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Statement on the Appointment of Thomas H. Kean as Chairman of the
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States

December 16, 2002

I am pleased to announce that Thomas
H. Kean, former Governor of New Jersey
and president of Drew University in New
Jersey, will serve as Chairman of the na-
tional commission to investigate the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and
the events that led up to it.

Tom Kean is a leader respected for his
integrity, fairness, and good judgment. I am
confident he will work to make the Com-
mission’s investigation thorough. It is im-

portant that we uncover every detail and
learn every lesson of September 11th.

Governor Kean served on the Advisory
Board to the President’s Initiative on Race
from 1997 to 1998, served as Vice Chair-
man of the U.S. delegation to the Fourth
U.N. World Conference on Women in
1995, and led the U.S. delegation to the
World Conference on Education for All in
Thailand in 1990.

Statement on the Resignation of Joe M. Allbaugh as Director of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency

December 16, 2002

For nearly 2 years as Director of FEMA,
Joe Allbaugh has served America with abil-
ity, courage, and compassion. He will con-
tinue to shepherd FEMA through its transi-
tion into the Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

After the attacks on our country, America
came to know Joe as I do: He is a steady

leader, a calm presence, and man who in-
spires confidence in a time of crisis. I have
trusted Joe in a variety of positions
throughout my public life, and he has al-
ways met the highest standards of service
and integrity. Laura and I wish Joe the
very best in all that he does in the future.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Negara Brunei

Darussalam
December 16, 2002

President Bush and His Majesty, Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, today pledged to re-
inforce the friendship between the peoples
of the United States and of Brunei
Darussalam, and to pursue our common in-
terests of peace, prosperity, and stability
in Southeast Asia.

The two leaders recommitted themselves
to the global war on terror, declaring ter-
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rorism a threat to all civilized societies and
the exploitation of religion to promote vio-
lence an abomination. President Bush and
His Majesty reiterated the importance of
strengthening international cooperation in
combating terrorism in a comprehensive
manner and affirmed the importance of
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