boldly predict that 
out of the evil done to this country is going 
to come incredible good, not only a peace-
ful world but a more compassionate and 
hopeful and decent America for every cit-
izen who’s lucky enough to live in this 
country. 

And I can make that prediction with ab-
solute certainty, because I know America. 
This is the greatest country, full of the most 
decent people on the face of this Earth. 
I’m honored you’re here. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in 
the Imperial Ballroom at the Fairmont 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
M.J. ‘‘Mike’’ Foster of Louisiana; Pat Brister, 
chairman, Republican Party of Louisiana; 
Donald ‘‘Boysie’’ Bollinger, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer, Bollinger 
Shipyards, Inc.; Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al 
Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian 
Gulf; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks on Signing the Dot Kids Implementation and Efficiency Act of 
2002 and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 4, 2002 

The President. Good morning. Thank 
you. Please be seated. Thank you for com-
ing. 

Legislation I sign today will create a new 
place on the Internet that is safe for our 
children to learn and to play and to explore. 
Dot Kids will be part of the U.S. country 
domain on the Internet. It will function 
much like the children’s section of a library, 
where parents feel comfortable allowing 
their children to browse. It will be a safe 
place for children to go. 

This bill is a wise and necessary step 
to safeguard our children while they use 
computers and discover the great possibili-
ties of the Internet. Every site designated 
‘‘.kids’’ will be a safe zone for children. 
The sites will be monitored for content, 
for safety, and all objectionable material 
will be removed. Online chat rooms and 
instant messaging will be prohibited, unless 
they can be certified as safe. The web sites 

under this new domain will not connect 
a child to other online sites outside the 
child-friendly zone. 

I want to thank the supporters of this 
good piece of legislation. I want to thank 
them for their hard work: Representatives 
Shimkus, Upton, and Markey, as well as 
Senators Ensign, Dorgan and Fitzgerald. I 
want to thank them for coming. I am going 
to ask them to come up in just a second 
as I sign this piece of legislation. 

All of us here today share the same goals: 
We must give our Nation’s children every 
opportunity to grow in knowledge without 
undermining their character. We must give 
parents effective tools to help their children 
learn. And we must be on the side of our 
parents as they work hard to raise their 
children. We must give our parents the 
peace of mind knowing their children are 
learning in safety. This act of Congress 
helps us meet these goals. 
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I appreciate you all coming today. It’s 
my honor now to sign the Dot Kids Imple-
mentation and Efficiency Act. Would the 
Members join me. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 
The President. I’ll answer a few ques-

tions. Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press], I may answer a few questions. 
You’re stuck in a mini press conference 
here. Yes? 

U.N. Inspections in Iraq 
Q. Sir, can you tell me specifically what 

the inspectors have or haven’t been able 
to do, what they’ve uncovered, or what they 
haven’t uncovered that leads you to believe 
that the signs are not encouraging that 
they’re doing their job? 

The President. Yes. Well, I can tell you 
this: This isn’t about inspectors. The issue 
is whether Saddam Hussein will disarm. 
Will he disarm in the name of peace? And 
we expect him to fully comply. And you 
know, one of my concerns is that in the 
past he has shot at our airplanes. Anybody 
who shoots at U.S. airplanes or British air-
planes is not somebody who looks like he’s 
interested in complying with disarmament. 
He wrote letters, stinging rebukes to what 
the U.N. did. He was very critical of the 
U.S. and Britain. That doesn’t appear to 
be somebody who was that anxious to com-
ply. 

But we’ve just started the process. And 
one of the things that I want to continue 
to remind Americans, this is not a game 
that we’re playing of hide-and-seek. This 
is our attempt to work with the world com-
munity to create peace. And the best way 
for peace is for Mr. Saddam Hussein to 
disarm. It’s up to him to make his decision. 

Yes. 
Q. Kofi Annan said Iraq is cooperating. 

Is there some daylight between you 
and—— 

The President. We’ve been at this— 
what—5 days. This is after 11 years of de-
ceit and defiance. And the issue, again, is 

not hide-and-seek; the issue is whether or 
not Saddam Hussein will disarm. And soon 
he’ll be making a declaration of whether 
he has any weapons. For years he said he 
didn’t have any weapons. And now we’ll 
see whether or not he does. And if he 
does, we expect them to be completely de-
stroyed and a full accounting. 

And I remind our citizens that the U.N. 
Security Council voted overwhelmingly, 15 
to nothing, for this approach we’ve taken. 
Our NATO Allies have joined us, and we 
all expect Saddam Hussein to disarm. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 
Q. To follow on what Steve [Steve Hol-

land, Reuters] just asked you, do you dis-
agree with the Secretary-General’s relatively 
optimistic take on things? 

The President. What I agree with is that 
we’ve been doing this for 5 days, after 11 
years of deception and deceit. The process 
is just beginning. And the world will deter-
mine soon whether or not Saddam Hussein 
is going to do what we’ve asked, which 
is, in the name of peace, fully disarm. This 
is not a game anymore of, ‘‘Well, I’ll say 
one thing and do another.’’ We expect him 
to disarm. And now it’s up to him to do 
so. And time will tell whether or not he 
is willing to do so. 

Yes. 

Situation in Israel 
Q. A 95-year-old woman was killed on 

the West Bank yesterday, and aid groups 
say that malnutrition among Palestinian 
children is reaching crisis proportions. 
What are you doing to alleviate that suf-
fering? And are you concerned that the 
desperation of the Palestinian community 
is driving them into the arms of Al Qaida? 

