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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Achieving Militarily 
Significant Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo 
January 31, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 1212 of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2001, Public Law 106–398, I hereby submit 
a report, prepared by my Administration, 
on the progress made in achieving the mili-
tarily significant benchmarks for conditions 
that would achieve a sustainable peace in 
Kosovo and ultimately allow for the with-
drawal of the United States military pres-
ence in Kosovo. 

The term ‘‘militarily significant’’ relates 
to tasks and objectives significant from a 
military standpoint that once accomplished, 
would allow for withdrawal of military 
forces from Kosovo. In the establishment 
of the Kosovo benchmarks, four critical 
tasks for NATO forces were identified: 
military stability; public security; border/ 
boundary issues; and war crimes/support to 

the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia. Objectives for these 
tasks were drawn from United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1244, the NATO 
Operations Plan, the Military Technical 
Agreement, and the Kosovo Liberation 
Army Undertaking. 

I anticipate that Kosovo Force—and U.S. 
participation in it—will gradually reduce in 
size as public security conditions improve 
and Kosovars assume increasing responsi-
bility for their own self-government. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
January 31, 2003. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 1, 2003 

Good morning. Earlier this week, I re-
ported to the American people on the state 
of our Union. I asked Congress to join me 
in meeting the great challenges that con-
front our Nation with the courage and re-
solve our times require. 

Working together, we’ll strengthen our 
economy and lay the foundation for sus-
tained growth so that every person who 
wants to work can find a job. We will mod-
ernize Medicare to make sure that seniors 
can choose the coverage that fits them best, 
including coverage for prescription drugs. 
We will reform America’s medical liability 
system to cut down on excessive lawsuits 
that are driving up the cost of health care. 
We will make America less dependent on 

foreign sources of energy by speeding up 
development of pollution-free cars that run 
on hydrogen. We will renew the hope of 
welfare reform and support the faith-based 
and community groups who bring hope and 
healing to children who need mentors and 
men and women who struggle with drug 
addiction.

The qualities of courage and compassion 
that we strive for in America also deter-
mine our conduct abroad. Across the world, 
we are meeting the threat of terrorism to 
make the world safer and confronting the 
grave dangers posed by outlaw regimes. At 
the same time, America can also make this 
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world better by bringing the merciful pow-
ers of modern medicine to people in great 
need.

Today in Africa, nearly 30 million people 
have the AIDS virus, including 3 million 
children under the age of 15. To meet this 
growing crisis, I am proposing the Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief. This com-
prehensive plan will prevent 7 million new 
AIDS infections, treat at least 2 million 
people with life-extending drugs, and pro-
vide humane care for millions of people 
suffering from AIDS and for children or-
phaned by AIDS. Facilities across Africa 
will have the medicine to treat AIDS be-
cause it will be purchased with funds pro-
vided by the United States. 

I’m asking the Congress to commit $15 
billion to fight AIDS overseas for the next 
5 years, beginning with $2 billion in 2004. 
This plan, coupled with our ongoing efforts, 
will nearly triple our current annual spend-
ing on the global fight against AIDS, ma-
laria, and tuberculosis. 

Our efforts to combat AIDS in Africa 
are made more difficult by severe food 
shortage sweeping that continent—a crisis 
that affects up to 30 million people in 
southern Africa and the Horn of Africa, 
particularly Ethiopia. Hunger, sickness, and 
grief have left people across the continent 
even more vulnerable to the effects of 
AIDS.

Across the Earth, America is feeding the 
hungry. More than 60 percent of inter-

national emergency food aid comes as a 
gift from the people of the United States. 
Building on this commitment, my budget 
for 2004 calls for more than $1 billion to 
meet emergency food needs worldwide. 
Today I announced a new proposal for a 
$200 million famine fund to bring imme-
diate assistance to Africa and other regions 
facing starvation. Money from the fund will 
be available to purchase food supplies di-
rectly or to support farmers in food produc-
tion. We will encourage friends around the 
world to set up similar funds and leverage 
our combined resources to provide the 
most help to famine-stricken lands. 

Through all our efforts to fight disease 
and hunger, we can spare people in many 
nations from untold suffering, and Africa 
especially. Millions are facing great afflic-
tion, but with our help, they will not face 
it alone. America has a special calling to 
come to their aid, and we will do so with 
the compassion and generosity that have 
always defined the United States. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:43 a.m. 
on January 31 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
February 1. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
January 31 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Address to the Nation on the Loss of Space Shuttle Columbia
February 1, 2003 

My fellow Americans, this day has 
brought terrible news and great sadness to 
our country. At 9 o’clock this morning, Mis-
sion Control in Houston lost contact with 
our Space Shuttle Columbia. A short time 
later, debris was seen falling from the skies 

above Texas. The Columbia is lost. There 
are no survivors. 

On board was a crew of seven: Col. Rick 
Husband; Lt. Col. Michael Anderson; 
Comdr. Laurel Clark; Capt. David Brown; 
Comdr. William McCool; Dr. Kalpana 
Chawla; and Ilan Ramon, a colonel in the 
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