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is compassionate for our seniors. We care 
deeply about the fact that some children 
in our society can’t read. We want the best 
of education for every citizen in America. 

This Cabinet is confident about the fu-
ture of our country. We’re confident we 

can achieve our objectives. I’m grateful for 
their service to their country. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Message on the Observance of Nowruz 
March 20, 2003 

I send greetings to Iranian Americans ob-
serving Nowruz. 

During Nowruz, people of Iranian de-
scent celebrate the arrival of spring, a sea-
son of rebirth. This joyous occasion pro-
vides an opportunity for Persians to cherish 
their rich heritage and enjoy the company 
of family and friends in anticipation of hap-
piness and blessings in the year ahead. 

This year’s observance comes during a 
challenging time for our Nation and the 
world. As the international community 
works to face great challenges and embrace 
important opportunities, America remains 

committed to peace, justice, and oppor-
tunity for all people. Throughout this time 
of renewal, we remain dedicated to bring-
ing hope and freedom to troubled regions 
around the world. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous celebration to you, your 
families, and your relatives and friends in 
Iran.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Congress Reporting on Confiscation and Vesting of Certain 
Iraqi Property 
March 20, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report that I have 
taken additional steps with respect to the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 12722 of August 2, 1990, by exer-
cising my statutory authority to confiscate 
and vest certain property of the Govern-
ment of Iraq and its agencies, instrumental-
ities, or controlled entities. 

Consistent with section 203(a)(1)(C) of 
IEEPA, 50 U.S.C. 1702(a)(1)(C), as added 
by section 106 of the USA PATRIOT ACT, 
Public Law 107–56, I have ordered that 
certain blocked funds held in the United 
States in accounts in the name of the Gov-
ernment of Iraq, the Central Bank of Iraq, 
Rafidain Bank, Rasheed Bank, or the State 
Organization for Marketing Oil are hereby 
confiscated and vested in the Department 
of the Treasury. I have made exceptions 
for any such funds that are subject to the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 
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or the Vienna Convention on Consular Re-
lations, or that enjoy equivalent privileges 
and immunities under the laws of the 
United States, and are or have been used 
for diplomatic or consular purposes. In ad-
dition, such amounts that, as of the date 
of the order, are subject to post-judgment 
writs of execution or attachment in aid of 
execution of judgments pursuant to section 
201 of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act 
of 2002 (Public Law 107–297) are not 
being vested, provided that, upon satisfac-
tion of the judgments on which such writs 
are based, any remainder of such excepted 
amounts shall, without further action, be 
confiscated and vested. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of the 
Treasury authority to undertake all other 
action of the President and all functions 
of the President set forth in section 
203(a)(1)(C) of IEEPA with respect to any 
and all property of the Government of Iraq, 
including its agencies, instrumentalities, or 
controlled entities, and to take additional 
steps, including the promulgation of rules 
and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued, which is effective im-
mediately.

I have exercised these authorities in fur-
therance of Executive Orders 12722 and 

12724 with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to our national security 
and foreign policy posed by the policies 
and actions of the Government of Iraq. I 
intend that such vested property should be 
used to assist the Iraqi people and to assist 
in the reconstruction of Iraq, and have de-
termined that such use would be in the 
interest of and for the benefit of the United 
States.

The power to vest assets of a foreign 
government with which the United States 
is engaged in armed hostilities is one that 
has been recognized for many decades. 
This power is being used here because it 
is clearly in the interests of the United 
States to have these funds available for use 
in rebuilding Iraq and launching that coun-
try on the path to speedy economic recov-
ery. In addition, this authority is being in-
voked in a limited way, designed to mini-
mize harm to third parties and to respect 
existing court orders as much as possible. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 

March 20, 2003. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on United States Efforts in the 
Global War on Terrorism 
March 20, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped 
and combat support forces to a number 
of locations in the Central and Pacific 
Command areas of operation. On October 
9, 2001, I reported the beginning of combat 
action in Afghanistan against terrorists and 
their Taliban supporters. In my reports to 

the Congress of March 20 and September 
20, 2002, I provided supplemental informa-
tion on the deployment of combat- 
equipped and combat support forces to a 
number of foreign nations in the Central 
and Pacific Command areas of operations 
and other areas. As a part of my efforts 
to keep the Congress informed, I am 
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