The President. I am concerned that ter-
rorists have disrupted the ability for peace-
loving people to move a process forward. 
I am concerned about that. And our coun-
try will continue to fight terror and join 
our allies in fighting terror wherever it ex-
ists. And so I fully understand the Israeli 
Government’s attempt to stamp out terror, 
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because we’ll never have peace so long as 
terrorists are able to disrupt. I’m also con-
cerned about the plight of the Palestinian 
people. I’m concerned about suffering that 
has taken place as a result of the activities 
of terrorists. 

We’re working with the Sharon govern-
ment to allow for tax receipts to be redis-
tributed amongst the Palestinian people. 
And there are a lot of nongovernmental 
organizations doing work within the Pales-
tinian territory to make sure that people 
don’t starve. 

But the net effect of terrorism is to not 
only stop the peace process but is to cause 
suffering amongst all the people of the re-
gion. And that’s why our war against terror 
must—must remain steadfast and strong, 
wherever terror exists. 

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 
Oh, you just asked a question. 

Q. I’ll ask another one—— 
The President. No, that’s fine. That’s 

plenty. [Laughter] You did a wonderful job. 
It was such a great question, I already for-
got it. Next. [Laughter] 

Al Qaida 
Q. Are you concerned about Al Qaida 

on the West Bank? 
The President. I am concerned about Al 

Qaida anywhere. I believe that Al Qaida 
was involved in the African bombings, in 
Kenya. I believe Al Qaida hates freedom. 
I believe Al Qaida will strike anywhere they 
can in order to disrupt a civil society, and 
that’s why we’re on the hunt. And we’re 
making progress. Slowly but surely, we’re 
dismantling the Al Qaida network. It 
doesn’t matter how long it takes to find 
them; we’ll find them. And we’re going to 
bring them to justice. And the good news 
is, is that the free world is—recognizes the 
threats that we all face, and therefore, 
we’re more bound together than we’ve ever 
been, in cutting off money, in sharing intel-
ligence, and bringing people to justice. 

And it’s a dangerous world we live in, 
because there’s still terrorists on the loose. 

And this is the great charge we have. This 
is the first war of the 21st century, and 
it’s a different kind of war. It’s a different 
kind of war than our fathers and grand-
fathers fought. It requires the same amount 
of courage and the same amount of focus. 
And this Government will continue to pro-
vide that focus. 

U.S. Relations With the Muslim World 
Q. Sir, there’s a report out today that 

shows a sharp deterioration in public atti-
tudes abroad about this country, particu-
larly among Muslim nations and key allies 
like Turkey and Pakistan. Are you con-
cerned, sir, that your message that this is— 
that the anti-terror campaign is not a war 
against Islam is somehow not getting to 
those people? 

The President. Well, I haven’t seen the 
report. As you know, I remain skeptical 
about polls. I don’t run my administration 
based upon polls and focus groups. I’m 
running this war against terror based upon 
freedom and doing my obligation to make 
sure our children can grow up in a free 
and safe society. 

I hope the message that we fight not 
a religion but a group of fanatics which 
have hijacked a religion is getting through. 
I understand the propaganda machines are 
cranked up in the international community 
that paints our country in a bad light. We’ll 
do everything we can to remind people that 
we’ve never been a nation of conquerors; 
we’re a nation of liberators. 

And I would ask the skeptics to look 
at Afghanistan, where not only did this 
country rout the Taliban, which was one 
of the most barbaric regimes in the history 
of mankind, but thanks to our strength and 
our compassion, many young girls now go 
to school for the first time. General 
McNeill, who is our general in Afghanistan, 
was in today, in the Situation Room, and 
gave me a briefing about the human condi-
tion in Afghanistan. It’s improving dramati-
cally. There are projects after projects after 
projects of—going forward where the 
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United States and other NGOs are involved 
to improve the human condition. 

The Muslim world will eventually realize, 
if they don’t now, that we believe in free-
dom and we respect all individuals. Unlike 
the killers, we value each life in America. 
Everybody is precious. Everybody counts. 

And to the extent that we need to con-
tinue to make that message work, we will 
try to do so. But the best thing we can 
do is to show results from our activities 
and be able to point to the fact that not 
only did we liberate Afghanistan from the 
Taliban, we remain in place, with a lot of 
aid and a lot of help. And the suffering 

of the—the human condition is improving, 
and suffering is less because of the United 
States of America. 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan of the United Nations; Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel; and Lt. Gen. Dan K. 
McNeill, USA, commander of U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved December 
4, was assigned Public Law No. 107–317. 

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah 
December 4, 2002 

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Ha-
nukkah, the Jewish festival of lights. This 
holiday marks the victory of Jewish patriots 
over oppression more than two millennia 
ago. The menorah represents an ancient 
miracle, in which a lamp with only enough 
oil for one day burned eight. 

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message 
of hope—that light will overcome darkness, 
that goodness will overcome evil, and that 
faith can accomplish miracles. 

Today, the spirit of those early patriots 
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and 
throughout the Jewish community and 
among all brave people who fight violence 
and terror. We pray that this season of 
light will also be a season of peace for 
the Jewish people. 

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz 

is a modern orthodox Jewish day school 
in Manhattan, and we’re grateful to the 
students for making the trip to join us 
today. 

I also want to thank Congregation 
Rodeph Shalom in Philadelphia for the use 
of this beautiful menorah. Founded in 
1795, Rodeph Shalom was the first 
Ashkenazic congregation established in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella 
and Alexandra Wald from New York City. 
We welcome the girls here, and the honor 
is yours. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in 
the Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at 
the White House. 
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