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President Bush. Actually, prior to Sep-
tember the 11th, we were discussing smart 
sanctions. We were trying to fashion a sanc-
tion regime that would make it more likely 
to be able to contain somebody like Sad-
dam Hussein. After September the 11th, 
the doctrine of containment just doesn’t 
hold any water, as far as I’m concerned. 

I’ve told you the strategic vision of our 
country shifted dramatically, and it shifted 
dramatically because we now recognize that 
oceans no longer protect us, that we’re vul-
nerable to attack. And the worst form of 
attack could come from somebody acquir-
ing weapons of mass destruction and using 
them on the American people, or the worst 
kind of attack could come when somebody 
uses weapons of mass destruction on our 
friends in Great Britain. 

Recently, Tony Blair’s government rout-
ed out a poison plot. It should say to the 
people of Great Britain: There is a present 
danger—that weapons of mass destruction 
are a danger to people who love freedom. 

I want to congratulate you on your fabu-
lous job of using your intelligence and your 

law enforcement to protect the people of 
Great Britain. 

Today Italy rounded up yet another cell 
of people who are willing to use weapons 
of mass destruction on those of us who 
love freedom. 

And so, no, quite the contrary. My vision 
shifted dramatically after September the 
11th, because I now realize the stakes. I 
realize the world has changed. My most 
important obligation is to protect the Amer-
ican people from further harm. And I will 
do that. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 4:12 p.m. in the Cross Hall at the 
White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Prime 
Minister Blair referred to Hans Blix, Execu-
tive Chairman, United Nations Monitoring, 
Verification and Inspection Commission. A 
reporter referred to journalist Bob Wood-
ward, author of ‘‘Bush at War.’’ 

Statement on the Return of Governors Island to the People of New York 
January 31, 2003 

I am pleased to announce the return of 
Governors Island to the people of New 
York. Last April, I informed the Governor 
and the mayor of my intention to make 
this transfer, and today, the transfer is com-
plete. Also, I am reaffirming our support 
for the Governors Island National Monu-
ment, which now will encompass approxi-
mately 22 of the Island’s 172 acres, includ-
ing historic Castle Williams and Fort Jay. 

Governor Pataki and Mayor Bloomberg 
have shared with me their vision of a Gov-
ernors Island dedicated to public and civic 
purposes. New York’s stewardship of the 
island combined with the National Park 
Service’s management of the monument 

will lead to the development of an out-
standing resource for the people of New 
York and all who visit. 

I commend the parties that worked to-
gether to make this historic transfer a re-
ality, including the National Park Service, 
the General Services Administration, the 
United States Coast Guard, the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, and espe-
cially the State and City of New York. 

NOTE: The proclamation of February 7 on 
establishment of the Governors Island Na-
tional Monument is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Achieving Militarily 
Significant Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo 
January 31, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 1212 of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2001, Public Law 106–398, I hereby submit 
a report, prepared by my Administration, 
on the progress made in achieving the mili-
tarily significant benchmarks for conditions 
that would achieve a sustainable peace in 
Kosovo and ultimately allow for the with-
drawal of the United States military pres-
ence in Kosovo. 

The term ‘‘militarily significant’’ relates 
to tasks and objectives significant from a 
military standpoint that once accomplished, 
would allow for withdrawal of military 
forces from Kosovo. In the establishment 
of the Kosovo benchmarks, four critical 
tasks for NATO forces were identified: 
military stability; public security; border/ 
boundary issues; and war crimes/support to 

the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia. Objectives for these 
tasks were drawn from United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1244, the NATO 
Operations Plan, the Military Technical 
Agreement, and the Kosovo Liberation 
Army Undertaking. 

I anticipate that Kosovo Force—and U.S. 
participation in it—will gradually reduce in 
size as public security conditions improve 
and Kosovars assume increasing responsi-
bility for their own self-government. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
January 31, 2003. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 1, 2003 

Good morning. Earlier this week, I re-
ported to the American people on the state 
of our Union. I asked Congress to join me 
in meeting the great challenges that con-
front our Nation with the courage and re-
solve our times require. 

Working together, we’ll strengthen our 
economy and lay the foundation for sus-
tained growth so that every person who 
wants to work can find a job. We will mod-
ernize Medicare to make sure that seniors 
can choose the coverage that fits them best, 
including coverage for prescription drugs. 
We will reform America’s medical liability 
system to cut down on excessive lawsuits 
that are driving up the cost of health care. 
We will make America less dependent on 

foreign sources of energy by speeding up 
development of pollution-free cars that run 
on hydrogen. We will renew the hope of 
welfare reform and support the faith-based 
and community groups who bring hope and 
healing to children who need mentors and 
men and women who struggle with drug 
addiction.

The qualities of courage and compassion 
that we strive for in America also deter-
mine our conduct abroad. Across the world, 
we are meeting the threat of terrorism to 
make the world safer and confronting the 
grave dangers posed by outlaw regimes. At 
the same time, America can also make this 
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